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PREFACE. 



M \\\% HIS Compilation is submitted to the members of 
ISfpef the profession in the confident expectation that it 
will in a considerable degree abbreviate their labors 
when occasion require them to refer to any portion of 
the general legislation of the State of Michigan enWting 
Railroads, and that in that regard it will alike prove 
convenient to all who are in any respect interested in 
that branch of legislation. <. 

As arranged, the original sections, with the various 
amendments are given, together with marginal refer- 
ences indicating where the amendments are to be found. 

Existing legislation is printed in small pica, that out 
of force in brevier. « 

Detroit, April 1, 1870. 
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PlOI. 

Abatement, of action, dissolution not to work, 105 

Accommodations, to be furnished for passengers 88 

Act of incorporation, when to become void, 42 

Legislature may amend, 78- M 

Actions, for death of person, 47 

by creditor for collection of debt 64 

by and against corporations, .79, 86-96 

Violations, penalty 88 

by receiver to enforce payment of stock, 99 

on dissolution of corporation, 106 

tight of foreign corporations to bring, . 88 

. dissolution not to abate, 108 

of tarefadat 108-110 

information in nature of que warranto 110-116 

Affidavit, tone attached to articles, 8 

Aid, corporations may accept 6,18 

Townships, etc. may pledge 117 

Amnoy, Lansing and Traverse Bay enabling act, 136 

Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Land Grant,. . . 201-204-218--2S-26-S2-37 

Amendment of Articles of Association, 6.46,60 ' 

of proceedings, court may allow, 29 

Animal, penalty for allowing on track, 40 

Annual election of directors 8 

Annual meeting of stockholders, 3,8 

Annual report to Auditor General, 84 

penalty for not making 86 

to be printed, 88' 

Annual statement by President and Directors 10 

Annual tax on capital 41 

Annulling letters patent, proceedings for 106-110 

Appeal to Supreme Court, 28 

Application far dissolution of copartr.fr ship, 96 

Appointment, of subordinate officers 11 

of Commission to appraise property, JJ 

of new commissioner, 29 

of httorney, for unknown persons 29 

of receiver on voluntary dissolution, 98 

on dissolution by tUri fatiat, 109 

Appraisal of lands, 28, 26 

Supreme Court may order new . 28 

Aprons, passenger coaches to have, . . 67 

Articles of Association, what to contain . .. 2 

to be filed with Secretary of State, 8,6 

certified copy to be evidence, 4 

to be recorded, 4 

amendment of 6. 46, tsViOC 



INDEX. 

Pa*.. 

Assessments upon stock, levy and collection of, 6 

Attachment, against corporations, 88 

Attorney for unknown person, 29 

Attorney General, to examine into corporations, 85 

proceedings by, by information 110-118 

Auditor General, annual report to, 84 

to print annual report, 36 

B. 

Badges, to be worn by employes, 38 

Baggage, check to be affixed to, 48 

unclaimed, bow disposed of, 48 

Ballot, electors to be clioseu by, 7 

Battle Creek to Hastings It. It. enabling act, 144 

Bay City and East Saginaw enabling act, .' 135 

Bay Do Hoquette and Marquette land grant, 201-208 

Bill, to be placed on locomotives,, 88 

when to be rung, , ,. . 88 

penalty for not ringing, 80 

Bill of Lading, to be in writing, 67 

in equity against corporations, 84-86 

Blackboards, at stations, 88 

Board of Control, 213-222-228-284 

Boards, caution, at road crossings, 89 

Bonds, corporations may issue ,31 

wben convertible into stock, 31 

of another company, guaranteeing of, 69 

issue of, in aid of railroads, 119 

to be deposited with State Treasurer, 120 

Books of subscription, opening of, 6 

Bridges, see railroad bridges. 

By-laws, Directors may make, 11-79 

c. 

Capital stock, see stock. 

liars, to be run at regular times, ■. 38 

to stop at crossings, _ , 49 

uncoupling, how punished 70 

Cattle guards, erection etc., of, 40 

Caution boards, at road crossings, 89 

Certificate, of election of Directors, filing of, 7 

of payment of stock, filing of, 12 

Certified copy of articles, to be evidence 5 ■ 

Charter, rights of corporation after expiration of, 81 

Checks, to be affixed to baggage, 48 

duplicates to be given passengers, '. , 48 

Chicago and Michigan Grand Trunk enabling act, 178 

Circuit Courts, jurisdiction over officers of corporationss 89 

City, road not to be located in without consent, 82 

may vote aid to railroads, 117 

Coaches, to have aprons, 67 

Collection of debts, act to promote, 64 

Commissioners to open books of subscription, 

to be specified In articles, 3 
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dutieiof, .' 6-7 

to deliver money, etc., to Treasurer, 8 

Coaunisii oners to appraise property, appointment of, '. 22 

proceedings by, 26-25 

compensation of, 28 

appointment of new 29 



Common carriers, railroads to be, 42-67 

liabilities of, not to bo abridged, 43 

Compensation, ef commissioners 26 

of jurors, , 27 

property not to be taken without, 14-78 



Conductors, to near badges 
Confirmation, of report of c 

order of, to be filed, 27 

Conflicting claims to damages, how determined, 29 

Consolidation of railroad companies, 44 

with bridge and tunnel companies, 4 

agreement for, to be filed, 46 

effects of, 45-46 

Constantino and Three Rivers enabling act, 187 

Contracts of rail re- ad companies with each other, 50 

shipping, to be in writing, 67 

Contribution, stockholders paying for labor, entitled to, 12, 64 

Control, Board of, 216-222-226-234 

Conveyances, when void as against creditors, 100 

Corporations, for railroad purposes, formation of, 8, 18, 79 

Constitutional provisions respecting, 78 

rights of, after charter expired 81 

proceedings by and against, , 86-96 

when existence of must be proved, 88 

by what name to be sued, 65 

voluntary dissolution of, 96-106 

illegal, information against, tee Railroad Companies. 

Costs on appeal, to be paid by company, 28 

County, how lands owned by, acqnired, 38 

Creditors, rights of, upon consolidation, 46 

proceedings by, to collect debts 64 

conveyances void as against, 100 

Crossing highways, right of, 14 

Crossings, caution boards to ba placed at, 39 

traina to come to stop at, 40 

D. 

Damages, finding of by jury, 23-26 

finding of by commissioner, 26 

conflicting claims to, how determined, 29 

refusal to transport, 38 

for death of person 46 

tender of, 69 

warrantor distress for, 8S 

^Google 



' UTDHX. 

Plie. 

suggestion of by relator, information,-.' Ill 

Death of person, liability of company for, ..... „.. 46 

action for, how brought, , 47 

Debti, effectof consolidation of company* on, 46 

collection of, act to promote, 64 

Declaring dividend when company insolvent, penalty, 12 

Defective title, in ease of, may proceed anew SO 

Delivery of goods, by railroad company, 67—67 

Depots, right lo erect, 16 

Detroit, amount of aid that may be voted by, 117 

Detroit 4. Howell enabling acts, 164 

Detroit & Milwaukee R. R. to Muskegon, enabling act, 183 

to Ridgeway enabling act, 176 

enabling act, — 1*4 

Detroit 4. Hillwankee land grant 201,204-2 

Directors, lelection of, by stockholders ,. 2 

to be specified in article* 2 

number of, 2, 8-7 

first election of, 8-7 

annual election of, 8 

election of, to fill vacancy, 60 

matt be stockholder*, 4-7 

term of office of 7 

removal of, 9 

to make annual statement, -. 10 

Circuit Court to have jurisdiction over 80 

when may be made parties to bill 98 

Discovery, when may be compelled 96 

Dissolution, voluntary, of corporation*, 98-106 

Distress, warrant of, for damages, 88 

Dividend, declaring when company insolvent 12 

on preferred stock, 67 

to creditors by receiver, 102 

Donations, authority to receive IS 

towns, etc., may make 11T 

E. 

(East Saginaw) Bay City & B. S. enabling act 185 

Election of directors, first, 8-7 

annul, 8 

to fill vacancy 60 

certificate of, lo be filed with Secretary of State 7 

Embezzlement, of tickets, 70 

Employees, to wear badges 88 

to be governed by roles of company 9 

using liquor, not to be hired, 88 

willfully violating roles, how punished, 48 

Enabling acts, general, 117 

special 126-198 

Engineer, penalty for being intoxicated 89 

Eqnity, proceedings in, against corporation, 89 

Evidence, certified copy of article, to be presumptive, 6 

of notice, how perpetuated, I .-y-wvJ > " 



IHDEX. IX. 

fa**. 

answer of officer, etc., to bind corporation, 96 

Execution, sale on 81 

how levied, 87 

Existence of corporation, when must be proved, 88 

Extension of time land grants 215,227-228-229 

F. 

False representations in reports, how punished 18, 68 

Fare, rates of, 16 

Legislature may change 86 

passengers refusing to pay, mar be put off, 87 

Fees, see empensations. 

Fences, railroad companies to erect, etc., 40 

Fines, see penalties. 

Flat bar rail, speed on, 2 

Flint &Pere Marquette land grunt, 201-204-218-235-289 -244 

Foreclosure of mortgages on railroad 66 

Foreign corporation, may bring suit, 86 

Forfeiture, of stock for non-payment, : 10 

of office, information on, 110-116 

of franchise, act not to release, - 62 

Franchise, sal* of, on execution, 81,88 

Fraudulent stock, issuing, how punished, 47, 71 

Freight, rates of, 16 

Legislature may change, 87 

unclaimed, how disposed of, 48 

G-. 

General enabling act, 117 

Goods, delivery of by railroad company, 67, 67 

Grand Haven, to New Buffalo enabling act, 188 

Grand Rapids & Indiana enabling act, 174 

Gramd Rapids and Indiana land grant, . . . 201-204-219-227-28-29-80-44-47^61 

Grand Rapids to Jackson, enabling act, 166 

(Grand River), Jonesville. Marshall &. Q. R. enabling act, 196 

Grand River Valley enabling act, 165 

Grand Trunk, right over Military Lands, 216-237 

Grants, voluntary, corporations may receive 18 

Grants of lands by United States, 199-201-220 

Guarantee of bonds of other Companies, 89 

Guardian, see Special Guardian. 

H. 

Hastings to Battle Creek enabling act, 1*4 

Highways, right to cross, 1* 

(rack may be carried over or under, 81 

Holly, Wayne & Monroe enabling act, 180 

Howell & Detroit enabling acts, 164 

I. 
Idiots, how petition served on 19 

special guardian for, 20 

Impediment, putting on track 48,69 

Incorporation, act of, when void, 42 

Increase of capital stock 81 

Indiana & Grand Rapids enabling act, 174 

Indiana & Grand Rapids land grant, 201-204-219-27-28-29-80-44-47 
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INDEX. 

P«e- 

Informations, in nature of quo irurron/o, 110-118 

Injunction, against corporations, 89 

to restrain proceedings at law, 81 

Insolvency, when to work surrender of franchise, 91 

Interest, rate to be paid by corporation , 10, 13 

Intersection with other roads, 14 

Intoxicating liquors, persons using not to be employed, 83 

penalty for using, 33, 89 

Ionia &, Lansing enabling act, 190 

Issuing of fraudulent stock, bow puuished, 47 

J. 

Jackson, may vote aid to J. L. & S. K. 11 129 

Jackson to Grand Rapids enabling act, 165 

Jackson, Lansing & Saginaw enabling act 128| 129, 180-33 

Jacksop, Lansing & Saginaw land grant, 232-240 

JonesTille, Marshall & Grand R. V. enabling act, 196 

Jury, defendant may have on demand 22 

how drawn 23 

proceedings by, 26 

to make report to court 27 

compensation of, 27 

•L. 

Labor, liability of stockholders for, 12, 78 - 84 

(Lake Michigan & Port Hurop) enabling act 182 

Land grants 199; 204, 216-252 

Lands, proceedings to acquire title to, 13-30 

owned by State, etc., how acquired, 83 

corporations may hold, 8, 14-80 

Lansing & Ionia enabling act, , 190 

(Lansing) Amboy, Lansing & Traverse Bay, enabling act 125 

(Lansing) Amuoy & Traverse Bay land grant 201, 204, 218, 223-26-32-37 

Jackson, L.& Saginaw enab'mg act, ... . 128,129-130-83 

Lawton to Paw Paw enabling act, .. . .. 141 

Legislature, may change fare 36 

may amend acts of ineoporation 84 

Levy, of asseismei.ta on stork 6 

of execution, -- ■ 82-87 

Letters patent, proceedings lo vacate. . ....106-110 

License, Company lo pay, aa drayman. 58 

Lien, of State for laics 31 

of citizens for penatles. etc. 86 

of creditor for debt, _ 65 

Limitation, of actions fur causing death 47 

of charter, under constitution 73 

Line of road, to be set forth in articles _ 2 

when maybe changed _13,82 

L')ans, towns, etc.. authorized ti> ronke to railoarl n; 

Locomotives, to limp wntalle and bfll 3S 

M. 

Mail, corporations to carry ^ 37 

Majority in value of stock lo govern 9 



Pa,*. 

Map of route to be Hied ™«- 81 

(Marshall) Joncsvill, M. & Graud River enabling act 195 

Marquette & Ontonagon R. R. laud grant to 201-205-221-230 

Master in chancery, proceedings before on dissolution of corporation 98 

Meeting, of stockholders, to choose directors _» ...3, 7, 80 

annual, •••••! ■— 8 

special, when called - 8 

adjournment, dissolution of, ... 9 

Meeting to vote aid,. \ - 118 

Michigan Si. Chicago Grand Trunk enabling act 178 

Millwaukee & Port Huron R. R„ land grant 301-204 

Minora, service on, how made, 19 

special guird.an for 'JO 

Mistake iu name, to he pleaded in abatement _ 88 

Money, corporations may borrow _ 31 

(Monroe) Holly, Wayne & M. enabling act __ 180 

Mortgages, corporal! viis may make. — 31, 60 

foreclosure of, 55 

Municipal aid, corporation* may accept, 6 

Muskegon to D. & M. R. R., enabling act 163 * ' 

N- 

Name of corporation, to be set furlb in ai tides _ 2 

by what to be sied. 65 

to bo that specified in articles,... 3 

mistake in, to be pleaded In abatement,. 88 

Navigation, not to Sie obstructed,. 4 

New Bufiilo to Grand Haven enabling act, lilH 

Non-residents, how service made on 19 

Northern Central Michigan land grant,,,. _ 244 

Notice of opening books of subscription,. 6 

of meeting <-f stockholders 7. 8, 79 

of meeting of commissioners 25 

of forfeiture of stock 10 

of petition to arqu.rn title .. 19 

evidence of, bow perpetuated, _... 9 

of order to show cause against dissolution 98 

by receiver, of h : s appointment yj 

by receiver of filing his report, 104 

of application to file information 118 

of rule to pleade to information, 114 

of meeting to vote aid, _ 118 

service of, when not specially prouided for 20 

Noiioos Weeds, to be destroyed 8 

O. 

Obstructions, placing on track 48 ,; , 

Oflences, against railroads 69-71 

against railroads belonging to State, (m* pmattia), 74-79 

Office, usurping, information for __ 1 10-116 

Officers, what lu he chosen, 10 

removal of, y 99 

to be governed by rules of company,. 9 

to give sr-cnriiy. ........„_„„... ;.„..,„" (p.~.OC 



Circuit Court to have jurisdiction over, , 89- 

Ownera to be compel) a a led for property taken - 14 

P. 

Passengers, refusing to pay fare, may be put off. — 87 

accommodations in be furnished 88 

penalty for refusal to transport, 88 

violating rules, not to recover for injury, . 41 

Passenger trains, how formed, 60 

Paw Paw to Lawton, enabling act,. .... 141 

Payment, of stock, bow eoforced, 10, 61 

suit by-Receiver to enforce 99 

of money into Court 80 

Court to direct to whom to be made 27 

Penalties, how sued for, ... . . 42, 78 

lien of individuals on road for, 86 

declaring dividend when corporation Insolvent, 12 

making false representations id report*, 18, 68 

employing drunkards, .-. 88 

not making report to Auditor Oeneral, 8ft 

refusing to carry, 88 

not ringing bell or sounding whistle 89 

engineer being intoxicated, 89 

letting animals on road 40 

violating rules of Company, by employees,. 47, 79 

issuing fraudulent stock. 47, 71 

selling or pledging unpaid stock 62 

placing impediment on track,....' 48,70 

refusing to give check for baggage 48 

not stopping trains at crossings, in- 
forming passenger trains improperly, : W 

not destroying doiious weeds, 68 

not providing coaches with aprons, 68 

not providing blackboards al stations, 69 

stealing from cais _ 70 

uncoupling cars, 70 

running away with cars 70 

embezzlement of ticket* 70 

. for offences agrflust State railroad* _ 74-79 

not making return of taxable i>tock,_ - „ 86 

transfer of stock to avoid taxalioo „_„_ _. „. 86 

nsorping office, etc _ „_„ _ 116 

Peninsular Railway onablinfl act, _ _...._ _ lgg 

Pore Marquette & Flint land grant „ 201-204-286-9 

Personal estate, stock to be__ _,..__._,_ _.. _._, II 

17 

— 19 

defendant may show cause against _ 22 

for dissolution of corporation _ 99 97 

Port Huron dt Lake Michigan enabling act, _... 182 

Port Huron and Milwankco land grant, 201-2M 

Preferred stock. Issue of, _ 55 

President, howchoien _ 4 \§ 



INDEX. XIII. 

Pas*. 

Probate Court, authority or. in proceedings to acquire title „ 27 

Process, service of, on corporations _ „ 81* 

Production of papers, when may be compelled,. .„._...„ . 88 

Property, right of corporation to lake _„... ,. 14 

not to be taken without compensation .. 14, 78* 

Proxy, stockholders may vole by,.! 9 

Public use, property te be deemed takan for,,,. 28 

property not to be taken Tor without compensation, 14, 73 

Q- 

Qua warranto, informations in nature of, .110-1IC 

R. 

Railroads, belonging to State, preservation of, 74-79 

gale of on execution,. _ .. 83 

Railroad Companies, incorporation of, a .. 2,8 

may accept aid, _ 8,13 

tender of damages by, 69 

powers and liabilities of, 8, 18,79 

right* of after expiration of charter 81 

may purchase and take property, 14 

may lay ont and construct roada „ 1 1 .'. i . 

may intersect with other roada, .. 14 

may make running arrangements with other companies 14, 48, 69 

proceedings by to acquire title, 18-80 

if title defective, may proceed anew, _ 80 

may mortgage properly 81,60 

to have rights, etc., of common carriera 42,67 

may take stock In other companies, ........ ...4-t.6'.i 

consolidation with other companies _ 44 

consolidation with bridge and tunnel companies _ 4 

may contract with other companiea _ 60 

may deliver goods, 67 

may borrow money, etc., _ 81 

not to locate road in city without consent 82 

to make annual report to Auditor Oeneral, 84 

to furnish accommodations, 88 * 

may agree npon construction of common road, 46 

liability for death of person, _ _ 46 

oflencea against,...,.... _ 69-71 

Railroad Bridges, corporations for building, authorized _ $ 

not to obstruct navigation, _ 4 * 

location of, to be specified in articles 8 

Railroad Bridge Companies, rights of, _..._ „ 4 

may coaailidate with railroad comr^iie*,..."!^".."..'"!!.."!™......." 4 

Bsalrond Tunnels, corporations for building, authorised 2 

not to obstruct navigation .. 4 

location, to be specified in articles 8 

Railroad Tunnel Companies, rights of, 4 

may consolidate with railroad companies 4 

Bates Of fkre, see fart, frrigU 

Receiver, when may be appointed, 61,98 

upon voluntary dissolutions 98,106' 

upon vacation of letters patent on tnrtfaeiet, 109 

• 



Redemption after execution sale, 83 

Reference, receiver may submit matters to 100 

Refused to transport, penalty,... 89 

Relator, suggestion of ihanges by Ill 

Removal of officers 9.00 

Report, annual, to Auditor General, see Annual Report, of Coramiuiooers, 

conflrmalion of, 27 

second to be final, 28 

to Secretary of State 68 

of Master in Cliancery 98 

of receivers, 11)0-1,104 

Reports, making false representations in 13,68 

Residents, services on 10 

Return of taxable *Mock, 84 

Revival, act not to work 52 

Ridgeway to D. & M. R. R. enabling at: 176 

Road, tine of, to be - 1- ■ ■■ ! in articles, 2 

change of, '- ,...16,82- 

Road, upon filing ari.dea. may proceed to construct ...6, 14 

width of, 14 

not to be located in city withoal consent, 32 

penalty for patting animals on, 40 

common to two rompanics, building of, 46 

Roae- crossings, caution boards at 39 

Route, map of, to be Hied, 18 

Rules of company, violation of, how poiiisbed 48 

passengers violating, not W recover 41 

Running of cars, to be at regular times 38 

Running arrangements, with other companies, — 14, 4#. 69 

8- 

Saginaw, authorized to vote aid to X., L. & S. ft. 11., 126 

(Saginaw) Jasksoa, Lansing and Saginaw, enabling act, 128-1 29-1 SO-188 

Saginaw, Jackson and Lansing land grant, 232,240 

Sale, on execution, 81 

Schoolcraft and Throe Rivers enabling act, 150 

Scire facias, writ of, to annul letters patent. 106-110 

Seal, corporation may have, 3, 79 

Secretary of State, articles to be filed with 3, 6 

to record articles, 5 

certificate of election of directors to be filed with 7 

certificate of payment of stock to be filed with 12 

report to 64 

Security, giving of, by officer*) 10 



Service of petition, howmadte, 19 

of notices, orders, etc., how made, 20 

of process, etc., on corporations 87 

writ of ici re facial ... 107 

Shipping contract to be in writing, 67 

Special guardian, appointment of, 20 

service of notice on, 20 



INDEX. 

Special meeting of stockholders, 8 

Speed, rale of on flat bar rail, i 2 

State, lands owned by, how acquired, . 88 

to have lien for taxes 88 

preservation of railroads belonging to, ..74-79 

State Treasurer, bonds to be deposited with 120 

Statement, annual, of company, 10 

at other times, 10 

Stapling, from cars, etc '. '. 70 

Stock, capital, how much to be subscribed before election of directors, . . 2 

ii amount of,.. 2 

it, to be named in articles,... 2 

it to be paid in before articles Oled, 3 



books of subscription to be opened. 6 

payment, how enforced, 10, 51 

snit by receiver to enforce, 99 

forfeiture for not non-payment, 10 

majority in value of, to govern 9 

personal estate, 11 

how transferred, 11, 81 

transfer of, to avoid taxation, penalty 86 

certificate of payment, filing of, 22 

increase of...... 81 

bonds, when convertible into, 81 

amount ef Usable return of — St 

annual tax on,.. .' 41 

in other companies, Railroad Companies may take, 43, 69 

issuing fraudulent, penalty 47, 71 

new, issue of, on foreclosure 55 

preferred, issue of 68 

in payment for work, etc 61 

not paid in full, not to be sold or pleeged 62 

statement of, to Secretary of State 88 

statement of, to State Treasurer 86 

Stockholder!, may vote by prosy,. 9 

meeting of, to choose directors 3, 7 ' 

annual meeting of, 8 

special meeting meeting of, 8 

right of, to contribution 12, 84 

when may be made parties to bill, 93 s 

Stop, cars to come to full, at crossings 49 

Subscriptions, opening books of 6 

Suggestion of damages by relator Ill 

Suit, see action 

Surrender, in solvency to work, 91 

Surveys, power to make IS 

T. 

Tax, annual, on capital stock, 41 

how estimated, 42 

Taxes, State, to have lien for, 86 

return of stock subject to, 84 

transfer of stock to avoid, 85 

, Google 



INDEX. 

Pas* 

Tender of. damages, .. ..__.... . 64 

Three Rivers and Constantino enabling act, -. .'. 187 

Three Bit era and Schoolcraft enabling act, .'. ...'..' 166 

Ticket?, embezzlement of, . . . ' 70 

Time-table, to be kept at stations, 68 

Title, preceedingi to acquire, 16—30 

when in State, County or Town, how acquired, 33 

if defective. Company may proceed anew 80 

Township, lands owned by, bow acquired, .'. 88 

may pledge aid to railroads : 117 

Trains, passenger, how formed, 60 

to come to stop at crossings, 49 

to be run at regular times, 88 

time table of, at stations, G8 

throwing from track, 70 

Track, putting obstructions on ,. 48, 69 

may be carried over or under highway, 81 

of another ro\d, when may be taken, 17 

Transportation, of persons, etc ;. . 16 

Company may regulate , ., 16 

Transfer of stock, i, .11,81 

to avoid taxation, , . 85 

(Traverse Bay), Amboy, Lansing ffl T. B. enabling act, .,., 126 

(Traverse Bay) Amboy, Lansiug, land grant, BO 1-204- 223-226-282-237 

Treasurer of Company, Commissioner to deliver money, etc, to,. .,-.,.. ,. 8 
Tunnels, see Railroad Tunnels. 

u. ... 

Unclaimed freight aid baggage, how disposed of, 48 

Uncoupling cars, how punished 70 

Unknown person, how petition served on 19 

appointment of attorney for 29 

Unsound mind, person of, service on 19 

guardian for, 20 

V- 
Vacancy, in office of Directors, how filled, 60 

when Governor to BH 90 

Vacation of letters patent, proceedings on, ..'...' 106, 110 

Vesting of property in Company, when 28 

Villages, authorized to pledge aid to railroads, 128 

Void, when act of incorporation to be 42 

sales, assignments, etc, when 100 

Voluntary dissolution of corporations, .98, 106 

W. 

Warrant of distress, for damages 83 

Water courses, right to cross, ;.:. 14 

(Wayne) Holly, W. & Monroe enabling act, 180 

Weeds, noxious, railroad to destroy 68 

Whistle, to be placed on locomotives 88 

when to he sounded, 89 

penalty for not sounding !" 89 

Wilful violation ef roles by employee, 48, 79 

Writ of teirefaaa*, proceedings on 106-1 10 

.Cooelc 
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GENERAL RAILROAD LAW, 

WITH AHENDKENTS AND ADDITIONS THERETO. 



[SECTION 1. ThtPtopUoflhe State of Michigan mad, That any number of ori*k 
persons, cot less than twcuty-Sve, being subscribers to the stock of any con- 
templated Railroad, may be formed into a Corporation for the purpose of con- 
structing, operating and 'maintaining such Railroad, by complying with the 
following requirements : When stock to the amount of one thousand dollars for 
every mile of laid road so intended to be built, shall be in good faith sub- 
scribed, and five per cent, paid thereon, as herein required, then such sub- 
scribers may select Directors for said Company ; and thereupon they shall 
severally subscribe articles of Association, in which shall be set forth the name 
of the Corporation, the number of years the samo is to be continued, the 
amount of the capital stock of the Company, which shall not he less than eight 
thousand dollars per mile, of road constructed, or proposed to be constructed 
nf the " T," or continuous rail ; and not less than four thousand dollars per 
mile of road constructed, or proposed to be constructed, with the flat bar rail : 
Provided, That no car shall be run at a higher rate of speed than fifteen miles 
per hour upon any road so constructed with the flat bar rail ; the number of 
shares of which the stock shall consist, the number of Directors, and their 
names, who shall not exceed in number one half the stockholders ; the place 
from and to which tl» proposed road is to be constructed, and each county 
into or through which it is intended to pass ; and its length as near as may be, 
and the names of Are Commissioners to open books of subscription to the 
stock. Each subscriber to such articles of Association shall subscribe thereto 
his name, place of residence, and the number of shares of stock taken by him 
in such Company. The said articles of Association ma; be filed in the office- 
of the Secretary of State : Provided, That such articles of Association shall not 
be Sled in the office of the Secretary of State, as aforesaid, until fire 'per cent, 
of the amount of the stock subscribed thereto shall have been actually paid in 
cash to the Directors named in such articles, nor until there is annexed thereto 
an affidavit, made by at least three of the Directors named in said articles, that 
the amount of stock required by this section, to wit : (1,000 per mile, has been 
subscribed, and that Ave i»r cent, on the amount has actually been paid in. 
And thereupon the persons who have subscribed, and all persons who shall, 
from time to time, become stockholders in such Company, shall be a body cor- 
porate by the name specified in such articles, and shall be capable of suing and 
being sued, and may have a common seal, and may make and alter the same at 
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RAILROAD COMPANIES. 

pleasure, sad be capable in law of purchasing, holding and conveying, an; 
roal and personal property whatever, necessary for the construction of inch 
road, and for the erection of all necessary buildings, yards and appurtenances, 
for the use of the same.] 

m i _ Sec. 1. The people of the State of MicJiigan enact, 

■ '■ n That any number of persons, not less than twenty- 
live, being subscribers to the stock of any contemplated 

^,„ In _railroad, raihoad bridge or railroad tunnel, may be 
formed into a corporation for the purpose of construct- 
ing, operating and maintaining such railroad, railroad 
bridge or railroad tunnel, over or under any of the 
waters of this State, by complying with the following re- 

«■* quirements : when stock to the amount of one thousand 
dollars for every mile of said road so intended to be 
built, or to the extent of one-half of the estimated cost of 
any such bridge or tunnel so intended^to be built, shall 
be in good faith subscribed, and live per cent, paid 
thereon, as herein required, then such subscribers may 
select directors for said company ; and thereupon they 

r*»«- shall several!}* subscribe articles of association, in which 
shall be set forth the name of the corporation, the num- 
ber of years the same is to be continued, the amount of 

«*■ the capital stock of the company, which shall not be less 
than eight thousand dollars per mile of road constructed 
or proposed to be constructed of the " T " or continuous 
rail, and not less than four'thonsand dollars per mile of 
road constructed or proposed to be constructed with the 

tmu. flat bar rail, and not less than half the estimated cost of 
an}" snch bridge or tunnel : Provided, That no car shall 

HMD* be run at a higher rate of speed than fifteen miles per 
hour upon any road so constructed with the flat bar rail ; 

isru. the number of shares of which the stock shall consist ; 
the number of directors and their names, who shall not 
exceed in number one-half the stockholders ; the place 

man. from and to which the proposed road is be constructed, 
and each county into or through which it is intended to 
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JiAILlIOAD COMPANIES. 3 

pass, and its length, as near as may be, and the name of l™*h. 
five commissioners to open books of subscription to the <-.<maiui<xm>. 
stock ; and in the case of such bridge or tunnel, the 
locality in which it is intended to construct the same ; 
each subscriber to such articles of association shall sub- n™ .»u«h&«i. 
scribe thereto his name, place of residence, and the num- 
ber of shares of stock taken by him in such company ; 
the articles of association may be filed in the office of the a^cl™ im. 
Secretary of State : Provided, That such articles of as- p™.;.... 
sociation shall not be filed in the office of the Secretary of 
State, as aforesaid, until five per cent, of the amount of 
stock subscribed thereto shall have been actually paid in 
cash to the directors named in such articles, nor until 
there is annexed thereto an affidavit made by at least 
one-half of the directors named in said articles, that tin; 
amount of stock required by this section, to wit : one 
thousand dollars per mile for any such railroad, or one- Anwm.uf.icck 
half of the estimated" cost of any such railroad bridge or" 1 "* 
tunnel has been subscribed, and that five per cent, on the 
amount has actually been paid in ; and thereupon the 
persons who have subscribed, and all persons who shall, 
from time to time, become stockholders in such company 
shall be a body corporate, by the name specified in such B»jy«n«r.i ( . 
articles, and shall be capable of suing and being sued, 
and may have a common seal, and may make and alter 
the same at pleasure, and be capable in law of purchas- 
ing, holding and conveying any real and personal pro- 
perty whatever, necessary for the construction of such 
road, bridge or tunnel, and for the erection of all neces- 
sary buildings, yards and appurtenances for the use of 
the same, and shall have power annually thereafter, orM.j-.iKiDi.ec.o-. 
at such other time as the stockholders owning not less *" '■ 
than one-fourth of the stock shall determine, and in the 
same manner a& provided in section 1950 of the compiled 
laws, to call a meeting of the stockholders, and thereat 
to choose not less than seven nor more than thirteen direc- 
ts iizedoy Google 
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torB, who shall be members of said body corporate ; and 
all the provisions of section four of this act shall ap- 
ply to the ejection of such directors ; and any railroad 
bridge or railroad tunnel company shall for all the pur- 
poses of this act, be deemed and taken to be a railroad 
company, and shall be entitled to all the benefits of all 
the provisions of this act, and subject to all its restric- 
tions : And provided further, That any railroad bridge 
company or railroad tunnel company, which may be or- 
ganized under this act to bridge or tunnel the Detroit 
river or the River St. Clair, or any of the waters in the 
jurisdiction of this State, shall have the right to consoli- 
h«. date the stock, property and assets of said company with 
the stock, property and assets of any company organized 
or to be organized under the laws of this State, or which 
may be created under the laws of any adjacent State or 
country, to construct any such bridge or tunnel to con- 
nect therewith, upon such terms, conditions and agree- 
ments as may by the said two companies be deemed just 
and equitable : Provided, That every such bridge or 
tunnel shall be so constructed as not to be a material ob- 
struction to navigation. 

a, [Sec. 2. A copy of any articles of Association, filed in pursuance of Ibis 

act, with a oopy of the affidavit annexed thereto, and certified by the Sec- 
retary of State to be a copy, shall, in all Co.irts and places, be presumptive 
evidence of the incorporation of such Company, and of all the facts therein 
stated. And all articles of Association filed in pursuance of this act, together 
with all subsequent alterations and amendments thereof, and alio the affidavit 
annexed thereto, shall be forthwith recorded in the office of lie Secretary of 
State in a book to be provided by him for that purpose: said record to be 

Feb. made at the expense of the Company filing the same ; and ■■ toon at Vie copy of 
the articlei of Anocialion art Hied at abort provided, tht company JUing tlit same 
may at once proceed to conitract, operate and maintain their laid railroad,] 

Kir. [Sec. 2. A copy of any articles of association, filed in pursuance of this act, 
' with a copy of the affidavit annexed thereto, as well as of any articles amendato- 
ry thereto, and certified by the Secretary of Stale, under the seat of the State, 
to bea copy, shall, in all courts and places, be presumptive evidence of the incor- 
poration of said company, as well as of the articles amendatory thereto ; and 
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RAILROAD COMPANIES. O 

all such articles of association, filed in pursuance of this act, with, ill subse- 
quent alterations and amendments thereof, and also the affidavits annexed 
thereto, shall be forthwith recorded in a book to be by him provided for that 
purpose, said record to be made at the expense of the company filing the 
same : and a* soon as the articles of association, as veil as any articles amenda- 
tory thereto, are filed as above provided, the company filing the same, may at 
once proceed to construct, operate and maintain its railroad ; and to exercise 
the proper powers and privileges ; and it shall be competent for any company 
organized under this act, upon a vote of three-fourths in valne of its stock- 
holders, at any meeting thereof, to alter and amend its articles of association 
so as to extend the length of the line thereof from either of Its termini te such 
further and other point as they may determine j and upon such vata the said 
company may make articles amendatory of their original articles, for the pur- 
pose of extending the line of its road as aforesaid, ami which shall be signed 
by at least three-fourths of the stockholders in va'.us, and when so signed and 
certified to under the seal of the company to have bean made upon the vote, 
and signed by two-thirds (?) of the stockholders in value, and filed with the 
Secretary of State, they shall have the same foros and effect as though such 
amendments or alterations had been included in, and made a part of, and em- 
braced in its original articles of organization.] 

Sec. 2. A copy of any articles of association filed in a,,^^. *»r 

13. 1W7.B. L.1SST, 

pursuance of this act, with a copy of the affidavit an- * 91 
nexed thereto, as well as of any articles amendatory 
thereto, and certified by the Secretary of State, under the cm,m «w* 
seal of the State, to be a copy, shall in all courts and "«««-»■ 
places be presumptive evidence of the incorporation of 
said company, as well as of the articles amendatory 
thereto ; and all such articles of association, filed in pur- 
suance of this act, with all subsequent alterations and 
amendments thereof, and also the affidavits annexed 
thereto, shall be forthwith recorded in a book to be pro- ahw« >. b. •» 

c*>4*d mM DM. 

vided by him for that purpose, said record to be made at 
the expense of the company filing the same ; and as soon 
as the articles of association, as well as any articles 
amendatory thereto, are filed as above provided, the 
company filing the same may at once proceed to con- c nw .r »r^ 
struct, operate and maintain its railroad or any section 
thereof, and to exercise the proper powers and privi- 
leges, and to accept such municipal or individual aid as 
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may bo pledged for such purpose, and also to levy 
and collect such assessments upon the stock subscribed 
for such purpose as said company shall determine : Pro- 

i». tided, That the amount of such municipal and individ- 

ual aid, together with the stock actually subscribed, shall 
be at least six thousand dollars for each mile of the road 
to be so constructed ; and it shall be competent for any 

|i«nnjiK company organized under this act, upon a vote of two- 
thirds in value of its stockholders, at any meeting there- 
of, to alter and amend its articles of association so as to 
extend the length of the line thereof from either of its 
termini to such further and other point as they may de- 
termine ; and upon such vote the said company may 
make articles amendatory of their original articles, for 

■bdpwtw, the purpose of extending the line of its road, as afore- 
said, and which shall be signed by at least two-thirds of 
the stockholders in value ; and when so signed and certi- 
fied to, under the seal of the company, to have been 
made Upon the vote, and signed by two-thirds of the 
stockholders, in value, and filed with the Secretary of 
State, they shall have the same forca and effect as though 
such amendments or alteration had been included in and 
made a part of, and embraced in its original articles of 
organization. 

»ofi=*«riP- Sec. 3. The Commissioners for opening bookd of sub- 
scription named in the articles of Association, shall, from 
time to time, after the Company shall have been incorpo- 
rated, open books of subscription to the capital stock of 
the Company, in such places, and after giving such no- 
aait ■)»». tice as a majority of them shall direct, which books shall 
be kept open unfil all the capital stock shall be sub- 
scribed ; and in case a greater amount of stock shall be 
* nor. tt«* subscribed than the whole of the capital of said Compa- 
SXnt! n 7> the Commissioners shall distribute the same as 
"*' equally as possible among such subscribers ; but no 
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share thereof shall be divided in making said distribu- 
tion, nor shall a greater number of shares be alloted to 
any subscriber than shall have been subscribed for by 
him. 

Sec. 4. As soon as practicable after the capital stock ■«*,, u « 
shall hare been subscribed and distributed as aforesaid, JftJ**"*' 
the Commissioners shall appoint a time and place for the 
meeting of the stockholders to choose Directors, which 
place of meeting shall be in one of the counties through 
which such Railroad is proposed to be constructed ; and 
notice thereof shall be given by said Commissioners for 
at least twenty days previous to such meeting, by publi- 
cation in one of the daily papers published in the City of 
Detroit, aud some newspaper published in each county 
through which said road is intended to run, in which a 
newspaper shall be published. Not less than seven, nor 
more than thirteen Directors shall be chosen, and theNomwrotD 
same shall be so chosen by ballot, and by a majority of cL ™ n - 
the votes of the stockholders being present, in person or 
by proxy ; and every such stockholder, being so present 
at such election, or at any subsequent election, sliall be 
entitled to give one vote for every share of stock owned 
by him for ten days next preceding such election, and 
not otherwise. No person shall be a Director unless he nit**™ rai 
shall be a stockholder, owning stock absolutely, and in 
his own name and right, and qualified to vote for Direc- 
tor at the election at which he shall be chosen ; and such 
Directors shall hold their office for one year, and until T«gr«n» 
others are elected in their places. 

Sue. 5. The Commissioners named in the last preced-pMuiMja 
ing section shall ba inspectors of the first election of Di- 
rectors ; shall openly count the votes and declare the re- 
sult, and shall, within ten days thereafter, file a certifi- 
cate thereof, subscribed by them, or a majority of them, «wcu. B t, 
in the office of the Secretary of State, and shall also de- 1 * '*."- 
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liver to the Treasurer of aaid Company all moneys re- 
ceived by such Commissioners on subscription to such 
capital stock, and all books and papers in their posses- 
sion relative to such subscription. All subsequent elec- 
jdMi.1 »i«- tions shall be held at such time and place, in one of the 
counties through which such Railroad shall pass, as shall 
be directed by the by-laws of the Company. 

□ii lectioc. [Sec. G. A general meeting of the stockholders shall be hohlen annu- 

ally at the time and place appointed for the election of Directors, and a 
meeting may be called at any time by the Directors, or by the stockholders, 
owning not less than one-fourth of the stock, by giving public notice of the 
time and place of such meeting, in the same manner as ia provided in section 
four of this act : Provided, That Bach notice, when given by the stockholders, 
shall state the object of the meeting ; and if at any such meeting called by the 
stockholders, a majority in value of the stock is not represented in person or 
by proxy, the same shall be adjourned from day to day, not exceeding three 
days, without doing any business, when, if such majority do not attend, the 
meeting shall be dissolved.] 

Jan™*. r,>.. Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the directors to provide 

"■ for by by-law, and to call every year, and in case of their 

neglect so to do, a majority of the stockholdersmay call 

»i>-«uaD«ian annual election of directors, and at such time and 
place as may be appointed, in some county in which the 
road is to or shall run, and at which time and place there 
shall be a general meeting of the stockholders, in person 

.i xtetiw. or by proxy. And a special meeting of the stockhold- 
ers may be called at any time by the directors or by the 
stockholders owning not less than one-fourth of the stock 
in value, by giving notice of such meeting as is herein - 

* after provided. At least thirty days' notice of the time 

and place of every general or special meeting of the 
stockholders shall be given in one or more daily newspa- 
pers printed in the city of Detroit, and also in one or 
more newspapers printed in the county where the princi- 
pal office of the company is situated, if it be not in said 

i». city : Provided, That suah notice, when given by the 

stockholders, shall state the object of such meeting. 
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RAILROAD COMPANIES. 9 

Evidence of such notice may be perpetuated by the affi- »idwo<»u« 
davit of any person having knowledge thereof ; and at 
any meeting of the stockholders held pursuant to this 
section, a majority in value of the stockholders may re- 
move from office any of the directors or other officer ofnunn. 
the company, and elect others in their stead. And the 
president and directors and officers and agents of the 
company, in the exercise of their respective powers and 
duties, shall at all times be governed by and be subject**** <■ «i« 
to such rales, regulations and directions as the stock- 
holders holding a majority in value of the stock may 
adopt at any such meeting ; and at every such meeting it 
shall be competent for any stockholder to appear and 
vote by proxy as well as in person. If at any meeting of 
the stockholders a majority in value of the stock is not 
represented in person or by proxy, the same shall be ad- 
journed by such as are present, from day to day, not ex- 
ceeding three days, without doing any business, when, 
if snch majority do not appear and attend, the meeting 
shall be dissolved. And no person shall at any time be 
elected director of the company, without the vote in his 
favor of at least a majority in value of the stock. 

[Sec. 7. At * regular annual meeting of the stockholders of any Cor. O rfcta«inoilo». 
potation under this act it shall be the duty of the President and Directors 
in office for the preceding year, to exhibit a clear and full statement of the 
affairs of said Company; and at any meeting of the stockholders, a majority of 
those present In person or by proxy may require similar statements from the 
Directors, whose duty it shall be to furnish such statement when thus re- 
quired ; and at all general meetings of the stockholders a majority in value 
of such stockholders may flx the. rate of interest which shal) be paid by the 
Company for loans for the construction of said Railroad and its appendages, 
arid may remove any President or any directors of said Company, and elect 
others in their stead : Provided, Sach notice shall hare been gi ten of such In- 
tended removal as shall be provided by the by-laws.] 

Sec. 7. At every annual meeting of the stockholders AdMndMBt , *u 
of any corporation under this act, it shall be the duty of**w. "" " 
the president and directors in office to exhibit a clear and 

, Google 
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mui 8WUK foil statement of the affairs of the company for the pre- 
ceding year ; and at any meeting of the stockholders a 
majority of those present in person or by prosy, may 
require similar statements from the directors, whose duty 
jt shall be to make sucli statement when thus required ; 
and a majority in value of such stockholders may, at 
r.« oi in--™ any meeting, fix the maximum rate of interest which 
shall be paid by the company for loans for any or what- 
ever purpose. 

wwoBtm^L. Sec. 8. There shall be a President of the Com- 
pany, who shall be chosen by and from the Directors, 
and also such subordinate officers as the Company, by 
its by-laws shall direct, who maybe elected or appointed, 
and required to give such security for the faithful per- 
formance of the duties of their office as the Company by 
its by-laws may require. 

52*f25S£'S ^eo. "■ The Directors may require the subserib- 

dwj^?""* era to the capital stock of the Company to pay the 
amount by them respectively subscribed, in such manner 

Sf'rJX"*'" an< ^ * n such installments as they may deem proper. If 
any stockholder shall neglect to pay any installment as 
required by a resolution of the Board of Directors, the 
said board shall be authorized to sue for the same, or de-' 
clare his stock and all previous payments thereon for- 
feited for the use of the Company ; but they shall not de- 
clare it so forfeited until they shall have caused a notice, 
in writing, to be served on hiin personally, or by depos- 
iting the same in the postoffice, properly directed o him 
at the postoffice nearest Ms usual place of residence, stat- 
ing that he is required to make such payment at the time 

x-tcoci.; and place specified in said notice, and that if he fails to 
make the same, his stock and all previous payments 
thereon will be forfeited for the use of the Company ; 
which notice shall be served as aforesaid, at least sixty 
days previous to the day on which such payment is re- 
quired to be made. 

D, B ,iiz e doy Google 
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[Sec. 10. The directors shall have power to make by-laws lor Hie manage- or!«u 
nieut and disposition of the stock, property and business affairs of such com- 
pany, not inconsistent with tlje laws of thi* State, and prescribing the duties 
of officers, artificers and servants that may be employed, and for the appoint- 
ment of all officers for carrying on the business within the objects and pur- 
ines of inch company.] 

[Sec. 10. The directors shall have power to roakn by-laws for the manage- Ann 
raent anil disposition of the stock, property and business affairs of such com- p.'sai 
pany, not inconsistent with the laws of this State, and prescribing the duties of 
officers, artificers and servants that may be employed, and for the appointment 
of all officers for carrying on the business within the objects and purposes of 
such company ; and also for allowing such of the directors as may reside out 
of this State, to be represented and to vote at all the meetings of the directors 
by prosy ; such proxy to be in. writing and signed by such directors, and the 
same to be filed with the secretary of such company : Provided, That no proxy 
shall be valid unless held by a director of the company.] 

Sec. 10. The directors shall have power to make by- »« 
laws for the management and disposition of the stock, 
property and business affairs of such company, not in-£SE 
consistent with the laws of this State, and prescribing 
the duties of officers, artificers and servants that may be 
employed, and for the appointment of all officers for car- 
rying on business within the objects and purposes of such 
company. 

[Sec 11. The stock of such Company shall be deemed personal estate, and o;ig 
shall be transferable hi the manner and under such restrictions and conditions, 
as may be provided by the by-laws, bat no shares stall be transferable until 
all previous calls thereon shall have been fully paid in, or said shares shall 
have been forfeited.] 

Sec. 11. The stock of such company shall be deemed Am( 
personal estate, and shall be transferable in the manner, ■>'» 
and under such restrictions and conditions as may be 
provided for by the by-laws ; but no shares shall be 
transferable without the assent of the company, until all T ™ 
previous calls thereon shall have been fully paid in, or 
said shares shall have been forfeited. 

[Sec. 12. All tho stockholders of any such Company shall be severally (Mi 
individually liable to the creditors of said Company, 1o an amount equal to the 
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amount of stock held by them respectively, for all debts and contracts made 
by sucb Company, until Che whole amount of stock held by him shall have 
been paid In, sod a certificate thereof have been .made and recorded, aa pre- 
scribed in the following section ; bat all stockholders of any Bach Company 
shall be individually liable for all labor performed for such Company, but shall 
not be liable to an action therefor before an execution shall be returned unsat- 
isfied in whole or in part against the Corporation ; and the amount due on audi 
execution shall he the amount recoverable, with coats, against any such stock- 
holder; and every such stockholder against whom any such recovery for such 
labor shall have been had, shall have a right to recover the same of the other 
stockholders in said Corporation, in ratable proportion to the amount of the 
stock they shall respectively hold with himself.] 

£■ Sec. 12. All the stockholders of any such Company 
shall be individually liable for all labor performed, and 
also for all ties, wood and supplies furnished for such 

ck Company, but they shall not be liable to an action there- 
for before an execution Bhall be returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part, against the corporation ; and the 
amount due on such execution shall be the amount re- 
coverable, with costs, against any such stockholder ; and 
every stockholder against whom any such recovery for 

■i labor shall have "been had, shall have the right to recover 
the same of the other stockholders in said corporation, 
in ratable proportion to the amount of stock they shall 
respectively hold. 

Sec. 13. The President and a majority of the Direc- 
tors, within thirty days after the payment of the last in- 
stallment upon any Bhares of the capital stock, shall make 

k,a certificate stating the amount of stock so paid in full, 
. and by whom it is held and paid, and the number of 
such share or shares so paid in ; which certificate shall 
be.signed hy the President and a majority of the Direc- 
tors, and sworn to by the President and Secretary ; and 
they shall, within the said thirty days, file and record the 
same in the office of the Secretary of State. 

£ Sec. 14. If the Directors of any corporation, organized 

" under this act, shall declare and pay any dividend when 
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the Company is insolvent, or the payment of which 
would render it insolvent, they shall be severally liable 
to a penalty of five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 15. If any certificate or report made, or public p™itr_ft* r. 
notice given, by the officers of any such Company, in 1 "* 01 * 
pursuance of the provisions of this act, shall be willfully 
false in any material representations, all the officers who 
shall have signed the same, knowing it to be false, shall 
be severally liable to a penalty of five hundred dollars 
each. 

Sec. 16. Every such Company proceeding to construct M^ofFmwjo 
a part of their road into or through any county named IJs^Ejg", 
in their certificate of Association, shall make a map of 
the route intended to be adopted by such Company, 
which shall be certified by a majority of the Director?, 
and filed in the office of the Register of Deeds of such 
county, for inspection and examination of all persons in- 
terested therein. 

Sec. 17. Every such corporation shall posst-ss the rwr.«j]w 
general powers, and be subject to the liabilities and re- 
strictions following, that is to say : 

1. To cause such examination and surveys for tlifignkmni) 
proposed Railroads to be made as may be necessaiy to 

the selection of the most advantageous route for the road, 
and for such purposes, by their officers, agents, and ser- 
vants, to enter upon lands or waters of any person or 
company, but subject to liability for all damages which 
they Bhall do thereto ; 

2. To receive, hold and take, such voluntary grams t^-i.^wo 
and donations of real estate and other property, as shall 

be made to it, to aid in the construction, maintenance 
and accommodation of such road ; but the real estate 
thus received by voluntary grant, shall bo held and used 
for the purposes of such grant only ; 
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iam ud 3. To purchase, and lay voluntary grants and dona - 
^ofSwrt. tiona receive and take, and by its officers, engineers, sur- 
veyors and agents, enter upon and take possession of, 
hold and use, all such lands and real estate and other 
property, as may be necessary fop the construction and 
maintenance of its railroad, and stations, depots and 
other accommodations, but not until the compensation to 
■whom- be made therefor, as agreed upon by the parties, or as- 
certained as hereinafter prescribed, be paid to the owners 
thereof, or deposited as hereinafter directed, unless the 
consent of such owner be given therefor ; 

onimmitnn. 4. To lay out its roads not exceeding sis rods wide, 
and to construct the same : and for the purpose of cutting 
embankments, and procuring stone and gravel, may 
take as much more lands within the limits of its charter, 
in the manner hereinafter provided, as may be necessary 
for the proper construction and security of the road ; 

» >™i.t- 5. To construct their road across any stream of water, 
watercourse, private road, highway, plank road, railroad, 
or canal, which the route of its road shall intersect, but 
the corporation shall restore the stream, or watercourse, 
private road, highway, plank road, railroad, or canal, to 
its former state, as near as may be ; 

V*ET'' 6. To cross, intersect, join and unite its railroad with 

""■ any other railroad now or hereafter constructed, whether 
the same he so constructed under this act, or under any 
charter now or hereafter granted, at any point on its 
route, and upon the grounds of such other Railroad Com- 
pany, with the necessary turn outs, sidings and switches, 
and other conveniences, in furtherance of the object of 

*« nmunBits connections ; and to make all such running and busi- 
ness arrangements as said Companies may agree upon ; 
and every Company whose railroad shall be intersected 
by any new railroad, shall unite with the owners of such 
new railroad in forming such intersection? and connec. 
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tions, and grant the facilities aforesaid; and if the twovbnempnwi. 
corporations cannot agree upon the amount of compensa- £jSKZ 10 ta 
tion to he made for such crossings and connections, or the 
points or manner thereof, the same shall be ascertained 
and determined by Commissioners, to be appointed by 
the Court, as is provided hereinafter for the taking of 
lands and other property, and to purchase or to take 
lands, franchises or other property, as hereinafter pro- 
vided, which shall be necessary for the construction of its 
road, and may change the line of its road, whenever a J^j^J^jJ,, 
majority of its Directors shall so determine ; but no such ll '"" h " wr ' 
change shall vary the original route of such road to ex- 
ceed five miles laterally, without the consent of the 
stockholders ; 

7. To take, transport, cany, and convey persons and t<.»™ ««>«!*, 

' r ' . J' J 1 Mill „,iJ piopar 

property on their said road, by the force and power of 
steam, of animals, or any mechanical powers, or by any 
combination of them, and receive tolls and compensation 
therefor ; 

8. To erect and maintain all necessary and convenient r- •-« s t<i*»ot» 
buildings, stations, depofs and fixtures, and machinery, 

for the accommodation and rise of their passengers, 
freight and business, and obtain and hold the lands ne- 
cessary therefor ; 

[9. To regulate the time and maimer in which passengers and property shall o>i K :Misnb-dM 
be transported, and the tolls and compensation to be paid therefor; but such 
compensation for any passenger and his ordinary baggage, shall not exceed 
three cents a mile, unless by special act of the Legislature, and shall be sub- 
ject to alteration as hereinafter provided.] 

[0. To regulate the time anil manner in which passengers and property shall ■ 1. -nil mm. u 
be transported, and the lolls and compensation to be paid therefor j but such i-'s*. ' 
compensation for any passenger and his ordinary baggage, shall not exceed 
three cents a mile, except on such railroads Id the Upper Peninsula as have in 
actual operation less than fifty consecutive miles of road, in which cases the 
rate shall not exceed five cents per mile until the first day of January, eighteen 
hundred and seventy, after which time it itiall not exceed three cents a mile, 
unless by special act of the Legislature, and shall be subject to alteration as 
hereinafter provided.] 
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r. [9. To regulate the time and manner in which passengers and property shall 
be transported, and the tolls and compensation to be paid therefor; but such 
compensation for transporting any passenger, and his or her ordinary baggage, 
shall not exceed the following prices, vi7„, on roads over twenty-five miles in 
length, three cents per mile ; on roads not oier twenty-five miles in length, four 
cents per mile ; on roads not ever twenty-Sve miles in length, for any distance 
under six miles, twenty-five cents, unless by special act of the Legislature, and 
shall be subject to alteration as hereinafter provided.] 

ft 9. To regulate the time and manner in which pas- 
sengers and property shall be transported, and the tolls 

' and compensation to be paid therefor ; bat such compen- 
sation for transporting any passenger, and his or her or- 
dinary baggage, shall not exceed the following prices, 

i. viz: On roads over twenty-five miles in length, three 
.cents per mile ; on roads not over twenty-five miles in 
length, four cents per mile; on roads not over twenty- 
five miles in length, for any distance under six miles, 
twenty-five cents, unless by special act of the Legisla- 
ture, and shall be subject to alteration as hereinafter pro- 
vided : Provided, That the rate of freight charged and 
collected bj the officers and agents of such railroad for 
tiny shorter distance, shall never exceed that charged and 
collected for the same class of goods over a longer dis- 
tance upon the said road ; nor shall the . rates of freight 
charged and collected by the officers or agents of said 
road between any intermediate stations upon said road, 
at any time exceed by more than twenty-five per cent, 
the pro rata charge per mile for the same character of 
freight over longer distances upon the, said road, or for 
the entire distance and length of said railroad. 

Sec. 18. In case any Railroad Company is unable to 

■ agree for the purchase of any real estate, property, or 
franchise, required for the purpose of its incorporation, 
and when it shall have failed to secure the same by legal 
proceeding, it shall have the right to acquire the title to 
the same in the manner and by the special proceeding 
prescribed in this act, but there shall be no power, except 
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for crossing, to take the track or rights of way of another 
Railroad Company without the consent of said Company. 

[Sic. 19. For the purpose of acquiring such title, luch Company may pre- OitiM Beetio* 
>ent a petition to the Circuit Court for suet county, (at any term thereof, or 
dnring vacation of term, to any Judge of a Court of Record,) praying tor the 
appointment of three Commissioners ; said petition shall be in the name of the 
Company, and shall be signed by one of the Directors or the Engineer, or the 
Attorney of said Company, on its behalf, and shall be verified by the oath of 
the person so signing the same, and shall contain the description of all the 
real estate, property, or franchises, or so much thereof as the Company seeks 
to acquire under fnch petition in said county; that said Company is duly 
incorporated; that it is the intention Of saidCompany in good faith to construct 
and finish a railroad from and to the places named for that purpose in its arti- 
cle of Association ; that the capital stock of the Company has been in good 
faith subscribed, as required by this act; that the Company have surveyed the 
route of its proposed road in said county, and made a map and survey thereof, 
by which said route is designated, and that they have located their said road 
according to such survey, and filed a certificate thereof, signed by a majority 
of the Directors of said Company, in 1 the clerk's office of said comity ; that the 
property described in the petition is required for the purpose of constructing, 
operating, or repairing the proposed road or its appurtenances, and that the 
Company has not been able to acquire title thereto, and the reason of snch 
inability. The petition most also state the names and places of residence of 
the parties, so far as the same can, with reasonable diligence be ascertained, 
who own, or have, or claim to own or have, estates or interest* in said prop- 
erty ; and if any such persons are infants, their ages, as near as may be, mast 
be stated, and if any of them ore idiots or persons of unsound mind, or are 
unknown, it must be so stated, together with snch other facta and allegations 
as to incumbrances, or otherwise, as the Company may see fit to make ; a copy 
of such petition, with a notice of the time and place, will be presented to snch 
Court (or to any Judge of a Court of Record,) must be served on all persons 
whose interests are affected by the proceedings, at least ten days prior to the 
presentation of the same to the Court, (or to any Judge of a Court of Record,)] 

Sec. 19. For the purpose of acquiring such title, such i«»m»i«i r 
Company may present a petition to any court of record '***»■"*■ 
for such county, and [or] to any Judge of the Circuit nKMhatM 
Court for such county daring the vacation of term, pray- 
ing for the appointment of three commissioners ; said pe- F , t ,i™ u & 
. tition shall be in the name of the Company, and shall be 
signed by one of the Directors, or the Engineer, or the 
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attorney of said Company, on its behalf, and snail be 
verified by the oath of the person so signing the same, 

wui mmi™ t« and shall contain the description of all the real estate, 
property, or franchises, or so much thereof as the Com- 
pany seeks to acquire under such petition in said county, 
that said Company is duly incorporated, that it is the in- 
tention of said Company in good faith to construct and 
finish a railroad from and to the places named for that 
purpose in its articles of association, that the capital 
stock of the Company has been in good faith subscribed 
as required by this act, that the Company have surveyed 
the route of its proposed road in said county and made a 
map and survey thereof, by which said route is designa- 
ted, and that they have located their said road according 
to such survey, and filed a certificate thereof, signed by a 
majority of the Directors of said Company, in the Regis- 
ter's office of said county, that the property described in 
the petition is required for the purpose of constructing, 
operating or repairing the proposed road or its appurte- 
nances, and that the Company has not been able to ac- 
quire title thereto, and the reason of such inability. The 
petition must also state the names and places of residence 
of the parties, so far as the same can, with reasonable dil- 
igence, be ascertained, who own, or have, or claim to own 
or have, estates or interests in said property, and if any 
snch persons are infants, their ages, as near as may be, 
must be stated, and if any of them are idiots, or persons 
of unsound mind, or are unknown, it must be so stated, 
together with such other facts and allegations as to incum-. 
brances, or otherwise, as the Company may see fit to 

wiaii «ry«d on make : a copy of such petition, with a notice of the time 
and place, [the same] will be presented to such Court, or 
to such Judge, must be served on all persons whose inter- 
ests are affected by the proceedings, at least ten days 
prior to the presentation of the same to the Court or to ■ 
such Judge. 
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First — If the person on whom such service is to hewo. >m « 
made resides in this State, and is not an infant, idiot, or 
person of unsound mind, serriee of a copy of such petition 
and notice must be made on him, or his agent or attorney, 
authorized to contract for the sale of the real estate de- 
scribed in the petition, personally, or by leaving the same 
at the usual place of residence of such person, with some 
person of suitable age ; and if he resides out of this km-mMm*. 
State, but has such Agent, as aforesaid, residing in this 
State, then service may be made on such agent in manner 
aforesaid, or upon him personally out of this State, or it 
may be by publishing a notice, stating briefly the object 
of the application, and giving a description of the land 
or property to be taken, in some daily paper published 
in the city of Detroit, and in a paper printed in the 
county in which such lands or property are situated, if 
there be one, once in each week for six weeks next previ- 
ous to the presentation of the petition ; and if the resi- 
dence of such persons residing out of this State be known, 
a copy of such petition shall be deposited in the post- 
office at least thiriy days previous to presenting such pe- 
tition, directed to such person at his place of residence, 
as near as may be, and the postage in the United States 
paid thereon. 

Second — If any person on whom such service is to be m™. «••*■, «. 
made is a minor or an idiot, or person of unsound mind, 
and resides in this State, such service shall be made as 
aforesaid, on his guardian or committee, as the case may 
be, or if none, then on the person who has the care of, or 
with whom said infant, idiot, or person of unsound mind 
resides ; but if such infant be over the age of fourteen 
years, then snch service shall be made on him personally. 

TJiird — If the person on whom such service is to be r«™™ nk«wi 
made, be unknown, or his residence be unknown, then 
such service may be made by publication for six weeks 
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in the same manner provided in the first subdivision 

in this section. 

'i- [4. In case any party to be affected by the proceedings ia an infant, idiot, or 
perion of unsound mind, and has no guardian or committee, the (Judge of 
the Circuit) Court (or any Judge of a Court of Record) shall appoint a spe- 
cial guardian or committee to attend to the interest of such infant, idiot, or 
perion of unsound mind ; and all notices to be served in the progress of the 
proceeding, may he served on such special guardian or committee.] 

*• Fourth— In case any party to be affected by the pro- 
m * KL ceedings is an infant, idiot, or person of unsound mind, 
gggj^y and has no guardian or committee, the said court or 
judge shall appoint a special guardian or committee to at- 
tend to the interests of Buch infant, idiot, or person of 
unsound mind ; and all notices to be served in the progress 
of the proceeding may be served on such special guard- 
ian or committee. 

Orjtioti «W]tI- [6, In all cases not otherwise provided for, service of orders, notices, and 
other papers in the proceedings authorized by this act, may be made as the 

(Judge of the Circuit) Court (or any Judge of a Coui t of Record) may 
direct.] 

onun.utic-.nc Fifth — In all cases not otherwise provided for, service 
of orders, notices, and other papers in the proceedings au- 
thorized by this act, may be made as the said Court or 
Judge may direct. 

OrifM (Mtira. [Sue. 20. On presenting such petition to t'je Circuit Court, as aforesaid, 

with proof of service of a copy thereof, and notice as aforesaid, all persons 
whose estate or interest is to be affected by the proceedings, may show cause 
against the prayer of the petition, and may disprove any of the facts alleged 
therein. The Court shall hear the proofs and allegations of the parties, and if 
no sufficient cause is shown against granting the prayer of the petition, it shall 
make an order for the appointment of three disinterested and competent free- 
holders, not residing or owning real estate in any township through which such 
road is to run, as commissioners to ascertain and determine the necessity for 
taking such lands, franchise, or other property, and lo appraise and determine 
the damages or compensation to be allowed to the owners and persons interested 
in the real estate or property proposed to be taken in such county for the pur- 
poses of the Company, and such Court shall fix the time and place for the first 
meeting of snch commissioners : Provided, That any person or company whose 
estate or interest is to he affected by the proceedings, may demand and have 
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from inch Court a jury of twelve freeholder!, residing in the vicinity of such 
property, to ascertain and determine the necessity for takinc such lands, fran- 
chise, or other property, and (o appraise and determine the damages or com- 
pensation to be allowed therefor; and thereupon the said Court shall make an 
order for the drawing of such jury from the petit jury box of the county, and 
the Clerk alia!) thereupon draw twelve names from such box accordingly, and 
shall issue a venire in the usual form, inserting therein the twelve names so 
drawn, and requiring snch Jury to meet at the time and place appointed there- 
for by the Court, which said venire may be served by the Sheriff or other 
proper officer of the county, as in other like cases, and if no such jury be de- 
manded, the same shall be deemed to have been waived.] 

[Sec. 20. On presenting such petition to the Circuit Conrt, or any Judge of immdnwDt, r> 

a, 1SS7. a. L W 

a Conrt of Record as aforesaid, with proof of service of a copy thereof and ■>- <& 
notice as aforesaid, all persons whose estates or interest Is to be affected by 
the proceedings, may show cause against the prayer of the petition, and may 
disprove any of the facts alleged therein ; the Judge of the Circuit Conrt, or a 
Judge of any Court of Record shall hear the proofs and allegations of the 
parties, and if no sufficient cause is shown againt granting the prayer of tho 
petition, said Circuit Court, or Jud e of any Conrt of Record, shall make an 
order appointing three disinterested and competent freeholders, not re- 
siding or owning real estate En any township or city through which 
said road is to run, as Commissioners to ascertain and determine the ne- 
cessity for taking such lands, franchises or other property, and to appraise 
and determine damages or compensation* to be allowed to the owners 
»nd persons interested in the real estate or property proposed to be taken 
In snch county for the purposes of the Company ; and snch Circuit Conrt or 
Judge of any Court of Record shall fix the time and place for the first meeting 
of snch Commissioners: Frotidtd, That any person or persons, or Company, 
whose estate or interest is affected by (be proceedings, may demand and hare 
from such Circuit Court, or Judge of any Court of Record at the time of the 
hearing of said petition, a jury of twelve freeholders residing In the vicinity of 
such property, to ascertain and determine the necessity for taking such lands, 
franchises or other property, and appraise and determine the damages or com- 
pensation to be allowed therefor, and thereupon said Court, or Judge of any 
Court of Record, shall make an order for the drawing of such jury from the 
petit jury box of the county, and the clerk shall thereupon draw twelve names 
from such box accordingly, and shall issue a venire in the usual form, inserting 
therein twelve names so drawn, and requiring such jury to meet at the time 
and place appointed therefor, by the Court or Judge of any Court of Record, 
which said venire may be served by the Sheriff or other proper officer of the 
county, as in other like cases ; and if, at the time and place appointed by said 
Conrt, or a Judge of any Court of Record, for said jury to meet, any of the 
persons so summoned do not attend, it shall be competent for said Court or 
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Judge of any Court of Record, to order the Sheriff of said county to summon 
immediately oa many competent persons as may be necessary with the persons 
in attendance as jurors to furnish a paael of twelie jurors, and said jury, 
when so summoned, shall ascertain and determine the necessity for taking 
lands, franchises or other property, and to appraise and determine the damages 
or compensation to be allowed therefor, to tbe owners or persons interested in 
each particular description of real estate mentioned in said petition, who have 
demanded such jury, and if no jury be demanded on the part of any person 
mentioned in said petition, bis or her right to tbe same shall be deemed to 
have been waited.] 

a Sec. 20. On presenting such petition to said Court or 
Judge, with proof of service of copy thereof and notice 

"■ as aforesaid, all persons whose estate or interests are to be 
affected by the proceedings, may show cause against the 
prayerof the petition, and may disprove any of the facts (a) 
alleged therein, and said Court or Judge shall hear the 
proofs and allegations of the parties, and if no sufficient 
cause is shown against granting the prayer of the petition, 
said Court or Judge shall make an order appointing three 

«t -! disinterested and competent freeholders, not residing or 
owning real estate in any township or city through which 
said road is to run, as commissioners to ascertain and de- 
termine the necessity for taking such lands, franchises, or 
other property, and to appraise and to determine damages 
or compensation to be allowed to the owners and persons 
interested in the real estate or property proposed to be 
taken in such county for the purposes of the Company, 
and such Court or Judge shall fix the time and place for 

injur*, the first meeting of Buch commissioners : Provided, That 
any person or persons or company whose estate or interest 
is affected by the proceedings, may demand and have 
from such Court or Judge at the time of the hearing of 
said petition, a jury of twelve freeholders residing in the 
vicinity of such property, to ascertain and determine the 
necessity for taking such lands, franchises or other prop- 
erty, and appraise and determiue the damages or com- 

(o) As amended in 1864. 
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pensation to be allowed therefor; and thereupon said 
Court or Judge shall make an order for the drawing of 
such jury from the petit jury box of the Court, and the 
said Court or Judge shall cause to be drawn twelve 
names from such box accordingly, and shall issue a venire 
in the usual form, inserting therein the twelve names so 
drawn, and requiring such jury to meet at the time and 
place appointed therefor by the Court or Judge, which 
said venire may be served by the Sheriff or other proper 
officer of the county, as in other cases ; and if, at the 
. time and place appointed by said Court or Judge for said 
jury to meet, any of the persons so summoned do not at- 
tend, it Bhall be competent for said Court or Judge to 
order the Sheriff of said county to summon Immediately 
as many competent persons as may be necessary with 
the persons in attendance as jurors to furnish a panel of 
twelve jurors, a»d said jury, when so summoned, shall 
ascertain and determine the necessity for taking lands, 
franchises, or other property, and to appraise and deter- Bunt* <# d» 
mine the damages or compensation to be allowed there- 
for to the owners or persons interested in each particular 
description of real estate mentioned in said petition who 
have demanded such jury, and if no jury be demanded 
on the part of any person mentioned in said petition, his 
or her right to the same shall be deemed to have been 
waived. 

[Sec. 21. The commissioner* shall take and subscribe the oath prescribed Origin 11 mu™ 
by the eighteenth article of the constitution. Any of them may issue snb- 
pcenas, administer oaths to witnesses, and a majority of them may adjourn the 
proceedings before them from time to time, in their discretion. Whenever tiny 
meet, except by the appointment of the conrt or by previous adjournment, 
they shall cause reasonable notice of such meeting to be given to the parties 
who are to be affected by their proceedings, or the attorneys or agents of such 
parties ; they snail view the premises described in the petition, and hear the 
proofs and allegations of the parties, and reduce the testimony, if any is taken 
by them, to writing ; and after the testimony is closed in each case, and with- 
out any unreasonable delay, and before proceeding to the examination of any 
other claim, a majority of them all being present and acting, shall ascertain 
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and determine the necessity of taking and using any Bach real estate or pro- 
perty for the purposes proposed, and if they deem the same necessary to be 
taken, they shall ascertain and determine the damage! or com peculation which 
ought Justly to be made by the company, on account of any damage, or on ac- 
count of the construction, repairing or operating of said railroad or iU appur- 
tenance*, to the party or parties owning or interested in the real estate or pro- 
perty appraised by them ; they or a majority of them shall also determine and 
certify what sum ought to be paid to the general or special guardian or com- 
mittee of any infant, idiot, or person of unsound mind, or to the cleric of tbe 
court, to be held for an unknown party in interest not personally served with 
notice of the proceedings, and who has not appeared, for costs or expenses 
and counsel fees. They shall make a report to the court by which they are 
appointed, signed by them, or a majority of them, of the proceedings before 
them, with the minutes of the testimony taken by them, if any. Said com- 
missioners shall be entitled to three dollars far each day they are engaged in 
the performance of their duties, to be paid by the company ; and in case a jury 
■hall have been demanded and ordered by tbe court, pursuant to section 
twenty of this act, the said jury shall proceed to ascertain and determine the 
necessity of taking and using any such real estate or property, and as well the 
damages or compensation to be paid by the company therefor, in the same 
manner and with the like effect as is provided in this section in the case of 
commissioners, but they shall alt be present and act together during the pro- 
ceedings, and shall take and subscribe an oath that they will justly and Impar- 
tially ascertain and determine the necessity of taking and using any such real 
estate or property for the purposes proposed, and if they deem the tame ne- 
cessary to be taken, will ascertain and determine the damages or compensa- 
tion which onght justly to be made by the company for the same ; and they 
shall be entitled to two dollars for each day they are engaged in the perform- 
ance of their duties, to be also paid by the company.] 
'™ j W **■ [Sec. 21. The Commissioners shall take and subscribe the oath prescribed 
p **■ by article eighteen of the Constitution; any of them may issue subpoenas, 

administer oaths to witnesses, and a majority of them may adjourn the pro- 
ceedings before them from time to time in their discretion ; whenever they 
must (meet), except by appointment of die Court, or Judge of any Court of 
Record, or by previous adjournment, they shall cause reasonable notice of 
such meeting to be given to the parties who are to be affected by their pro- 
ceedings, or the attorneys or agents of such parties ; they shall view the 
premises described in the petition, and hear the proof and allegations of the 
parties, and reduce the testimony, if any is taken by them, to writing ; and 
after the testimony is closed in such case, and without any unreasonable delay, 
and before proceeding to the examination of any other claim, a majority of 
them all being present and acting, shall ascertain and determine the necessity 
of taking and using any snch real estate or property for the purposes pro- 



>ip,tized Oy G00gle 



>ip,tized Oy G00gle 



RAILEOAD COMPANIES. 

poped ; anil if they deem the Bame necessary to bo taken, they shall a 
and determine the damages or compensation which ought justly to be made 
by the Company on account of any damage, or on account of the construction, 
repairing or operating of said railroad, or its appurtenances, to the party or 
parties owning or interested in the real estate or property appraised by them. 
They, or a majority of them, shall also determine and certify what sum ought 
to be paid to the general or special guardian or committee of an infant, idiot, 
or person of unsound mind, or to the clerk of the Circuit Court of such county, 
to be held for an unknown party in interest not personally serted with notice 
of the proceedings, and who has not appeared, for cost or expenses and coun- 
sel fees. They shall make a report to said Circuit Court, signed by them, or a 
majority ol them, of the proceedings before them, with the minutes of the tes- 
timony taken by them, if any. Said Commissioners shall be entitled to three 
dollars a day for each day they are engaged in the performance of their duties, 
to be paid by the Company, and in case a jury shall have been demanded and 
ordered by the Court, (or Judge of any Court of Record,) pursuant to section 
twenty of this act, the said jury shall proceed to ascertain and determine the 
necessity of taking and using any such real estate or property, and as well the 
damage or compensation to be paid by the Company therefor, in the same 
manner and with like effect as is provided in this section in the case of Com- 
missioners, but they shall all be present and act together during the proceed- 
ings, and shall take and subscribe an oath that they will justly and impartially 
ascertain and determine the necessity of taking and using any such real estate 
or property for the purposes proposed, and if they deem the same necessary 
to be taken, will ascertain and determine the damages or compensation which 
ought justly to be made by said Company to the owners of, or persons inter- 
ested in, each particular description of real estate mentioned in said petition, 
who have demanded said jury, and they shall be entitled to two dollars for 
each day they are engaged in the performance of their duties, to be also paid 
by the Company, (if) 

Sec. 21. The commissioners shall take and subscribe Al 
the oath prescribed by article eighteen of the constita- ?■ 
tion ; any of them may issne subpoenas, administer oaths 
to witnesses, and the majority of them may adjourn the 
proceedings before them from time to time in their dis- 
cretion ; whenever they meet, except "by appointment of 
the court, or judge of any court of record, or by previous 
adjournment, they shall cause reasonable notice of such 
meeting to be given to the parties who are to be affected 
by their procedings, or the attorneys or agents of such 

«J) Sen Nots (o Section 19. 
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parties ; they shall view the premises described in the 
petition, and hear the proof and allegations of the par- 
ties, and reduce the testimony, if any is taken by them, 
to writing ; and after the testimony is closed in such case, 
and without any unreasonable delay, and* before pro- 
ceeding to the examination of any other claim, a majori- 
ty of them all being present and acting, shall ascertain 

' and determine the necessity of taking and using any 
such real estate or property for the purpose prescribed ; 
and if they deem the same necessary to be taken, they 

fa- shall ascertain and determine the damages or compensa- 
tion which ought justly to be made by the company on 
account of any damage, or on account of the construc- 
tion, repairing or operating of said railroad, or its appur- 
tenances, to the party or parties owning or interested in 
the real estate or property appraised by them. They, or 
a majority of them, shall also determine and certify what 
sum ought to be paid to the general or special guardian 
or committee of an infant, idiot, or person of unsound 
mind, or to said court, to be held for an unknown party 
in interest not personally served with notice of the pro- 
ceedings, and who has not appeared, for cost or expenses 

«■ and counsel fees. They shall make a report to said court 
or judge, signed by them, or a majority of them, of the 
proceedings before them, if any. Said commissioners 
shall be entitled to three dollars a day for each day they 
are engaged in the performance of their duties, to be 
paid by the company ; and in case a jury shall have been 
demanded and ordered by the court or judge, pursuant 
to section twenty of this act, the said jury shall proceed 
to ascertain and determine the necessity of taking and 
using any such real estate or property, and as well the 
damage and compensation to be paid by the company 
therefor, in the same manner, and with like effect, as is 
provided in this section in the case of commissioners, 
but they shall all be present and act together during the 
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proceedings, and shall take and subscribe an oath that 
they will justly and impartially ascertain and determine 
the necessity of taking and using any Buch real estate or 
property for the purposes proposed ; and if they deem 
the same necessary to be taken, will ascertain and deter- 
mine the, damages or compensation which ought justly 
to be made by said company to the owners of, or persons 
interested in, each particular description of real estate 
mentioned in said petition, who have demanded said jury; 
and they shall be entitled to two dollars for each day 
they are engaged in the performance of their duties, to omwia, 
be also paid by the company. That full power and au- 
thority is hereby vested in the court of probate, for each'™ l »*•o•« , ■ 
of the respective counties in this State, to perform, fulfill 
and discharge the duties which, by the act to which this 
is amendatory, might have been performed by the circuit 
court for such county, or the judge thereof ; and when- 
ever any duty is to be performed by the clerk of such 
court, the same may be performed by such court of pro- 
bate. 

Sec. 22. On such report being made by the Commis- 
sioners or jury, the Court, on motion of the Company, 
shall confirm the same at the next term, or if said report gj**«" •*•* 
is made and filed during term time, then the same 
shall be confirmed during said term, unless for good 
cause shown by either party ; and when said report is 
confirmed, said Court shall make 'an order containing a 
recital of the substance of the proceedings in the matter 
of the appraisal, for which compensation is to be made, 
and shall also direct to whom the money is to be paid, ^"g^j, 1 ™ 
[or] where it shall be deposited by the Company ; said 
Court, as to the confirmation of such report, shall have 
all the powers usual in such cases. 

Sec. 23. A certified copy of the order so to be madec-woi »*«to 
shall be recorded at full length in the office of the Regis- 
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ter of Deeds for said county, in the book of deeds ; and 
thereupon, on the payment or deposit by the said Com- 

nwHRTto pany of the sum to be paid as compensation for such 
land, franchise or other property, and for costs, ex- 
penses and counsel fees as aforesaid, and as directed by 
said order, the Company shall be entitled to enter upon 
and take possession of, and use the said land, franchise 
and other property for the purposes of its incorporation ; 
and all persons who have been made parties to the pro- 
ceedings, either by publication or otherwise, shall be di- 
gested and barred of all right, estate and interest in such 
real estate, franchise or other property, until such right 
<or title shall be again legally vested in such owner ; and 

» A«ud all real estate or property whatsoever, acquired by any 
Company under and in pursuance of this act, for the pur- 
pose of its incorporation, shall be deemed to be acquired 
for public use. Within twenty days after the confirma- 
tion of the report of the Commissioners or jury, as above 

•i, U d ma provided for, either party may appeal by notice in writ- 
ing to the other, to the Supreme Court, from the ap- 
praisal or report of the Commissioners or jury ; such ap- 
peal shall be heard by the Supreme Court at any general 
or special term thereof, on such notice thereof being 
given according to the rules and practice of the Court ; 
on the hearing of such appeal, the Court may direct a 
new appraisal, before the same, or new Commissioners or 
jury, in its discretion. ■ The second report shall be final 
and conclusive upon all parties interested. If the 
amount of the compensation to be allowed by the Com- 
pany is increased by the second report, the difference 
shall be a lien on the land appraised, and shall be paid 
by the Company to the parties entitled to the same, or 
shall be deposited as the Court shall direct ; and iu such 
case all costs of the appeal Bhall be paid by the Company ; 
but if the amount is diminished, the difference shall be 
refunded to the Company by the party to whom the same 
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may have been paid, and judgment* therefor, and for all 
costs of the appeal, shall be rendered against the.party 
so appealing ; on the filing of the report, such appeal, 
when made by any claimant, of damages, shall not affect 
the Baid report aa to the right and interests of any party, 
except the party appealing, nor shall it affect any part of *g»t »»«fi 
said report in any case, except the part appealed from, S^E'wJJT*" 
nor shall it affect the possession by snch Company of the 
land appraised ; and when the same is made by others 
than the Company, it shall not be heard except on a stip- 
ulation of .the party appealing not to disturb such posses- 



Sec. 24. If there are adverse or conflicting claimants 
to the money, or any part of it, to be paid as compensa- 
tion for the real estate or property taken, the Court may 
direct the money to be paid into the said Court by the 
Company, and may determine who is entitled to the 
same, and direct to whom the same shall be paid, and 
may in its discretion order a reference to ascertain the 
facts on ■which such determination and order are to be 
made. 

Sbo. 25. The Court shall appoint a competent a ttor-c™ii»»i>£b 
ney to appear for and protect the rights of any party i^k£ 1 « , |i«&. , 
interest who is unknown, or whose residence is unknown, 
and has not appeared in the proceedings by an attorney 
or agent ; the Court shall also have power at any time to* 
amend any defect or informality in any of the specials 
proceedings authorized by this act, as may be necessary, 
or to cause new parties to be added,, and to direct such 
farther notices to be given to any party in interest as it 
deems proper ; also to appoint other Commissioners in 
the place of any who shall die, or refuse or neglect, or 
are unable to serve, or who may leave or be absent from 
the State. 
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irim. mum Sec. 26. At any time after an attempt to acquire title 
^™J^S l 'nby »ny Railroad Company by an appraisal of damages 
Ma*. 1 ** p "" r otherwise, if it shall be found that the title thereby at- 
tempted to be acquired is defective, the Company may 
proceed anew to acquire or perfect the same in the same 
manner as if no appraisal had been made ; and at any 
stage of such new proceedings, the Court may authorize 
the corporation, if in possession, to continue in posses- 
sion, and if not in possession, to take possession of and 
use such real estate or other property during the pen- 
dency and until the final conclusion of such, new pro- 
ceedings, and may stay all actions or proceedings against 
any Company, or any officer or workmen of such Com- 
pany on account thereof, on such Company paying into 
Court a sufficient sum, or giving security as the Court 
may direct, to pay the compensation therefor when final- 
ly ascertained ; and in every such case the party inter- 
ested in such real estate or other property may conduct 
the proceedings to a conclusion, if the Company delays 
or omit3 to prosecute the same. 

oriiinmi IK!!™. [Sec. 27. All Companies organized under this act (and all other Railroad 

Companies), shall hav^power from time to time to borrow such sums of 
money as they may deem necessary for completing and finishing or operating 
their railroad, and to issue and dispose of their bonds for any amount so bor- 
rowed for such sums, and at such rate of interest as tliey may deem advisable, 
and to mortgage their corporate property and franchises to secure the pay- 
ment of any debt contracted by the Company for the purposes aforesaid ; and 
the Directors of the Company may confer nn any holder of any bond issoed for 
money borrowed as aforesaid, the right to convert the principal due or owing 
thereon, into stock of said Company at any time, not exceeding twenty years 
from the date of said hond, under such regulations as the Company may see 
fit to adopt i and such Company may sell their bonds either within or without 
this State, at such rates and prices as they may deem proper ; and in case the 
capital stock of any snch Railroad Company is found to be insufficient for con- 
structing or operating its road, or for building a double track, repairs or other 
improvement to facilitate the transportation of persons and property, anch Com- 
pany may, with the concurrence of a majority of its stockholders, by vote at 
' any annual meeting, or rpecial meeting called for that purpose, increase its 
capital stock to the requisite amount.] 
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Sec. 27. All companies organized Tinder this act, and ammmm, x«. 

* ° ' 11,19(1. S.L.1M1. 

all other railroad companies, shall have power from time"' va ~ 
to time to borrow such sums of money as they may deemgjj™*™ «*> 
necessary for completing and finishing or operating their b™pS*&™E 
railroad, or any part thereof, and to issue or dispose of 
their bonds or obligations for any amount so borrowed, 
for such sums, and, such rate of interest as they may 
deem advisable, and to mortgage their corporate property 
and franchises, or any part thereof, to secure the pay- 
ment of any debt contracted, or to defray any expendi- 
ture by the company for the purpose aforesaid ; and the 
Directors of the Company may confer on any holder of noasi ™™:im.. 
any such. bond or obligation, the right to convert the 
principal due and owing thereon into the stock of said 
Company, at any time not exceeding twenty years from 
the date of said bond, under such regulations as the 
Company may see fit to adopt ; and said Company may 
sell their bonds or obligations either within or without 
this State, at such rates and prices as they may deem 
proper ; and in case the capital stock of any such Com- 
pany is found to be insufficient for constructing or 
operating its road, or for building a double track, repairs 
or other improvements to facilitate the transportation of 
persons and property, such Company may, with the con- wi.««i>iui«o"ic 
currence of a majority in value of its stockholders, by 
vote, at any annual meeting or special meeting called for 
that purpose, increase its capital to the requisite amount. 

Sec. 28. Whenever the track of any Railroad croa8e3 r H ^ ,, ,^™' ^ 
or shall cross a road or highway, such a road or high.;™"*'*' 
way may be carried under or over the track, as may be 
found most expedient ; and in case where an embankment 
or cutting shall make a change in the line of such road 
or highway desirable, with a view to a more easy ascent 
or descent, the said Company may take such additional 
lands for the construction of such road or highway, or 
such new line, as may be deemed requisite by said Di- 
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rectors, unless the land bo taken shall be purchased or 
voluntarily given for the purposes aforesaid ; the neces- 
sity thereof and the compensation therefor shall be ascer- 
tained in the manner in this act provided, as nearly as 
maybe, and duly made by said Corporation to the own- 
ers and persons interested in such lands ; the same, when 
so taken, or compensation made, to become part of such 
intersecting road or highway, in such manner and by 
such terms as the adjacent parts of the same highway 
may be held for highway purposes. 
» Sbo. 29. If, at any time after the location and use of 
the track of any Railroad Company organized under the 
provisions of this act, it shall appear to the Directors of 
said Company that the line in some parts thereof maybe 
improved, it shall be lawful for said Directors, from time 
to time, to alter the lines, and cause a new map to be 
filed in the office where the map showing the first crea- 
tion of such Company is or shall be filed, and in the 
Register's office of any county through which, by means 
of such change, said road Bhall pasB, or into which it 
shall run ; and when a new line is adopted, to take pos- 
session of the lands embraced in suoh new location that 
may be required for the construction and maintenance of 
said road on such new line, and the convenient accom- 
modations appertaining to the same, either by agreement 
with the owner or owners, or by such proceedings, as 
near as maybe, as are authorized under the preceding 
sections of this act, and use the same in place of the line 
k« for which the new is substituted. Nothing in this act 
uf contained shall authorize the said Company to make a 
location of their track within any city without the con- 
sent of the Common Council of said city, nor in any in- 
corporated village without the consent of the corporate 
authorities thereof. 
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Sec. 30. If any such corporation shall, for its purpose u*, .,*i * 
aforesaid, require any land belonging to the people of this ^3* to * 
State, or to any of the counties or towns, the Commis- 
sioner of the Land Office, and the county and town 
officers respectively , having charge of said lands, may 
grant such lands to such Corporation for a compensation 
which shall he agreed upon between them ; or in case 
they cannot so agree, then such lands shall be appraised 
as in other cases ; all notices in cases where the State is 
owner, to be served upon the Commissioner of the Land 
Office ; when the county is the owner, upon the Prose- 
cuting Attorney of such county, and when the township 
is the owner, upon the Supervisor of such township. 

Sec. 31. Every Conductor, Baggage Master, Engineer, c™j™t«™ »■ 
brakeman, or other servant of such Railroad Corpora- ™H5 
tion, organized under the provisions of this act, or other- 
wise created, employed in a passenger train, or at sta- 
tions for passengers, shall wear upon his hat or cap a 
badge, which shall indicate his office, and the initial let 
ters of the style of the Corporation by which he is em 
ployed. No Conductor, or Collector, without such badge, 
shall demand or be entitled to receive from any pasaen 
ger any fare, toll or ticket, or to exercise any of the pow- 
ers of his office ; and no other of said officers or servants; 
without such badge, shall have any authority to meddle 
or interfere with any passenger, his baggage or property. 
No person shall be employed as an Engineer, Fireman, 
Baggage Master, Conductor, or other servant, upon any 
Railroad, who uses intoxicating drinks as a beverage 
and any Company in whose service any such person shall 
be employed, shall be liable to a penalty of twenty-five 
dollars for every such offence, to be sued for in the name 
of the People of this State : Provided That no such Com- 
pany shall be liable to said penalty, unless it shall ap- 
pear that the Superintendent or other officers having 
charge or supervision over such employee so using in- 

3 ' 






RAILROAD COMPANIES. 

toxicating liquor, had knowledge of the fact that such 
employee used, or had used, while in the employ of such 
Railroad Company, such liquor. 

Sec. 82. Every Railroad Corporation in this State shall make an annual re- 
port to tha Auditor General, *hich report shall be verified by the oath of the 
Treasurer, or President and Acting Superintendent, of the operations of the 
year ending on the first day of January in each year, and shall state — 

,11 Sec. 32. Every railroad corporation in this State shall 
make an annual report to the Auditor General, which re- 
port shall be verified by the oath of the treasurer and 
president, or acting superintendent, of the operations of 
the year ending on the last day of December, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine, and annu- 
ally thereafter, of the operations of the year ending on 
the first day of September, which report shall be filed 
with the Auditor General within thirty days after the ex- 
piration of the year, as aforesaid, and shall state — 
iTtaSiitaJ' *• The capital stock and the amount actually paid in ; 

2. The amount expended for the purchase of lands for 
the construction of the road, for buildings, and for en- 
gines and cars respectively ; 

3. The amount and nature of its indebtedness, and the 
amounts due the Corporation ; 

4. The amount received for the transportation of pas- 
sengers, of property, of mails, and from other sources; 

5. The amount of freight, specifying the quantify in 
tons, of the products of the forest, of animals, of vegeta- 
ble food, and other agricultural products, manufactures, 
merchandise, and other articles ; 

6. The amount paid for repairs, engines, cars, build- 
ings, and salaries ; 

7. The number and amount of dividends, and when 
paid; 

8. The number of engine houses and shops, of engines 
and cars, and their character ; 
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9. The number of mileB run by passenger, freight, and 
other trains, respectively ; 

10. The number of men employed, and their occupa- 
tion ; 

11. The number of persons injured in life or limb, and 
the cause of such injury ; 

12. Whether any accidents have arisen' from careless- 
ness or negligence of any person in the employment of 
the Corporation, and whether such person is retained in 
the service of the Corporation. 

13. Whether the said Corporation has received any A~da«w, a p ,u 
land grant, and in case it has, the number of acres of land" 1 ' 
reserved for it, the number of acres confirmed to it, the 
number of acres sold, the rate per acre, the aggregate re- 
ceived from such sale, and how paid ; the number of 

acres contracted to be sold, and not deeded, and the rate 
per acre contracted to be paid ; the amount received upon 
the contracts, and if contracted to be sold to a stock- 
holder in said Corporation, or any member, officer, agent 
or attorney thereof, the name of such person ; the num- 
ber of acres contracted to be sold to him, the rate per 
acre, and the amonnt paid upon the contract ; 

14. The amount of municipal aid, if any, received by rbld 
said Corporation, the terms and conditions upon which Mu! .ici[«i »w. 
the same was received, the name of and amount received 

from each municipality, whether the same was in money 
or bonds, and if in bonds, at what rate, and for how 
much the same have been sold, the commission, if any, 
paid by such Corporation for the sale of said bonds, and 
to whom paid ; 

16. Such further report as the Auditor General shall, , b . d 
from time to tame, require. 

Sec. 83. Anj such Corporation which shall neglect to make inch report, or -— 

which shall willfully make a false report, shall be liable to a penalty of two 
hundred and fifty dollars, to be mad for in the name of the people of this 
State. It shall be the duty of the Auditor General to arrange the information 
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contained In such report* In a tabular form, lad prepare tho uau, together 
with the said reports, in a tingle document, for printing, for the use of the 
Legislature, on the first day of Its regular session. 

Sec. 38. Any such corporation, which shall neglect to 

lastlt-'ML make sueh report, or which shall willfully make a false 
twt? u m>k. report, shall be liable to a penalty of one thousand dol- 
ijjwtt* m »i-iars ; and it shall be the duty of the Auditor General, and 
he is hereby required, in case any such corporation in- 
curs the penalty aforesaid, to forthwith issue his warrant 
for the collection of the same in the same manner, and to 
levy and collect the same, in all respects as is now pro- 
vided by law for the collection of taxes against such cor- 
poration. 
a*u'«a*»>i<o It shall be the duty of the Auditor General to anrrn- 
"»«*- ally arrange the information contained in such report, in 

I a tabular form, and prepare the same, together with the 

said reports, in a single document, for printing, and the 
same shall be printed and published annually, at the time 
of printing and publishing of the Auditor General's an- 
nual report. 

fjmrfsut. m»n Sec. 34. This State shall have a lien upon all Railroads 
therein, and their appurtenances and stock therein, for 
all penalties, taxes and dues which may accrue to the 
State from the Corporations owning the same, which lien 
of the State shall take precedence of all demands, judg- 
ments or decrees against said Corporations ; and each 

•<<««f cwivm citizen of the State shall have a lien upon all the personal 
property of said Corporation, for all penalties, dues and 
demands against any such Corporation, to the amount of 
one hundred dollars, originally contracted within this 
State, which, after said lien of the State, shall take pre- 
cedence of all other debts, demands, judgments or de- 
crees, liens or mortgages, against said Corporation. 

igtauat* m,, Sec. 35. The Legislature may, when any Railroad 
**""»•"■ organized under this act is opened for use, from time to 
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time alter or reduce the rates of toll, fore, freight, or 
other profits upon such road ; but the same shall not, 
without the consent of the Corporation, be so reduced as 
to produce less than fifteen per cent, per annum on the 
capital actually paid in ; nor, unless on an examination 
of the amounts received and expended, to be made by 
the Auditor General, he shall ascertain that the net 
income divided by the Company from all sources for the 
year then last past, shall have exceeded an annual 
income of fifteen per cent, upon the capital of the Corpo- 
ration actually paid in. 

Sec, 36. Any Corporation organized under this law, 
shall, when applied to by the Postmaster General, con- ■* 
vey the mails of the United States on their road or roads 
respectively; and in case such Corporation shall not 
agree to the rates of transportation thereof, and as to 
time, rate of speed, manner and condition of carrying 
the same, it shall be lawful for the Governor of this State 
to appoint three Commissioners, who, or a majority of 
them, after fifteen days' notice, in writing, of the time 
and place of meeting, to the Corporation, Bhall determine 
and fix the prices, times and conditions aforesaid ; but 
such prices shall not be less for conveying said mails in 
the regular passenger trains, than the amount which said 
Corporation would receive as freight on a like weight of 
merchandise, transported on their merchandise train, and 
a fair compensation for the post-office car. And in case 
the Postmaster General shall require the mail to be car- 
ried at other hours and a higher speed than the passenger 
trains be run at, the Corporation shall furnish an extra 
train for the mail, and be allowed an extra compensation 
for the expenses and wear and tear thereof, and for the 
services to be fixed as aforesaid. 

Sec. 37. If any passenger shall refuse to pay his farej 
or toll, it shall be lawful for the Conductor of the train 
and servants of the Corporation to put him out of the 
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cars at any usual stopping place or dwelling house the 
Conductor shall select. 
£5£JlE" " ^EC. 38. Every Corporation in the last section men- 
tioned shall start and run their cars for the transportation 
of passengers and property at regular times, to be fixed 
by public notice, and shall furnish sufficient accommoda- 
conxMMa to tion for the transportation of all such passengers and 
JSTLX-S!??' property as shall, within a reasonable time previous 
thereto, offer or be offered for transportation at the place 
of starting, and the junctions of other railroads, and at 
siding and stopping places established for discharging 
and receiving way passengers and freight, and shall take, 
transport, and discharge such passengers and property 
at, from and to such places, on the due payment of toll, 
freight or fare, legally authorized therefor; and every 
euch Corporation shall transport merchandise, property 
and persons from the various stations upon said road, 
without partiality or favor, when not otherwise directed 
by the owner of said property, and with all practicable 
dispatch, and in the order in which said freight and pro- 
perty shall have been received, under a penalty, for each 
violation of this provision, of one hundred dollars, to be 
recovered by the party aggrieved, in an action of debt 
against such Corporation. 

onto ii»wt Sec. 39. In case of the refusal by such Corporation or 
Jw*S-SnS!'.r agents, so to take and transport any such passengers or 
property as aforesaid, or to deliver the same or either of 
them, at the regular or appointed time, without a legal 
or just excuse for such default, such Corporation shall 
pay to the party aggrieved all damages which shall be 
sustained thereby, with costs of* suit, or the penalty pre- 
scribed in section thirty-eight of this act, at the election 
of the party aggrieved. 
Bjc™jww*£t. Sec. 40. A bell of at least thirty pounds weight, and 
■""* a steam whistle, shall be placed on each locomotive 
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engine, and said bell shall be rung, or whistie souDded, 
at the distance of not less than eighty rods of the place 
where the said road shall cross any other road or street, 
under a penalty of fifty dollars for every neglect, to be 
paid by the corporation owning such Railroad, and the 
Railroad Corporation shall also be liable for all damages 
which shall be sustained by any person by reason of 
such neglect. 

Sec. 41. Every Railroad Corporation shall, and they c «uoq > «n» » 
are hereby authorized to cause boards to be placed, well"™ 1 " 1 "" 
supported by posts or otherwise, and maintained across 
each public road or street, where the same is crossed by 
the Railroad, and on the same level ; the boafds shall be 
elevated so as not to obstruct the travel, and to be easily 
seen by travelers, and on each side of said board shall 
be printed in capital letters, of the size of not less than 
nine inches each, the words, "Railroad Crossing; look 
out for the cars!" But this section shall not apply to 
streets in cities or villages, unless the Railroad Corpora- 
tion be required to put up such boards by the officers 
having charge of such streets. 

Sec. 42. If any person shall be intoxicated, while in uimmj »!,««. 
charge of a locomotive engine, running upon the Rail-^ e '2^ b •" ,, ta * 
road of any Corporation in this State, or while acting as 
the Conductor of any train of cars on any such Railroad, 
he shall be liable for all damages incurred or produced 
by either his neglect or inefficiency, and shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor. 

{Sac. 48. Every Railroad Corporation formed under this act shall erect and oiiitui Hr ti«. 
maintain fences on Ibe sides of their road, of the height and strength of a di- 
xision fence required by law, with suitable openings and gates therein, and 
convenient farm crossings of tbe road, for the use of the proprietors of lands 
adjoining such railroad, and also to construct and maintain cattle guards at all 
road crossings, suitable and sufficient to prevent cattle and animals from get- 
ting on to the railroad; until such fences and cattle guards shall be duly made, 
the Corporation and its agents shall be liable for all damages which shall be 
done by their agents or engines to cattle, horses, or other animals thereon, and 
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all other damages which may result from the neglect of laid Corporation to 
erect and maintain fences and farm crossings as aforesaid ; and after sncb 
fences and guard* shall be duly made and maintained, the Corporation shall 
not be liable for any such damages unless negligently or willfully done ; and if 
any person shall ride, lead or drive any horse or animal npoo such road, stud 
within each fences and guards, other than at Arm crossings, without the con- 
sent of the Corporation, he shall, for erery snch offense, forfeit a sum not ex- 
ceeding ten dollars, and shall also pay all damages which shall be sustained 
thereby, to the party aggriered.J 

an. Seo. 43. Every railroad corporation formed under this 
act, and erery person or corporation owning or occupy- 
ing any railroad within this State, under any of the laws 
thereof, shall erect and maintain fences on the aides of 
their respective roads, of a height and strength of a divi- 
sion fence required by law, with suitable openings and 
gates therein, and convenient for farm crossings of the 
road, for the use of the proprietors of lands adjoining: 
such railroad ; and also to construct and maintain cattle 
guards at all road crossings, suitable and sufficient to- 
prevent cattle and animals from getting on to the rail- 
road ; until such fences and cattle guards shall be duly 
made, the corporation or person, and its or his agents, 
shall be liable for double all damages which shall be- 
done by their agents, or engines, or cars, to cattle, horses, 
or other animals thereon, and all other damages which 
may result from the neglect of said corporation or per- 
son to erect and maintain fences and farm-crossinga as 
aforesaid ; and after such fences and guards shall be duly 
made and maintained, tne corporation shall not be liable 
for any such damages, unless negligently or willfully 
done ; and if any person shall ride, lead or drive any 
horse or animal upon such road, and within such fences 
and guards, other than at farm-crossings, without the 
consent of the Corporation, he shall, for every such 
offense, forfeit a sum not exceeding ten dollars, and shall 
also pay all damages which shall be sustained thereby 
to the party, aggrieved. 
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3eo. 44. In case any passenger on any Eailroad shall tap. -^m- 
be injured while oft the platform of a car, or on any bag- ™™ ** iB " ,r » 
gage, wood, or freight car, in violation of the printed 
regulations of the Company, posted up at the time, in a 
conspicuous place inside its passenger cars then in the 
train, such Company shall not be liable for the injury : 
Provided, Said Company at the time furnished room and 
seats inBide its passenger cars sufficient for the proper 
accommodation of its passengers. 

[Sac. 45. Every Corporation formed under the provisions of this act, shall, ori*i»»i mcu». 
on or before the first day of July, pay the State Treasurer an annual tax of one 
per cult, on the capital stock of said Company paid in, which tax shall be in 
lien of all other taxes npon the property of said Company, whether real, per- 
sonal, or mixed, except penalties by this act imposed; the said tax shall be es- 
timated npon the last annnal report of said Corporation ; but nothing con- 
tained in this section shall apply to any existing Corporations.] 

[Sec. 46, Every Corporation formed under the provisions of this act, shall, AmmdmtBt, Kv~ 
on or before the first day of July in each year, pay the State Treasurer an an- p.'jsi * 

nual tax of one per cent, on the capital stock of said Company paid In, which 
tax shall be in lieu of all other taxes npon the property of said Company, 
whether real, personal, or mixed, except penalties by this act imposed. The 
said tax shall be estimated npon the last annnal report of said Corporation, 
which report shall be made on oath and filed with the Auditor General in the 
month of January in each year; but nothing contained in this section shall apply 
to any Corporation existing at the time of the approval of the act to which 
this is amendatory, nor to alter, reduce, or in any wise affect the tax of any 
other Corporation : Provided, That no such Corporation shall be liable to pay 
any tax on that part of its capital expended on any portion of it* road which 
Is not opened and used.] 

Sec. 46. Every Corporation formed under the provi- i..«.urii 
sions of this act, shall, on or before the first day of July Mt 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty- nine, in-ita. * *• 
and annually thereafter on or before the first day of*" , "' L 
October of each year, pay to the State Treasurer, on the 
statement of the Auditor General, an annual tax of one 
per cent, on the capital stock of said Company paid in, 
and also upon all sums of money, whether arising from 
the net proceeds of said road, from municipal aid, from 
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the Bale of lands, or from other sources, as shall from 
time to time be invested in the original construction and 
stocking or in any new construction or stocking of 
said road, which tax shall be in lieu of all other 
taxes upon the property of said Company, whether 
real, personal, or mixed, except penalties by law 
imposed ; and such tax shall be estimated upon the last 
annual report of said Corporation, filed in the office of 
the Auditor General, as required by section thirty-two of 
x<.twiat,i.i« thiB act; but nothing contained in this section shall 

cafiau oorporftlloa ■ ■ ■ « 

apply to any corporation existing at the time of the 
approval of the act of which this is amendatory, nor to 
alter, reduce, or in any way affect the tax of any corpo- 
ration not formed under the provisions of said act : Pro- 
pi.**. vided, That no corporation formed under the provisions 

of the act to which this is amendatory, shall be liable to 
pay any tax on any money expended on any portion of 
its road which has not been opened for use. 
pwitta ■•>]« Sec. 46. All penalties incurred under the provisions 
—*■ of this act, when not otherwise provided for, may be 

sued for in the name of the People of the State of Mich- 
igan ; and if such penalty be for a sum not exceeding 
one hundred dollars, then such suit may be brought 
before a Justice of the Peace. 
wh» i,™.,. Sec. 47. If any Railroad Corporation shall not, within 
™* three years after its incorporation, begin the construction 

of its road, and expend thereon ten per cent, on the 
amount of its capital, and finish the road and put it in 
full operation in seven years thereafter, its act of incor- 
poration shall become void, so far as it applies to that 
portion of said road then unfinished. 
cwpbj h k>« Sec. 48. Any Railroad Company receiving freight for 
w^jrf ■""■»« transportation, shall be entitled to the same rights, and 
subject to the same liabilities as common carriers, except 
as herein otherwise provided. Whenever two or more 
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Railroads are connected together by running arrange- 
ments, any Company owning cither of said roads receiv- 
ing freight to be transported by agreement to any place 
on the line of either of the said roads so connected, shall 
be liable as common carriers for the delivery of such 
freight at such place. In case any such Company shall 
become liable to pay any sum, by reason of the neglect 
or misconduct of any other Company or Companies, the 
Company paying such sum may collect the same of the 
Company or Companies by reason of whose neglect or 
misconduct it became so liable. No Railroad. Corpora- 
tion created in this State shall be suffered to lessen, 
or directly or indirectly abridge their common law liabil- 
ity as such common carriers. 

Sec. 49. Any Railroad Company in this State may, „,, „ v , llooV 
by means of subscription to the capital of any other 
Company or otherwise, aid such Company in the con- 
struction of its Railroad, with the assent of such other 
Company ; or any Railroad Company, in order to facili- 
tate the transaction of business, and prevent the expense 
to the public of delays, stoppages, and unnecessary tran- 
shipment of merchandise and passengers, may make anjii„ mU r.w. 
arrangements with other Railroad Companies within or 
without this State, for the running of its cars over the 
road of such other Company, ©r for the working and 
operating of such other Railroads as said Companies _ 
shall mutually agree upon ; such agreement, however, to 
be filed in the office of the Secretary of State, and be 
open to the inspection of the public ; and any two or 
more Railroad Companies whose lines are connected, 
may enter into any arrangements for their common bene- 
fit, consistent with, and calculated to promote the objects 
for which they were created : Provided, That no such aid 
shall be furnished, nor arrangement perfected, until a KMUll£0f ,„ 
meeting of stockholders of each of said Companies shall ■"**■ 
have been called by the Directors thereof, at such time 
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anil place, and Id such manner as they shall designate, 
and the holders of a majority in interest of the stock of 
such Company represented at Bach meeting, in person or 
"by proxy, and voting thereat, shall have assented 
thereto. 

Seo. 50. Any Railroad Company in this State, form-' 
ing a continuous or connected line with any other 
Railroad Company, may consolidate with such other 
Company either in or out of this State, into a single Cor- 
poration : Provided, That no such Companies having 
parallel lines, or lines diverging and converging, but 
being conterminous, shall be permitted to consolidate 
themselves into one Corporation. The Directors of said 
two or more Corporations may enter into an agreement 
under the corporate seal of each, for the consolidation of 
the said two or more Corporations, prescribing the terms 
and conditions thereof, the mode of carrying the same 
into effect, the name of the new Corporation, the number 
df the Directors thereof, which shall not be less than 
seven nor more than thirteen, the time and place of hold- 
ing the first election of Directors, the number of shares 
of capital stock in the new Corporation, the amount of 
each share, the manner of converting the shares of capi- 
tal stock in each of said two or more Corporations into 
shares in such new Corporation, with such other details 
as they shall deem necessary to perfect such consolida- 
tion of said Corporations ; and such new Corporation 
shall possess all the powers, rights, and franchises con- 
ferred upon such two or more Corporations, and shall be 
subject to all the restrictions, and perform all the duties 
imposed by the provisions of their respective charters or 
laws of organization, not inconsistent with the provisions 
of this act. Such agreement of the Directors Bhall not 
be deemed to be the agreement of the said two or more 
Corporations, until after it has been submitted to the 
stockholders of each of said Corporations separately, at 
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a meeting thereof, to be called as aforesaid, and has been 
sanctioned by such stockholders, by the vote of a major- 
ity in interest of the stockholders present at such meet- 
ing, in person or by proxy, and voting, each share of 
capital stock being entitled to one vote ; and whes snch 
agreement of the Directors has been so sanctioned by each 
of the meetings of the stockholders separately, after 
being submitted to such meetings in the manner above 
mentioned, then snch agreement of the Directors shall be 
deemed to be the agreement of the said two or more Cor- 
porations. 

Skc. 51. Upon making the agreement mentioned in wv* uit«»ot 
the preceding section, in the manner required therein, Mifl*-.* 1 ;,"***, 
filing a duplicate or counterpart thereof in the office of 
the Secretary of State, the said two or more Corporations 
mentioned or referred to in the said section, shall be 
merged in the new Corporation provided for in such 
agreement, to be known by the corporate name therein 
mentioned, and the details of such agreement shall be 
carried into effect as provided therein. 

Sec. 52. Upon the election of the first Board of Direc- Kw.».f™i> 
tors of the Corporation created by said agreement, all 
and singular the rights and franchises of each and all of 
said two or more Corporations, parties to such agree- 
ment, all and singular their rights and interests in and to 
every species of property and things in action, shall be 
deemed to be transferred to, and vested in, such new Cor- 
poration, without any other deed or transfer ; and such 
new Corporation shall hold and enjoy the same, together 
with all the right of way and all other rights of property, 
in the same manner, and to the same intent as if the said 
two or more Corporations, parties to such agreement, 
should have continued to retain the title and transact the 
business of such Corporations : and the titles and the 
real estate acquired by either of said two or more Corpo- 
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rations shall not "be deemed to revert or be impaired by 
j»n means of anything in this act contained : Provided, That 
all rights of creditors, and all liens upon the property of 
either of said Corporations, paities to said agreement, 
shall be, and hereby are, preserved unimpaired, and the 
respective Corporations shall continue to exist, so far as 
may be necessary to enforce the same : And provided 
further, That all the debts, liabilities and dnties of either 
Company shall thenceforth attach to such new Corpora- 
tion, and be enforced against the same, to the same 
extent and in the. same manner as if such debts, liabili- 
ties and duties had been originally incurred by it. 

.■ Sec. 53. Whenever, two Railroad Companies shall, 

*J for a portion of their respective lines, embrace the same 
location of line, they may, by agreement, provide for the 
construction of so much of said line as is common to 
both of them, by one of the Companies, and for the man- 
ner and terms upon which the business thereon shall be 
performed. Upon the making of such agreement, the 
Company that ia not to construct the part of the line 
which is common to both, may alter and amend its arti- 
cles of Association so as to terminate at the point of 
intersection, and may reduce its capital to a sum not less 
than ten thousand dollars for each mile of the road pro- 
posed to be constructed, in such amended articles of 
Association. Nothing in this act shall be construed to 
release any chartered Company from building any line 
of road which by its charter it is obligated to build, or 
to transfer to any other Company, by virtue of this sec- 
tion, or any agreement made iu pursuance thereof, such 
obligation. 

uwi Ssc. 54. Whenever the death of a person shall be 
cauBed by wrongful act, neglect or default of any Bail- 
road Company or its agents, and the act, neglect or 
default is such as would (if death had not ensued) entitle 
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the party injured to maintain an action and recover dam- 
ages, in respect thereof, then, and in every sttch case, tbe 
Railroad Corporation which would have been liable ifysj-y- 
death had not ensued, shall be liable to an action for 5 m* »& 
damages, notwithstanding the death of the person 
injured, and although the death shall have been caused 
under such circumstances as amount in law to felony. 

Sec. 55. Every such action shall be brought by and a,^** 
in the names of the personal representatives of BnchSE* lw ' 
deceased person, and the amount recovered in any such 
action shall be for the exclusive benefit of the widow and 
next of kin of such deceased person, and shall be dis- 
tributed to such widow and next of kin in the proportion 
provided by law in relation to the distribution of per- 
sonal property left by persons dying intestate ; and in 
any such action the jury may give such amount of dam- 
ages as they shall deem a fair and jnst compensation, : 
not exceeding five thousand dollars, with reference to the 
pecuniary injuries resulting from such death to the wife 
and next of kin of such deceased person: Provided, 
That any such action shall be commenced within twO"ms*«cf«r 
years of the death of such person ; but nothing herein 
contained shall affect any suit or proceedings heretofore 
commenced and now pending in any of the Courts of 
this State. 

Sec. 56. If any President, Secretary or other officer 
of any Railroad Corporation within this State shall will- 
fully, and with intent to defraud said Corporation or any 
other person, make, sign, issue, sell, or offer to Bell any 
false or fraudulenl stock or other evidence of debt of said 
Corporation, he shall be deemed guilty of felony, and 
shall be punished by imprisonment in the State Prison 
at hard labor, not less than three years. 

Sec. 57. Any conductor, engineer, servant, or other 
employee of any railroad corporation, who shall will- 
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fully violate any of the written or printed rules thereof, 
in relation to the running of cars or train for the trans- 
portation of persona or property, shall be subject to a 
fine of not less than twenty-fire, nor more than one hun- 
dred dollars, or to imprisonment in the county jail not 
more than six months. 

Sec. 58. If any person shall, by the placing of any 
impediment upon the track of any Railroad, or by any 
other means whatsoever, willfully endanger* or attempt 
to endanger the lives of persons engaged in the work of 
said road, or persons traveling on the engine or cars of 
said road, he shall be subject to imprisonment in the 
State Prison daring his natural life, or any number of 
years, at the discretion of the Court. 
itoiKtiixcd Sec. 59. A check shall be fixed to every parcel of 
baggage, when taken for transportation by the agent or 
servant of such Corporation, if there is a handle, loop or 
fixture so that the same can be attached upon the parcel 
cwctoiM °f baggage so offered for transportation, and a duplicate 
*fen>t<- thereof given to the passenger or person delivering the 
same on his behalf; and if such check be refused on 
demand, the Corporation shall pay to such passenger the 
sum of ten dollars, to be recovered in a civil action ; and 
further, no fare or toll shall be collected or received from 
such passenger ; and if such passenger shall have paid 
his fare, the same shall be refunded by the Conductor in 
charge of the train ; and on producing said check, if his 
baggage shall not be delivered to him, he may himself be 
a witness in any suit brought by him to prove the con- 
tents and value of such baggage. 
.wfttkht. Sec. 60. Every Railroad Company which shall have 
•** had unclaimed freight not perishable, or unclaimed bag- 
gage, in its possession, for a period of one year at least, 
may proceed to sell the same at public auction, and out 
of the proceeds may retain the charges of transportation 
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and storage of such freight, and the expenses of adver- 
tising and sale thereof ; tmt no each sale shall he made 
until the expiration of six weeks from the first publiaa- 
tion of notice of such sale in at least one newspaper pub- ag***** 
lished in the City of Detroit, and also in one newspaper 
published at, or nearest the place where such freight or 
baggage was directed to be left, and also at the place 
where such sale is to take place ; and said notice shall 
contain a description of such freight or baggage, the 
place at which, and the time when the same was left, as 
near as may be, together with the name of the owner or 
person to whom consigned, if known ; and the expenses 
incurred for advertising shall be a lien upon such freight 
in a ratable proportion, according to the value of each ar- 
ticle, package or parcel, if more than one ; in case such 
unclaimed freight shall be in its nature perishable, then 
the same may be sold as soon as may be, on giving the 
notice required in this section, after its receipt at the 
place where it was directed to be left. Such Railroad 
Company shall make an entry of the balance of the pro- o»wt» « 
ceeds of the sale, if any, of each parcel of freight owned*"* 
by or consigned to the same person, as' near as can be as- 
certained, and at any time within five years thereafter 
shall refund any surplus so retained to the owner of such 
freight or baggage, his or her heirs or assigns, on satis- 
factory proof of such ownership. 

Sec. 61. Every passenger, freight, or other train ofc™*™* 
cars running upon any railroad, shall come to a fullSSt 
Btop before crossing any other railroad built or con- 
structed upon the same grade ; and every Engineer, 
Conductor, or other person having charge or control of 
such train of cars, who shall offend against the provis- 
ions of this section, shall forfeit for each offence the sum 
of one hundred dollars, to be recovered by action of 
debt ; and any Railroad Company who shall, by their 
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rules and regulations for running trains of cars upon 
such Railroad, require any passenger, freight, or other 
train to cross any other Railroad built or constructed 
upon the same grade, without coming to a full stop "be- 
fore such crossing, shall forfeit a like sum for every day 
such rule or regulation shall continue in force, to be re- 
covered as aforesaid. , 
outrinoKio Sec. 62. In forming a passenger train upon any Rail- 

to - road organized under the provisions of this act, baggage, 

freight, merchandise or lumber cars, shall not be placed 
in the rear of the passenger cars ; and if they, or any of 
them, shall be so placed, the officer or agent who so di- 
rected, or knowingly suffered such arrangement, shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and be punished ac- 
cordingly. 
» «i*.kd. , Sec. 63. All acts the subjects of which are herein re- 
enacfecl, or which contravene or are inconsistent with the 
terms and intention of this act, are hereby repealed. 
Sec. 64. This act shall take effect immediately, 
dwiui wcnon. Sec. 65. Every railroad company organized under 
L.18S1. p. s«. tliis act may enter into arrangements, and make con- 
u™i, i D ibor tracts for its benefit, and consistent with, and calculated 
""' to, promote the objects for which it was organized, with 

any other railroad company within or without this State, 
when the lines of such railroads are connected by water 
or otherwise : Provided, Such arrangements and con- 
tracts shall not release said company so organized under 
this act, or the directors or stockholders thereof, from any 
duties or liabilities imposed upon them by the laws of 
»•"• this State : And provided further, That nothing in this 

section contained shall be construed to authorize any 
railroad companies to bridge, dam, fill up or divert tlie 
course of the St. Clair river, or any other navigable 
waters in this State, nor to consolidate the stock of any 
railroad companies. 
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;r any railroad company 
filed its articles of association, as provided in the act to 1 " 
which this act ia amendatory, and obtained snfficient*"*™!-*'* 
subscription to its capital stock, including any municipal 
aid actually voted in its behalf by virtue of any law of 
this State, to construct a division of its line of not less 
than fifteen consecutive miles, at the rate of six thousand 
dollars per mile, such company shall be authorized to call 
a meeting of its stockholders, and elect directors of said 
company, in the manner prescribed in sections 4 and 5 of 
the act to which this act is amendatory, and said directors 
may proceed to designate a division of not less than fifteen 
consecutive miles of the line of said company for con- 
struction ; and said company shall have full power and 
authority to construct, operate and maintain a railroad 
upon the division of said company' s line which may have 
been thus designated as aforesaid, and for that purpose xu«u«tai>- 

a r * Kitfttaa to link. 

shall have ample power to assess and enforce collection 
of its capital stock subscribed by persons residing along, 
or collateral, or within two miles of either of the termini 
of such designated division of said company's line, in the 
manner prescribed by the act to which this act is amenda- 
tory, and to receive and avail itself of the benefit of any 
aid that may have been, or may hereafter be, voted in its 
behalf, by virtue of any law in this State, by any muni- 
cipality along, adjoining or coterminous with, such desig- 
nated division of its line. But Buch company, for the 
purpose of constructing such designated division, shall 
not make collections from subscribers not residing along, c « «* mm. 
collateral to or within two mileB of either of the termini 
of such designated portion of such company's line, nor 
to receive the aid voted or to be voted in its behalf by 
municipalities not situated along, adjoining or cotermin- 
ous with such designated division, except by express 
agreement. And said company, from time to time, may ^ „„„„„, ,„ 
continue the construction of its line by designating other 

, Google 



RAILROAD COMPANIES. 

divisions of not less than five consecutive miles each, and 
may construct, operate and maintain a railroad upon 
such further designated division or divisions in the same 
manner and with the same rights, privileges and limita- 
tions hereinbefore specified : Provided, That in case of 
the construction, by such company, of a division of its 
line of road, as hereinbefore provided, it shall not, by 
reason of inability to construct any additional portion of 
its road, lose or forfeit any of its corporate rights, fran- 
chises or privileges : Arid provided further, That all sub- 
scribers and aiding municipalities shall be liable accord- 
ing to the termB of their subscriptions or votes, whenever 
the construction of the entire line of road of said com- 
pany shall have been entered upon by said company. 



AN ACT to amend an Act entitled, " An Act to Provide for the Incorpora- 
tion of Railroad Companies." Approved February 12, 1855. Took effect 
Maj IB, 1S55. Laws of 1855, p. 193. 

Sec. 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact, 
That section fifty-nine of an act entitled, "An Act to 
Provide for the Incorporation of Railroad Companies," 
be amended by adding, at the end of said section, the fol- 
lowing words : " Provided that nothing in this Act con- 
tained shall be in any manner whatsoever construed to 
revive or continue in force any charter of incorporation, 
where forfeitures have been incurred, or to affect any 
suit or proceeding at law, "now pending relative to any 
alleged forfeiture of franchises on the part of any such 
». Railroad Corporation of this State, nor in any manner to 
waive or release any such forfeiture of franchise alleged 
to have been incurred by any such Railroad Corporation 
prior to the passage of this Act." t So that said section, 
aB amended, will read as follows, viz. : " All Acts, the 
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subjects of which are herein re-enacted, or which contra- 
vene, or are inconsistent with the viewB and intentions of 
this act, are hereby repealed : Provided, That nothing in 
this act contained shall, in any manner whatsoever, be 
construed to revive or continue in force any charter of in- 
corporation, where forfeitures have been incurred, or. to 
affect any suit or proceeding at law now pending, rela- 
tive to any alleged forfeiture of franchises on the part of 
any such Railroad Corporation of this State, nor in any 
manner to waive or release any such forfeiture of fran- 
chise alleged to have been incurred by any such Railroad 
Corporation prior to the passage of this act." (e) 

It) It will be perceiTed that original Section niitr-three iru the Section detuned 
to be emended by this Act, instead offilU-nine. 
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AN ACT in relation to mortgages against preferred stock in, and the delivery 
of goods by, Railway Companies. Approved Feb. 10, 1859. S. L. 1859, 
p. 252. 

Sec. 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact, **w* 
That upon the foreclosure of any mortgage or pledge of 
the property and franchises of any railway corporation, 
if the railway track and its appurtenances are sold at 
the sale thereunder, and if the purchaser or purchasers 
shall, either by purchase from said company or other- m^,*,. 
wise, provide suitable equipments for running said road, 
and performing in all respects the duties to the public by 
law incumbent on said corporation, and shall transfer to 
said corporation again its railway track and appurtenan- 
ces, and all and singular the equipments necessary to 
run the same and perform all its duties to the public, and 
shall, under their hands and seals, and verified by their 
oaths, declare that he or they, having become such pur- 
chaser or purchasers, are desirous of continuing to 
perform the duties and enjoying the franchises and immu- 
nities of said corporation, and state In said declaration, 
under oath, that they have so provided the means for 
continuing the same, and set forth the name whioh he or 
they desire said corporation to be thereafter called, and 
shall file said declaration with the Secretary of State, 
together with a copy of the order confirming the sale to 
him or them, and notify the Attorney General, then such 
purchaser or purchasers shall be at liberty to issue, and 
themselves hold, new stock in said corporation to such 
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an amount and of sueh denomination as they shall deem 
proper : Provided, That unless additional stock shall be 
in good faith subscribed by persons able fully to pay up 
the same, new stock to a greater amount shall not be 
issued than sufficient at par to represent the fair value of 
all the property and rights then owned by said corpora- 

*k.tion. When said new stock shall be issued, and the 
holders thereof shall proceed as they are hereby author- 
ized to do, to elect officers for said corporation, and said 
officers shall duly qualify for the same, as by the char- 
ter required, the old officers of said company shall be 
superseded, and the old stock in said corporation shall 
be deemed forfeited, and may be cancelled on the books 
of said corporation, and the new stockholders and offi- 
cers shall, in the law, be deemed and taken to be the 
stockholders and officers of said corporation, the charter 
and all laws appertaining thereto, continuing to be the 
charter and laws regulating and governing said corpora- 
tion, except that it may be known and called, and sue 
and he sued , and may contract, and do all acts which in 
the law it could have done in its old name, in and by the 
name set forth in the declaration aforesaid. And the 
said corporation shall not be liable for any debts or obli- 
gations except those by it thereafter contracted. But no 

: prior mortgage or lien shall be in any way affected by 
such proceeding, and all property whatsoever, if any, 
that shall not be sold, shall remain liable for all the 
debts of such corporation, and no liability of any corpo- 
rator, director, or other person whatsoever, shall be in 
any wise lessened or affected by any proceeding or act 
authorized by this act 

Sbc. 2. "When it Bhall he necessary to make loans in 
order to meet the just liabilities, or to carry out the law- 
ful objects and duties of any railroad corporation within 
this State, or, if any of its creditors, holding its bonds, 
or other obligation of indebtedness whatsoever, shall be 
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willing to exchange the same for preferred or secured 
stock, it shall be lawful for any such corporation, a vote 
of a majority of the stockholders being first obtained 
therefor, to issue such stocks, and to secure in any law- 
ful mode the prescribed dividends thereon, and to make 
the same payable in preference to dividends upon the 
other stock of Baid corporation : Provided, That no div- pmn*. 
idend shall be secured greater than the rate of eight per 
cent., unless all the stockholders shall vote therefor, and 
in no case greater than the rate of interest allowed by 
law at the time such stock shall be issued. Such pre- 
ference may be full or partial, and subject to such condi- 
tions and terms as said corporation may deem proper ; 
and such stock shall be redeemable and payable upon 
such terms and at such times as shall t>e provided in the 
resolution authorizing the issue thereof, but no such 
stock shall be sold at less than its par value. 

Sec. 3. Every railway company in this State is an-p««iid< 
thorized to make personal delivery of every parcel, pack- 
age, or quantity of goods or property, if the consignee of 
such property shall reside within two miles of the termi- 
nus, or railway station, or other terminus of the carriage 
of such property by the main line of such carrier, and 
they are hereby authorized to employ or own all the 
means necessary to perform such duty, and to place the 
men and vehicles therefor under the government and sole 
regulation of the Superintendent or other proper officer 
of such companies. Such delivery shall be at the house, 
shop, office, or other place of business of the consignee, 
according to the nature of such property, and where the 
owner or consignee desires to have the same : Provided, promt. 
That in all cases where the consignor or consignee shall 
desire to have said property taken at the depot, station, 
or other terminus of the carriage of the same, he shall be 
at liberty to do so, and on notice given, either by a party 
sending goods, or a party expecting to receive any that 
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he or they bo desire, they shall remain in the usual man- 
ner, and for the usual time in the custody of said car- 
riers, subject to the order of the owner thereof : Pro- 
vided, That when the by-laws or ordinances of any mu- 
nicipal corporation requires any sum of money to be paid 
annually or otherwise, for licenses by draymen or other 
common carriers in such municipal corporation, said 
railway companies shall not have the benefit of this sec- 
tion without paying into the treasury of such municipal 
corporation such sum or sums of money for such and 
every of the drays or other vehicles of carriage, for the 
delivery of goods provided for in this section, as may be 
provided in said by-laws or ordinances for licensed dray- 
men, and other like common carriers. r 

Sec. 4. This act is ordered to take immediate effect. 

Approved February 10, 1850. 



s. l., ish, mot. Sec. 1. The people of the State of Michigan enact, 
That all railroad corporations doing business in this 
State shall, between the first day of July and the twen- 
tieth day of August, in each year, cause all noxious 
weeds growing on the lands occupied by them in any 
city, village or organized township of this State, to be 
cut down and destroyed, 

Seo. 2. In case any railroad company Bhall refuse or 
neglect to comply with the requirements specified in the 
first section of this act, they shall be liable in a penalty 
of twenty -five dollars, to be prosecuted for in an action 
of dsbt by any person feeling himself aggrieved ; said 
suit maybe brought before any justice of th« peace of 
the county, who shall require of the complainant surety 
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to pay the costs in case be fails to maintain his action. 
Summons may be served on any agent or officer of the 
company. 

Approved February 15, 1859. 



AN AC! relative to tender of damages by railroad companies. 

Sec. 1. The People of the Slate of Michigan enact, s. 
That when any railroad company desires to acquire the 
right of way through any lands or premises, such com- 
pany may, previous to or after proceedings are com- 
menced for such purpose, tender to the owner or owners 
of said lands or premises, any sum of money which such 
company shall conceive sufficient amends for the dam- 
ages for sucb right of way, together with the cost to the 
time of making such tender ; and if it shall appear in the 
progress of such proceedings, or upon the assessment of 
damages, that the amount so tendered was sufficient to 
pay sucb damages, and twenty-five per cent, over and 
above the same, and the costs of tbe suit or proceedings 
up to the time of sucb tender, the owner or owners of 
such lands or premises shall not be entitled to recover or 
collect any costs incurred subsequent to tbe time of such 
tender, but shall be liable to such railroad company for 
the costs incurred by it subsequent to such time. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 18, 1863. 
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AN ACT supplementary to an act entitled "an act to proride for tha incor- 
poration of railroad torn pa Dies," approved February twelfth, eighten hun- 
dred and fifty-live, 

«■ Sec. 1. TJie people of the State of Michigan enact, 
That any railroad company formed according to the pro- 
visions of the act entitled "an act to provide for the in- 
corporation of railroad companies," approved February 
twelfth, eighteen hundred and fifty -five, or acts amenda- 
tory therof, may, by a vote, or by written consent of two- 
thirds of its stockholders, amend its original articles of 
association in any manner they may deem proper, as 
provided for in the second section of the act aforesaid. 
Such amendments shall be attested, under the seal of 
this company, by the president and secretary, setting 
forth the fact of their adoption by vote or by written con- 
sent of two-thirds of all the stockholders, and appending 
there their names, residence and number of shares repre- 
sented respectively, which, when filed with the Secreta- 
ry of State, shall have the same effect and to the same 
extent as original articles of association, and supersed- 
ing, in point of difference, articles of association and 
amendments thereto of prior date. 

Sec. 2. In cases of vacancies occurring, by resigna- 
tion or otherwise, in the number of directors named in 
the articles of association, or the amendments thereto, a 
quorum of the board shall have power to fill such vacan- 
cies, by appointment of stockholders, who shall con- 
tinue as directors until the annual or special meeting of 
stockholders for the election of directors. 

Sec. 3. Whenever any railroad company shall have 
constructed any portion of the road named in its articles 
of association, the said company may mortgage such 
portion, together with the franchises and superstructure 
thereof, and with or without the rolling stock, furniture 
and equipment belonging thereto, for the purpose of 
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raising means to pay the indebtedness of such company, 
and to construct any other portion of such road, without 
including in any such mortgage, or thereby affecting 
any other portion of said road, or the franchises apper- 
taining thereto, except as expressly professed to be cov- 
ered by such mortgage. 

Sec. 4. The directors of any railroad, as aforesaid, r*-m > 
may sell or dispose of, or pledge unsubscribed shares of ™*j* 
the capital stock, in payment of real estate purchased for 
the use of the road, or for contract work upon it, or for 
other valuable consideration, to the company, in lieu of 
money or of bonds. The certificate of the secretary and 
treasurer of the company, attested by its seal, that cer- 
tain shares of stocks, described therein by the number of 
the certificate value, and number of shares, had been, by 
order of the directors of the company, issued to the par- 
ties named as full paid stock, shall be proper proof of 
the fact ; and such certificates from the company shall 
be rendered in the annual report of the State Treasurer, 
and the specific tax paid thereon according to law. 

Sec. 5. All acts and parts of acts contravening the s-p-l 
provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Approved March 20, 1863. 



AN ACT relative to the issuing of false, fraudulent and part paid shares of [La 

stock of Railroad Companies, and to repeal aectlooi four and fire of Act oilriu] » 
No. 239, of the Session Laws of 1868. 

SlCTKM 1, The ptcplc of Michigan enact, That it shall cot be lawful fur any 
Railroad Company existing by virtue of the laws of this State, nor for any 
officer of any such Company, to sell, dispose of, or pledge, any shares in the 
Capital stock of such Company, until the shares so sold, disposed of, or pledged, 
and the shares for which such certificates are to be issued, shall have been fully 
paid in money, dollar for dollar, Into the Treasury of the Company; and in 
case any such Company has heretofore sold, disposed of, or pledged, any 
■hares of its capital stock, or has Issued certificates of shares of its capital 
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slock as full paid stock, when partial or nominal payments on] j- have been made 
therefor, the officers and Directors of such Company are hereby required 
within ninety days from the passage of this act, to reduce the stock certificate 
issue of such Company to the basis of the amount of the par value actually 
received by such Company for such shares ; and if any officer or officers of any 
such Company shall issue, sell, pledge, or dispose of any shares, or certificates 
of shares, of the capita] stock of such Company, in violation of the provisions 
of this act, such officer or officers so doing shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished as provided by law in 
case of issuing false or fraudulent railroad stocks. The provisions of this act 
shall apply as fully to the stocks and officers of consolidated Railroad Compa- 
nies existing in whole or in part within this State, as to original unconsolidated 
Companies existing as aforesaid. 
,,, Sec. 1. The People of the State of MlcJiigan enact, 
That it shall not be lawful for any railroad company 
existing by virtue of the laws of this State, nor for any 
officer of any such company, to sell, dispose of or pledge 
any shares in the capital stock of such company, until 
the shares so sold, disposed of or pledged, and the shares 
for which such certificates are to be issued shall have 
been fully paid ; and if any officer or officers of any such 
company shall issue, sell, pledge, or dispose of any 
shares or certificates of shares of the capital stock of 
such company, in violation of the provisions of this act, 
such officer or officers so doing shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be 
punished as provided by law in case of issuing false or 
fraudulent railroad stocks. The provisions of this act 
shall apply as fully to the stocks and officers of consoli- 
dated railroad companies, existing in whole or in part 
within this State, as to original unconsolidated companies 
existing as aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. It is hereby made the duty of every such Railroad Company as 
aforssaid, to file with the Secretary of Slate, in the month of July in each 
year, a special report and statement, sworn to by the President and Treasurer 
of the Company, setting forth explicitly the number of shares of capital stock 
actually issued, sold, pledged, or disposed of, by the Company, to the date of 
such report, and the amount actually and bona fide received by snch Company 
for such, shares, and the amount received therefor in money, and the amount 
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therefor, if any, in property and other effect!, and the amount and number of 
shares, and the number of the certificates thereof, issued as full paid stock 
upon which partial or nominal payments only have been made. 

Sec. 2. It is hereby made the duty of every such rail- nw^^t 
road company as aforesaid, to file with the Secretary of*'"'""' 1 
State, in the month of July in each year, a special report 
and statement, sworn to by the president and treasurer 
of the company,' setting forth explicitly the number of 
shares of capital stock actually issued, sold, pledged or 
disposed of by the company to the date of such report, 
and the amount of capital stock issued during the year 
last past, and the amount received therefor in money, 
and the amount received therefor, if any, in property and 
other effects. 

Sec. 3. Any violation of the provisions of this act, or any neglect to comply oi»i«i mtlaa 
with the requirements of this act, or the making of any false statement to the 
Secretary of State in relation to any of the matters required by tie preceding 
-section to be reported to him, shall render the officer* and directors of any- 
such railroad company as aforesaid, guilty of any such violation or neglect, or 
making or permitting any such false statement, individually liable to the share- 
holders to the amount of the loss or injury sustained by them by reason of such 
violation, neglect, or false statement, and to the State also for the penalties 
heretofore provided by law ; and any shareholder or shareholders neglecting or 
refusing to return his or their full-paid stock certificates to the company, where 
partial or nominal payments only have been made, and to receive in exchange 
therefor certificates for the amount actually paid in money or IU equivalent, 
shall become individually liable, after ninety days from the passage of this act, 
to creditors of such company, for the amount over-issoed in the stock certifi- 
cates retained by him or them. 

Sec. 3. Any violation of the provisions of this act, /v »rinriMnrim- 
any neglect to. comply with the requirements of this act, »*•»■'"■_ 
or the making of any false statement to the Secretary of 
State in relation to any of the matters required by the 
preceding section to be reported to Mm, shall render the 
officers and directors of any such railroad company as 
aforesaid, guilty of any such violation or neglect, or 
making or permitting any such false statement-, liable to 
the State for the penalties heretofore provided by law. 
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Sec. 4. Seetions four and five of an act entitled " An 
act supplementary to an act entitled ' an act to provide 
for the incorporation of railroad companies,' " approved 
February twelfth, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, and 
approved March twentieth, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
three, together with all acts and parts of acts contraven- 
ing the provision of this act, are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take immediate eifect. 

Approved March 20, 1865. 



m. Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan en- 
act. That in all cases-where a creditor of a railroad com- 
pany shall make, or cause to be made, an affidavit, stat- 
ing that he is a creditor of said company, and that he is 
in doubt as to the company or persons who are in actual 
possession of said railroad, and that he knows or has 
pood reason to believe that a fraudulent transfer of said 
road, its franchises and other property, has been made to 
his prejudice as a creditor, he shall be and hereby is au- 
thorized, in any suit at law which he may commence in a 
court of competent jurisdiction for the recovery of his 
debt, to make all persons and corporations defendants in 
said suit who might be properly made parties to a bill in 
chancery, brought by said creditor for discovery, or to set 
aside any transfer of said road, its franchises and other 
property, to any other party or corporation, or to cancel 
any mortgage, or to set aside any judgment or decree ob- 
tained against said railroad company for fraud in the 
same, upon filing such affidavit and serving a copy 
thereof with the process, or declaration and notice of rule 
to plead, by which such suit is commenced. 
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Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of such plaintiff, in his 
declaration, to allege with reasonable certainty the facts 
upon which he relies for relief in said action, and he may 
be allowed to amend his declaration the same as in other 
cases. In case the said defendants, or any of them, fail 
to appear and plead, hia or their default may be entered 
as in other cases. A plea demanding a trial of the mat- 
ters set forth in the declaration, shall put in issue every 
material averment in the declaration. If, in Bach action, 
any person shall be made a defendant, from* whom no 
discovery or relief is sought except a disclaimer of any 
right in the Bubject matter of the suit, he shall be at lib- 
erty to disclaim, as in chancery suits, and with, like ef- 
fect. 

Sec. 3. The court or jury before whom such case may 
be tried, shall find, if requested by either party, the facts 
so placed in issue, and the court shall render judgment 
thereon, as in other cases upon a general or special ver- 
dict. In giving judgment in such cases, the court may 
exercise all the powers of a court of equity, and may en- 
force its judgment by execution, attachment, sequestra- 
tion of the property, or by any other means recognized 
by the courts, either of Jaw or equity. 

Sec. 5.(>.) If the plaintiff, or some one in his behalf, 
shall file with the register of deeds, in the county where 
said suit is commenced, a notice thereof with a statement 
of his demand, and shall annex thereto a copy of the af- 
fidavit filed in the cause, he shall thereby acquire a lien 
upon all the property of said railroad company, whether 
in the possession of said defendants, their agents or fraud- 
ulent assignees, or other persons, and all subsequent 
transfers, sales and assignments, shall be deemed wholly 
inoperative and void as against said lien. 

Sec. Q. Any railroad company may he sued by the 
name in which its business shall be conducted when said 
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suit shall be brought, and it shall not be permitted to 
deny, by plea or otherwise, that it is a corporation exist- 
ing under said name. 

Sec. 7. If any corporation or persons shall be in pos- 
session of the franchise or property of any railroad cor- 
poration claiming to be purchasers under the foreclosure 
of a mortgage upon such franchises or property, they 
may be made parties under the provisions of the first sec- 
tion of this act, or be cited to appear after the commence- 
ment of said suit, by an order from the court before 
which the cause is pending ; and if it shall appear upon 
the trial of said cause that the foreclosure of the mort- 
gage was fraudulent or illegal, they shall be held as 
mortgagees in possession, and liable to account in said 
suit for all the earnings of said road which they have re- 
ceived, after deducting the proper and legitimate ex- 
penses of operating said road, and keeping the same in 
repair, and also the interest accruing upon the said mort- 
gage. The court before whom said cause is pending, 
may make any proper order for the taking of said ac- 
count, and if it shall be found on said accounting that 
there is a balance left in the hands of the corporations or 
persons so holding under said foreclosure, they may be 
required by the judgment of said court to pay over the 
same, or so much thereof as is necessary to satisfy the 
judgment which the plaintiff may obtain in said suit. 

Sec. 8. If any of the corporations or parties heretofore 
named in this act, as proper parties to said proceedings, 
■shall be without this State, at the time when said pro- 
ceedings are commenced, notice may be given them by 
publication, in the same manner and with like effect as is 
provided for absent defendants in Chancery proceedings. 

Approved. March 27, 1867. 
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AH ACT to fix the liability of railroad companies, as 
tain mm. 

Section 1, The People of the State of Michigan en-s. 
act, That no railroad company shall be permitted to 
change or limit its common law liability as a common 
carrier, by any contract, or in any other manner, except 
by a written contract, none of which shall be printed, 
which shall be signed by the owner or shipper of the 
goods or property to be carried. 

Sec. 2. Nothing in this act shall be so construed as to 
interfere in any way with the right of railroad companies 
to collect or deliver freights from and to any of their de- 
pots or elsewhere ; and said railroad companies shall, 
under this act, have the right to collect and deliver said 
property : Provided, That no additional charge shall be 
made therefor : Provided further, That nothing Tierein 
contained shall be so construed as to preclude any owner 
or shipper of any such goods, freight or property from 
hauling the same to or from any place or places connect- 
ed with any railroad, where such property, freight or 
goods are deliverable. 

Approved March 27, 1867. 



AN ACT to compel railroad companies to provide their passenger coaches 
with aprons between the coaches, for the protection of passengers, and 
for other purposes. 

Sec. 1. The Peopleofthe State of Michigan enact, g.i,.,,m,,.m. 
That it shall not be lawful for any railroad company to 
run on any railroad within the limits of this State, any 
passenger coaches for the transportation of passengers, 
unless the same shall be provided with suitable aprons 
of canvass, leather, india rubber or other suitable mate- 
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rial between said coaches and upon each of the platforms 
of said coaches, to afford protection to passengers in 
passing from one car to another. Any railroad com- 
pany that shall run any train without providing each of 
the passenger coaches thereof with such aprons, shall be 
held liable in a penalty of twenty-five dollars for each 
coach not so provided, to be sued for and recovered in 
an action of debt, to be brought in the name of the peo- 
ple of the State of Michigan, on the complaint of any per- 
son, with costs of suit. Said penalty shall, by the court 
before which such suit is prosecuted, be paid to the 
county treasurer of the county in which such suit is 
brought, and be placed by him to the credit of the 
school district library fund. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of all railroad companies 
doing business in the State of Michigan to provide in 
each and every depot where there is a telegraphic station, 
a blackboard, on which shall be noticed what is known 
at said telegraph office of the time of the arrival of each 
passenger train, stating whether the same is on time or 
behind time, and how much. Any person or company 
failing to comply with the provisions of this section, shall 
for each ajid every day of such failure, forfeit and pay 
the sum of five dollars and co; ts of prosecution, which 
shall be sued for, and when collected shall be applied as 
provided in the preceding section : Provided, That no 
railroad company shall be liable, under the provisions 
of this section, for not making the notices herein pre- 
scribed, after the hour of ten o'clock at night, at any 
station where the telegraph is not kept open at night 
after said hour often o'clock. 

Approved March 37, 18G7. 
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AN ACT to authorize existing railroad companies to aid by subscription of 
stock, guaranteeing of bonds, or making running connections with any 
road constructed or to be consSructed, under the general lairs of this 
State. 

Sec. 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact, a 
That it shall "be competent for any existing railroad com- 
pany in this State to aid by subscription of stock, by 
guaranteeing bonds, or making running and business ar- 
rangements, or in any other form which may be deemed 
expedient by its board of directors, iu the construction of 
any road, or part of a road constructing, or to be con- 
structed under the general laws of this State, and any com- 
pany organised under the general laws of this State may 
avail itself of such aid, and to make it available may 
enter into such agreements as shall be deemed expe- 
dient by the board of directors of said companies ; and 
when any company organized under the general law shall 
be unable to finish, or equip and operate its said road, 
or any section thereof, it may make arrangements with 
any other railroad company to equip, operate, manage, 
and work such road, or section thereof, upon such terms 
as may be deemed just and fair, and for such length of 
time as may be agreed upon by the board of directors of 
the two companies. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved April 3, 1869. 



AN ACT to define certain offences affecting railroads, and to provide punish- 
ment for the same. 

Sec. 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact, «. 

That every person who shall place upon any railroad any 

timber, stone, iron, or other obstructions, or who shall 

loosen or displace any rail of the track of such railroad, 
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or shall break down or displace, destroy or injure any 
bridge, culvert, or embankment of any railroad, or do 
any other act with intent to throw from such railroad, any 
locomotive, tender, or car moving along the track of such 
railroad, on which Bhali be any person or property liable 
to be injured thereby, shall be punished by imprison- 
ment in the State Prison for life or for a term of yeara 

Sec. 2. Every person who shall steal from any car, 
while detained by accident or injury to any railroad, 
locomotive, tender or car, or who shall steal the property 
of, or rob any person detained, injured, or k il led by 
reason of any accident or injury to any such railroad, 
locomotive, tender, or car, shall be ptfnished by impris- 
onment in the State Prison for a term not exceeding 
twenty years, or by fine not exceeding three thousand 
dollars, or both fine and imprisonment, at the discretion 
of the Court. 

Sec. 3. If any person, not being employed on any 
railroad, shall willfully and maliciously uncouple or 
detach the locomotive or tender, or any of the cars of any 
railroad train, or shall in any way aid or abet, or procure 
the doing of the same, such person shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the State Prison not exceeding ten years, 
or by fine not exceeding two thousand dollars, or both, 
at the discretion of the Court. 

Sec. 4. If any person shall unlawfully seize upon any 
locomotive, with any express or mail car attached there- 
to, and run away with the same upon any railroad, or 
shall aid, abet, or procure the doing of the same, such 
person shall be punished by imprisonment in the State 
Prison not exceeding ten years, or by fine not exceeding 
two thousand dollars, or both, at the discretion of the 
Court. 

Sec. 5. If any officer of any incorporated railroad 
company shall fraudulently embezzle, dispose of, or con- 
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Tert to his own use, any passenger railroad tickets, which 
have come to his hands or charge by virtue of his office 
or employment, he shall be punished by imprisonment 
in the State Prison not exceeding ten years, or by fine 
not exceeding three thousand dollars, or both, at the dis- 
cretion of the Court. Iu any prosecution under this 
section, it shall be lawful to include in a charge, as one 
offense, all acts constiuting such offence committed 
between certain days set forth ; and it shall be sufficient 
to set forth by their value, a general nature of the tickets 
alleged to have been unlawfully taken ; and it shall be 
sufficient to maintain the charge, if it shall be proved 
upon the trial that any such tickets were, within the 
period set forth, embezzled, disposed of, or converted, as 
alleged. 

Sec. G. Any director or other officer of any incorpo- 
rated railroad company, who shall make or issue any 
unauthorized, or a fraudulent certificate of stock, bond, 
or obligation of such company, or who shall aid, abet, 
procure or consent to any such making or issuing, know- 
ing the same to be unauthorized and fraudulent, shall be 
punished by imprisonment in the State Prison not 
exceeding ten years, or by fine not exceeding five thou- 
sand dollars, or both, at the discretion of the Court. 

Approved April 5, 1869. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 



Constitutional Provisions affecting Corporations. 
ARTICLE XV. 

CORPORATIONS. 

Sec. 1. Corporations may be fjrmed under general 
laws ; but shall not be created by special act, except for 
municipal purposes. All laws passed pursuant to this 
section may be altered, amended, or repealed. 

Sec. 7. The stockholders of all corporations and joint 
stock associations shall be individually liable for all 
labor performed for such corporation or association. 

Sec. 8. The Legislature shall pass no law altering or 
amending any act of incorporation heretofore granted, 
without the assent of two-thirds of the members of each 
house ; nor shall' any such act be renewed or extended. 
This restriction shall not apply to municipal corpora- 
tions. 

Sec. 9. The property of no person shall be taken by 
any corporation for public use without compensation 
being first made or secured, in such manner as ma} 1, be 
prescribed by law. 

Sisc. 10. No corporation, except for municipal purpo- 
ses, or for the construction of railroads, plank roads and 
canals, shall be created for a longer time than thirty 
years. 

Sro. 11. The term "corporation," as used in the pre- 
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ceding sections of this article, shall be construed to 
include all associations and joint stock companies having 
any of the powers or privileges of corporations, not pos- 
sessed by individuals or partnerships. All corporations 
shall have the right to sue, and be subject to be sued in 
all courts, in like cases as natural persons. 

Sec. 12. No corporation shall hold any real estate 
hereafter acquired, for a longer period than ten years, 
except such real estate as shall be actually occupied by 
such corporation in the exercise of its franchises. 

Sec. 13. The Legislature shall provide for the incor- 
poration and organization of cities and villages, and shall 
restrict their powers of taxation, borrowing money, con- 
tracting debts and loaning their credit. 

Sec. 15. Private property shall not be taken for pub- 
lic improvements in cities and villages without the con- 
sent of the owner, unless the compensation therefor shall 
first be determined by a jury of freeholders, and actually 
paid or secured in the manner provided by law. 

Sec. 16. Previous notice of any application for an 
alteration of the charter of any corporation shall be 
given in such manner as may be prescribed by law. 



General Provisions Relating to Corporations. 

AN AC! for the preservation of Railroads and other works belonging to the 
State. 

[Session Laws of 1838, page 10.] 
Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Jiepresentatives of the State of Miehigan, That if any 
person or persons shall willfully and maliciously burn, 
break, cut, throw down, or destroy the whole or any part 
of any water station, locomotive engine, stationary en- 
gine, engine-house or other building, machinery, rope, 
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sheave, sill, cross-tie, wooden or iron rail, chain, bolt, 
wedge, switch, turning platform, block, wall, bridge, 
culvert, drain or bank, belonging to any railroad con- 
structed by the State, or stop up or obstruct any such 
railroad, or any engine, machinery, rope, sheave, switch, 
turning platform, culvert, drain, conduit pipe, water sta- 
tion or well, belonging to any railroad constructed as 
aforesaid, such person or persons shall, for every such 
offence, pay all the damages arising from such burning, 
breaking, catting, throwing down, stopping, or destroy- 
ing ; and on conviction thereof, before any Circuit Court 
of this State, of the proper county, shall be sentenced to 
imprisonment at hard] labor, for any term not exceeding 
ten years, in the jail of the proper county, or in the pen- 
itentiary of the State, at the discretion of the court before 
whom the conviction may be had. 

Sec. 2. If any person shall wantonly open or shut, or 
shall cause to be opened or shut, any part of a locomo- 
tive engine, stationary engine, switch, turning platform, 
or machinery, or put such engine, machinery or rope in 
motion, or shall kindle a fire for such purpose, or shall 
drive any nails, spikes, pins or wedges into a part of the 
railroad, or into any engine, machinery, switch, turning 
platform, or fixtures thereof, or shall take any other 
means to prevent the perfect and free use of the same, or 
shall wantonly or maliciously break, throw down or de- 
stroy any fence, wall or timber work, or bridge or place 
made for crossing the railroad or any of the railroads 
constructed by the State, such person or persons shall, 
for every offence, forfeit any sum not exceeding five hun- 
dred dollars, and pay all damages consequent upon 
such offence, and be imprisoned in the jail of the county 
where such offence may be committed, npon the warrant 
of the court before whom a conviction shall be had, for a 
term not exceeding six calendar months. 
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Sec. 3. If any person shall willfully lead or drive, or 
causa to be led or driven, any horse, ox, ass or mule, 
hauling am' stone or timber, or hauling any sled, sleigh, 
wagon, fart, dray, or any other carriage or thing what- 
soever, (except railroad cars,) along or over any railroad 
belonging to the State, or over any bank, wall, sideway, 
turning platform or fixture thereof, except at a bridge or 
place constructed for crossing the railroad ; or if any per- 
son shall willfully obstruct the perfect and free use of 
said railroad, by placing any timber, stone, earth, or 
any thing whatever on it, or on any sideway or fixture 
belonging to said railroad, such person shall forfeit for 
every such offence any sum not exceeding three hundred 
dollars, and pay all damages consequent upon such of- 
fence ; and in case such forfeiture and damages shall not 
be paid forthwith, such person shall be imprisoned in the 
jail of the county where such offence may be committed, 
for a term not exceeding six months, at the discretion and 
upon the warrant of the court before whom such convic- 
tion shall be had. 

Sec. 4. Every person who Bhall willfully ride, lead or 
drive any horse, ass or mule, or who shall willfully lead 
or drive any ox, sheep, swine, or other cattle upon any 
railroad constructed by the State, or upon any of the 
banks or sideways of such railroad, except for the par- 
pose of hauling railroad cars thereon, or for the purpose 
of conveying articles to or from the sides of such rail- 
road, to be transported thereon, or delivering at their 
place of destination, shall forfeit and pay for each of- 
fence, any fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars, and pay 
all damages consequent upon such offence, over and 
above the said forfeiture ; and in case of default in the 
immediate payment of such forfeiture and damages, after 
conviction, such person shall be sentenced to imprison- 
ment in the jail of the county where such offence may be 
committed, for a term not exceeding thirty days, at the 
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discretion of the court before whom such conviction shall 
be had : Provided, That 'any supervisor or other agent 
having charge of any portion of the public works of the 
State, may allow persons wishing to view those works, 
permission to ride along the same. 

Sec. 5. No person shall construct any building, 
wharf, platform, switch, sideway. lateral railroad, or 
crossing place, or make and apply any device whatever 
on the ground set apart for, or belonging to, or forming 
part of any railroad constructed by the State, or on the 
banks or excavations thereof, without first obtaining per- 
mission therefor from the board of commissioners of in- 
ternal improvement, or some one of them, in writing ; 
and if any person shall offend against this section, by 
commencing or making any such construction, or apply 
such device without such permission, or shall not con- 
form to the directions of said commissioners, or their au- 
thorized agents, having charge of such railroad, in re- 
spect to the location and size of sucli building, wharf, 
platform, switch, sideway, lateral railroad, crossing 
place, or device as aforesaid, such person shall, for every 
such offence, forfeit a sum not exceeding one thousand 
dollars ; and the said commissioners, or either of them, 
or any engineer, superintendent, supervisor, or other 
agent upon such railroad, shall be authorized at the ex- 
pense of the person thus attempting, to remove and de- 
stroy every such building, wharf, platform, switch, side- 
way, lateral railroad, crossing place or device as afore- 
said. 

Sec. 6. The board of commissioners of internal im- 
provement shall have power, from time to time, to make 
such rules and regulations, not inconsistent with the 
laws of this State, in respect to the form, size and struc- 
ture of locomotive engines, tenders and cars on the rail- 
roads of the State, the weighing and inspection of en- 
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gines, tenders, cars, and their lading, the collection of 
tolls, and in respect of all matters connected with the use 
and preservation of the railroads, and impose such fines 
and penalties for the breach of such roles and regula- 
tions as they may jndge reasonable : Provided, That no 
fine or penalty so imposed shall, for a single offence, ex- 
ceed the sum of twenty-five dollars. 
\ 
Sec. 7. All penalties and forfeitures created by this 
act, or by the rules and regulations which may be estab- 
lished by the board of commissioners, in conformity with 
the sixth section of this act, the recovery of which is not 
herein otherwise specifically provided for, and where the 
penalty does not exceed one hundred dollars, may be 
sued for and recovered with costs before any justice of 
the peace, in any county where such penalty and forfeit- 
ure may accrue, in the name of the State ; and any one 
of the said commissioners, or any engineer, superintend- 
ent, supervisor, collector, or other agent duly appointed 
by the commissioners, is hereby authorized to sue for 
and recover the same ; or by summary conviction before 
such justice of the peace, who shall have power in all 
cases where, by this act, or by the rules and regulations 
of the commissioners, the penalties and forfeitures are 
made discretionary, to fix the amount thereof ; and the 
amount of such penalties and forfeitures, when recov- 
ered, shall be paid into the treasury of the State : Pro- 
sided, That whenever an offence is committed against the 
provisions in the second and fifth sections of this act, the 
commissioner, officer or agent who instituted the suit for 
the penalty or forfeiture of such offence, may commence 
and prosecute the same before any justice of the peace of 
the proper county, for a sum not exceeding one hundred 
dollars : And provided further, That if any person or 
persons thall conceive himself or themselves aggrieved 
by the judgment of a justice of the peace, he or they 
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may appeal, by petition, to the next circuit court of the 
proper county, who shall take such order thereon as to 
them shall appear just and reasonable, and the same 
shall be conclusive. 

Approved December 30, 1837. 



{Revised Statutes of 1846, page 111.] 
Sec. 1. All corporations shall, when no other provi- 
sion is specially made, be capable, in their corporate 
name to sue and be sued, appear, prosecute and defend 
all actions and causes to final judgment and execution, 
in any courts or elsewhere ; to have a common seal which 
they may alter at pleasure ; to elect in such manner as 
they shall determine to be proper, all necessary officers, 
and to fix their compensation, and define their duties 
and obligations ; and to make by-laws and regulations 
consistent with the laws of the State, for their own gov- 
ernment, and for the due and orderly conducting of their 
affairs, and the management of their .property. 

Sec. 2. All corporations may, by their by-laws, 
where no other provision is specially made, determine 
the manner of calling and conducting their -meetings, 
the number of members that shall constitute a quorum, 
the number of shares that shall entitle the members re- 
spectively to one or more votes,; the mode of voting by 
proxy, the mode of selling shares for the non-payment of 
assessments, and the tenure of office of the several offi- 
cers ; and they may prescribe suitable penalties for the 
violation of their by-laws, not exceeding in any case 
twenty dollars, for any one offence ; but no such by-laws 
shall be made by any corporation repugnant to the pro- 
visions of its charter. 
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Sec. 3. The first meetings of all corporations, unless 
otherwise provided for in their acts of incorporation, 
shall be called by a notice signed by one or more of the 
persons named in the act of incorporation, setting forth 
the time, place and purposes of the meeting ; and such 
notice shall, at least twenty days "before the meeting, be 
delivered to each member, or pnblished in some newspa- 
per of the county where the corporation shall be estab- 
lished, or if no newspaper be published in the county,, 
then in some newpaper published in an adjoining county. 

Sec. 4. Whenever, by reason of the death, absence,, 
or other legal impediment of the officers of any corpora- 
tion, there shall be no person duly authorized to call or 
preside at a legal meeting thereof, any justice of the 
peace of the county where such corporation is established 
may, on a written application of three or more of the 
members thereof, issue a warrant to either of the said 
members, directing him to call a meeting of the corpora- 
tion, by giving such notice as shall have been previously 
required by law ; and the justice may, in the same war- 
rant, direct such person to preside at such meeting until 
a clerk shall be duly chosen and qualified, if there shall 
be no other officer present legally authorized to preside 
thereat. 

&- Sec. $. When all the members of a corporation shall 
be present at any meeting, however called or notified, 
and shall sign a written consent thereto on the record of 
such meeting, the doings of such meeting shall be as 
valid as if legally called and natified. 

Sec. 6. The members of such corporation, when so 
assembled, may elect officers to fill all vacancies then ex- 
isting, and may act upon such other business as might 
lawfully be tranascted at regular meetings of the corpo- 
ration. 

Sec. 7. Every such corporation may hold land to an 
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amount authorized by law, and may convey the same ; 
and whenever the capital stock of any such corporation 
is divided into shares, and certificates thereof are issued, 
such shares may be transferred by indorsement and de- 
livery of the certificates thereof, such indorsement being 
by the signature of the proprietor, or his attorney or 
legal representative ; but such transfer shall not be valid, 
except between the parties thereto, until the same shall 
have been so entered on the books of the corporation, as 
to show the names of the parties by and to whom trans- 
ferred, the number and designation of the shares, and 
the date of the transfer. 

Sec. 8. All corporations whose charters shall expire 
by their own limitation, or shall be annulled by forfeit- 
ure or otherwise, shall nevertheless continue to be bodies 
corporate, for the term of three years after the time when 
they would have been so dissolved, for the purpose of 
prosecuting and defending suits by or against them, and 
of enabling them gradually to settle and close their con- 
cerns, to dispose of and convey their property, and to 
divide their capital stock ; but not for the purpose of 
continuing the business for which such corporations have 
been or may be established. 

Sec. 9. When any judgment shall be recovered 
against any turnpike or other corporation, authorized to 
receive toll, the franchise of such corporation, with all the 
rights and privileges thereof, together with all their cor- 
porate property, both real and personal, may be taken 
on execution, and sold at public auction. 

Sec. 10. The officer having such excution against any 
corporation mentioned in the preceeding section, shall, 
thirty days, at least, before the day of sale of the fran- 
chise or other corporate personal property, give notice of 
the time and place of sale, by posting up a notice thereof 
in any township in which the clerk, treasurer, or any one 
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of the directors of such corporation may dwell, and also 
by cansing an advertisement of the sale, expressing the 
name of the creditor, the amount of the execution, and 
the time and place of sale, to be inserted three weeks suc- 
cessively in some newspaper published in any county in 
which either of the aforesaid officers may dwell, if any 
such there be, and if no newspaper be published in any 
such county, then in the State paper. 

Sec. 11. The officer who may levy any execution, as 
prescribed in the preceding section, may adjourn the 
sale from time to time as may be necessary, until the sale 
shall be completed. 

Sec. 12. In the sale of the franchise of any corpora- 
tion, the person who shall satisfy the execution, with all 
legal fees and expenses thereon, and shall agree to take 
such franchise for the shortest period of time, and to re- 
ceive during that time all such toll as the said corpora- 
tion would by law be entitled to demand, shall be con- 
sidered as the highest bidder. 

' Sec. 13. The officer's return on snch execution shall 
transfer to the purchaser all the privileges and immuni- 
ties which by law belonged to such corporation, so faras 
relates to the right of demanding toll ; and the officer 
shall, immediately after such sale, deliver to the pur- 
chaser possession of all the toll-houses and gates belong- 
ing to snob, corporation, in whatever county the same 
may be Bituated ; and the purchaser may thereupon de- 
mand and receive all the toll which may accrue during 
the time limited by the terms of his purchase, in the same 
manner, and under the same regulations, as such corpo- 
ration was before authorized to demand and receive the 
same. 

Sec. 14. Any person who may have purchased, or 
shall hereafter purchase under the provisions of this 
chapter, the franchise of any turnpike or other corpora- 
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tion, and the assignees of such purchaser, may recover 
in an action on the case, any penalties imposed by law, 
for an injury to the franchise, or for any other cause, and 
which such corporation would have been entitled to re- 
cover during the time limited in the said purchase of the 
franchise ; and during that time the corporation shall not 
be entitled to prosecute for such penalties. 

Sec. 15. The corporation whose franchise shall have 
been sold as aforesaid, shall, In all other respects, retain 
the same powers, and be bound to the discharge of the 
same duties, and liable to the same penalties and forfeit- 
ures, as before such sale. 

Sec. 10. Such corporation may, at any time within 
three months after such sale, redeem the franchise, by 
paying or tendering to the purchaser thereof the sum 
that he shall have paid therefor, with ten per cent. 
interest thereon, but without any allowance for the toll 
which he may have received ; and upon such payment 
or tender, the said franchise, and all the rights and priv- 
ileges thereof, shall revert and belong to said corpora- 
tion, as if no such sale had been made, 

Sec. 17. "Whenever any damages may have been, or 
may hereafter be assessed in favor of any person, for any 
injury sustained in his property by the doings of any 
such turnpike or other corporation authorized to receive 
toll or pay for the transportation of persons or property, 
and the said damages shall remain unpaid for the space 
of thirty days after such assessment, such person may 
have a warrant of distress against such corporation, for 
the damages assessed, together with interest thereon, and 
his reasonable costs, and the same proceeding shall be 
had thereon, and with the same effect, as upon an execu- ■ 
tion issued upon a judgment against such corporation. 

Sec. 18. All the proceedings aforesaid respecting the 
levy of executions and warrants of distress, may be had 
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in any county in which either the creditor or the presi- 
dent, or any director, or the treasurer or clerk of the 
corporation may reside, or in which such corporation has 
personal or real estate. 

Sec. 19. When the officers or members of a corpora- 
tion, or any of them, are liable for any of the debts of 
the corporation, or for any acts of such officers or mem- 
bers, respecting the business of the corporation, and also 
when any of the said officers or members shall be liable 
to contribute, for money paid by any other or others of 
them, on account of any such debts or acts, the money 
may be recovered by a bill in chancery ; and the said 
Court may make all such orders and decrees therein, as 
may be necessary to do justice between the parties. 

Sec. 20. Every act of incorporation passed since the 
twentieth day of April in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-nine, or which shall be hereafter 
passed, shall at any time be subject to amendment, alter- 
ation, or repeal, at the pleasure of the Legislature : Pro- 
vided, That no act of incorporation shall be repealed, 
unless for some violation of its charter or other default, 
when such charter shall contain an express provision 
limiting the duration of the same. 

Sec. 21. It shall be the duty of the clerk of every 
corporation within this State, whose capital stock is or 
shall be subject to taxation for county or township pur- 
poses, and if there be no such clerk, then of the directors 
of such corporation, annually, between the fifteenth day 
of March and the first day of April, to make returns in 
person or by mail, to the supervisor of each township, 
and the assessors of each ward or district in any city in 
this State, in which any shareholder in such corporation 
shall reside ; which return shall state the name of each 
owner residing in such township or city, the number of 
shares belonging to each on the fifteenth day of March 
of that year, and the par value of such shares. 
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Sec. 22. If any clerk or director mentioned in the pre- 
ceding section, shall refuse or neglect to make such 
return, or shall willfully make a false return, he shall 
forfeit the sum of fifty dollars. 

Sec. 23. If any shareholder shall fraudulently trans- 
fer any share in either of the corporations mentioned in 
the twenty-third {twenty-first) section of this chapter, for 
the purpose of avoiding taxation, he shall forfeit a sum 
equal to one-half the par value of the shares so trans- 
ferred. 

Sec. 24. The cashier of each bank, and the secretary 
or clerk of each incorporated railroad, canal or turnpike 
company, shall, on the first Monday of October in each 
year, or within fifteen days previous thereto, make a 
return to the State treasurer, verified by his oath, stating 
the amount of capital stock of such bank or railroad, 
canal or turnpike company, then actually paid in, and 
in default thereof, the whole capital stock mentioned in 
the act of incorporation of such bank or company shall, 
for the purpose of computing the state tax payable by 
such bank or company, be deemed to have been paid in. 

Sec. 25. It shall be the duty of the Attorney General, 
whenever and as often as shall be required by the Gov- 
ernor, to examine into the affairs and condition of any 
bank or banks, or other corporations in this State, and 
report such examination in writing, together with a de- 
tailed statement of facts, to the Governor, who shall lay 
the same before the legislature ; and for that purpose the 
said Attorney General shall have power to administer 
all necessary oaths to the directors and officers of any 
such bank or other corporation, and to examine them on 
oath in relation to the affairs and condition thereof, and 
to examine the vaults, books, papers and documents be- 
longing to such bank, or pertaining to its affairs and con- 
dition ; and the legislature, or either branch thereof, 
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shall have full power to examine into the affairs and con- 
dition of any bank or other corporation in this State, at all 
times ; and for that purpose any committee appointed by 
the legislature, or either branch thereof, shall have full 
power to administer all necessary oaths to the directors, 
officers and stockholders of such bank or other corpora- 
tion, and to examine them on oath in relation to the af- 
fairs and condition thereof, and to examine the vaults, 
safes, books, papers and documents belonging to such 
corporation, or pertaining to its affairs and condition, and 
to compel the production of all keys, books, papers and 
documents, by summary process to be issued on applica- 
tion to any court of record, or any judge thereof, under 
such rules and regulations as the said court may pre- 
scribe. 



On Proceedings by and against Corporations In Courts of law. 

[Chapter One Hundred and Sixteen of Reused Statutes 
of 1846.] 

Section X. A foreign corporation created by the laws 
of any other State or country, may prosecute in the 
Courts of this State, upon giving security for the pay- 
ment of the costs of suit, in the same manner that non- 
residents are required by law to do. 

Seo. 2. But when, by the laws of this State, any act 
is forbidden to be done by any corporation, or by any 
association of individuals, without express authority by 
law, and snch act shall have been done by a foreign cor- 
poration, it shall not be authorized to maintain any ac- 
tion founded upon such act, or upon any liability or ob- 
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ligation, express or implied, arising ont of, or made or 
entered into in consideration of sack act. 

Sec. 3. Suits against corporations may be commenced 
by original writ of summons, or by declaration, in the 
same manner that personal actions may be commenced 
against individuals, and such writ, or a copy of such de- 
claration, in any suit against a corporation, may be 
served on the presiding officer, the Cashier, the Secretary, 
or the Treasurer thereof ; or if there be no such officer, 
or none can be found, such service may be made on such 
other officer or member of such corporation, or in such 
other manner, aa the Court in which such suit is brought 
may direct. 

Seo. 4. When such process, or a copy of such decla- 
ration with a notice of rule to plead, shall have been re- 
turned duly served, the appearance of the corporation 
shall be entered, and the plaintiff may proceed thereupon 
in such suit, in the same manner as in personal actions 
against natural persons. And when it may be necessary 
to institute suits against any corporation which may have 
ceased to do business, or to keep up its organization by 
the appointment of officers or otherwise, it shall be com- 
petent to serve any writ, declaration or other process in 
such suit, on either of the persons who may have been 
the last presiding officer, President, Cashier, Secretary or 
Treasurer thereof, and such service shall be as effectual 
to all intents and purposes as if made on such corpora- 
tion ; and in every such case where, by. the existing pro- 
visions of. law, the property of individual members of 
any such corporation vested in its corporate funds, or 
the shares or stock of any individual member in such 
corporation, are subject to be levied upon by virtue of 
any execution, attachment or other process, for the pay- 
ment of his individual debts, such levy may be made by 
leaving with any of the persons aforesaid, or with the of- 
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fleer or person having the custody of the books of such 
corporation, an attested copy of such execution, attach- 
ment or process ; and such property, funds or stock may 
be sold as is now provided by law. (a) 

Sec. 6. In Buits brought by a corporation created by 
or under any statute of this State, it shall not be neces- 
sary to prove on the trial of the cause the existence of 
such corporation, unless the defendant shall have pleaded 
in abatement, or given notice under his plea to the ac- 
tion, that the plaintiffs are not a corporation, and annex 
thereto an affidavit of the truth of such plea or notice. 

Sec. 7. In actions by or against any corporation cre- 
ated by or under any law of this State, it shall not be 
necessary to recite the act or acts of incorporation, or the ■ 
proceedings by which such corporation was created, or 
to set forth the substance thereof, but the same may be 
pleaded by reciting the title of such act, and the date of 
its approval. 

Sec. 8. In suits or proceedings by or against any 
eorportion, a mistake in the naming of such corporation 
shall be pleaded in abatement ; and if not so pleaded 
shall be deemed to have been waived. 

Sec. 9. In suitB commenced by attachment in favor of 
a resident of this State, against any corporation cre- 
ated by or under the laws of any other State, Govern- 
ment or country, if a copy of such attachment, and of 
the inventory of property attached, shall have been per- 
sonally served on any officer, member, clerk or agent of 
such corporation within this State, the same proceedings 
Bhall be thereupon had, and with the like effect, as in 
case of an attachment against a natural person, which 
shall have been returned served in like manner upon the 
■defendant. 

Sec. 10. If it shall appear to the Court that any such 

{a)A» Amscdedby Act or?W. infuree from Jane 1, 1819. La^iotlii", p. 31S. 
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suit against a foreign corporation was brought vexatious- 
ly and without just cause, they shall award double costs 
against the plaintiff, and such plaintiff shall be liable to 
the defendants for all damages which they may sustain 
by such proceedings. 



Of Proceedings Against Corporations. 



[Chapter One Hundred and Seventeen of Revised Stat- 
utes of 1846.] 
Sec. 1. Upon a bill "being riled under the direction of 
the Attorney General, in any Court having equity juris- 
diction, the Court Bhall have power to restrain by injunc- 
tion, any corporation from assuming or exercising any 
franchise, liberty or privilege, or transacting any business 
not authorized by the charter of such corporation ; and 
in the same manner to restrain any individuals from 
exercising any corporate rights, privileges or franchises, 
not granted to them by any law of this State. 

Sec. 2. Such injunction may be issued before the 
coming in of the answer, upon satisfactory proof that 
the defendants complained of have usurped, exercised 
or claimed, any franchise, privilege, liberty, or corporate 
right not granted to them, and after the coming in of the 
answer, such injunction may be continued until judg- 
ment at law shall have been had. 

Sec. 3, The Circuit Court within the proper county 
shall have jurisdiction over Directors, Managers, Trus- 
tees and other officers of corporations : 

1 . To compel them to account for their official conduct 
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in the management and disposition of the funds and pro- 
perty committed to their charge ; 

2. To decree and compel payment by them to the 
corporation whom they represent, and to its creditors, of 
all euros of money, and of the value of all property 
which they may have acquired to themselves, or transfer- 
red to others, or may have, lost or wasted, by any 
violation of their duties as such Directors, Managers, 
Trustees or other officers ; 

3. To suspend any such Trustee or officer from exer- 
cising his office, whenever it shall appear that he has 

"abused his trust ; 

4. To remove any such Trustee or officer from his 
office, upon proof or conviction of gross misconduct ; 

5. To direct new elections to be held by the body or 
board duly authorized for that purpose, to supply any 
vacancy created by such removal ; 

6. In case there be no such body or board, or all the 
members of such board be removed, then to report the 
same to the Governor, who shall be authorized, with the 
consent of the Senate, to fill such vacancies ; 

7. To set aside all alienations of property made by 
the Trustees or other officers of any corporation, con- 
trary to the provisions of law, or for purposes foreign to 
the laifcul business and objects of such corporation, in 
cases where the person receiving such alienation knew 
the purpose for which the same was made ; and 

8. To restrain and prevent any such alienation in 
cases where it may be threatened, or there may be good 
reason to apprehend that it is intended to be made. 

Sec. 4. When any of the visitatorial powers enumer- 
ated in the preceding section, over any corporation, are 
or shall be vested, by statute, in any corporate body or 
public officer, the provisions of that section shall not be 
construed to divest or impair the powers so vested. 
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Seo. 5. The jurisdiction conferred by the third section 
of this chapter shall be exercised as in ordinary cases, 
on bill or petition, as the case may require, or as the 
Court may direct, at the instance of the Attorney Gen- 
eral prosecuting in behalf of the People of this State, or 
at the instance of any creditor of such corporation, or at 
the instance of any Director, Trustee, or other officer of 
such corporation, having a general superintendence of its 
concerns. * 

Szo. 6. Whenever a judgment at law, or a decree in 
Chancery, shall be obtained against any corporation, 
incorporated under the laws of this State, and an execu- 
tion issued thereon shall have been returned unsatisfied 
in part or in whole, upon the petition of the person 
obtaining such judgment or decree, or his representative, 
the Circuit Court within the proper county may seques- 
trate the stock, property, things in action and effects of 
such- corporation, and may appoint a Receiver of the 
same. 

Seo. 7. Upon a final decree on any such petition, the 
Court shall cause a just and fair distribution of the prop- 
erty of such corporation, and of the proceeds thereof, to 
be made among the fair and honest creditors of such cor- 
poration, in proportion to their debts respectively, who 
shall be paid in the same order as provided in the next 
succeeding chapter, in the case of a voluntary dissolu- 
tion of a corporation. 

Sec. 8. Whenever any incorporated company shall 
have remained insolvent for one whole year, or for one 
year shall have neglected or refused to pay and discharge 
its notes or other evidences of debt ; or for one year shall 
have suspended the ordinary and lawful business of such 
corporation ; it shall be deemed to have surrendered the 
rights, privileges and franchises granted by any act of 
incorporation, or acquired under the laws of this State, 
and shall be adjudged to be dissolved. 
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Sec. 9. Whenever any corporation having banking 
powers, or having the power to make loans oh pledges or 
deposits, or authorized by law to make insurances, shall 
become insolvent or unable to pay its debts, or shall 
neglect or refuse to pay its notes or evidences of debt on 
■demand, or shall have violated any of the provisions of 
its act or acts of incorporation, or of any other act bind- 
ing on such corporation, any Court having equity juris- 
diction may, by injunction, restrain Buch corporation and 
its officers from exercising any of its corporate rights, 
privileges or franchises, and from collecting or receiving 
any debts or demands, and from paying out, or in any 
way transferring or delivering to any person, any of the 
moneys, property or effects of such corporation, until 
such Court shall otherwise order. 

Sec. 10. Such injunction may be issued on the appli- 
cation of the Attorney General in behalf of the People 
of this State, or on the application of any creditor or 
stockholder of such corporation, upon bill or petition, 
iiled for that purpose, and upon due proof of any of the 
facts in the last section required, to authorize the issuing 
of the same. Whenever such injunction shall' issue 
against any bank, for any violation of its charter, on the 
application of any creditor, the Court shall proceed to 
final decree in such case, and adjudge a forfeiture, if the 
proof is sufficient, notwithstanding such creditor may 
settle with such corporation, and relinquish his claim 
against said corporation, and in all such cases the Attor- 
ney General, under the direction of the Governor, or any 
creditor, Bhall have the right to appear and prosecute 
such suit, and such suit shall not be discontinued if 
either of them so appear and prosecute such suit to final 
judgment. 

Sec 11. Upon such application being made, and in 
any stage of the proceedings thereupon, the Conrt may 
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appoint one or more Receivers, to take charge of the 
property and effects of such corporation, and to collect, 
sne for and recover the debts and demands that may be 
due, and the property that may belong to such corpora- 
tion, who shall, in all respects, be subject to the control 
of the Court. 

Seo. 12. Such Receivers shall possess all the powers 
and authority conferred, and be subject to all the obliga- 
tions and duties imposed in the next succeeding chapter, 
upon Receivers appointed in case of the voluntary disso- 
lution of a corporation. 

Sec. 13. If such application be made by a creditor of 
any corporation, whose Directors or stockholders are 
made liable by law for the payment of such debt in any 
event or contingency, such Directors or stockholders may 
be made parties to the bill or petition, either on the filing 
thereof, or in any subsequent stag« of the proceedings, 
whenever it shall become necessary to enforce such lia- 
bility. 

Sec. 14. If any creditor of a corporation desire to 
make such Directors or stockholders. parties to the suit, 
after a decree therein against the corporation, he may do 
so, on filing a supplemental bill against them, founded 
upon such decree, and if such decree was rendered in a 
proceeding instituted by the Attorney General, such 
creditor may, on his application, be made complainant 
therein, with or instead of the Attorney General, and 
may, in like manner, make the Directors and stockhold- 
ers sought to be charged, defendants in such suit. 

Seo. 15. Whenever any creditor of a corporation 
shall Beek to charge the Directors, Trustees or other 
superintending officers of such corporation, or the stock- 
holders thereof, on account of any liability created by 
law, he may file his bill for that purpose in any Court 
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having Chancery jurisdiction, which shall possess juris- 
diction to enforce such liability. 

Sec. 16. The Court shall proceed thereon as in other 
cases, and when necessary, shall cause" an account to he 
taken of the property and delate due to and from such 
corporation, and Bhall appoint one or more Receivers, 
who shall possess all the powers conferred, and be sub- 
ject to all the obligations imposed on Receivers, by the 
next succeeding chapter, in case of the voluntary disso- 
lution of a corporation, 

Sec. 17. But if, on the coming in of the answer, or 
upon the taking of any such account, it shall appear that 
such corporation is insolvent, and that it has no property 
or effects to satisfy such creditor, the Court may proeeed, 
without appointing any Receiver, to ascertain the respec- 
tive liabilities of such Directors and stockholders, and 
enforce the same by its decree, as in other cases. 

Sec. 18. Upon a final decree being made upon any 
such application to restrain a corporation, or upon any 
such bill filed against Directors or stockholders, the 
Court shall cause a just and fair distribution of the 
property of such corporation, and of the proceeds there- 
of, to be made among its fair and honest creditors, in the 
order and in the proportions prescribed by the nest chap- 
ter, in the case of a voluntary dissolution of a corpo- 
ration. 

Sec. 19. In all cases in which the Directors or other 
officers of a corporation, or the stockholders thereof, 
shall have been made parties to a suit in which a decree 
shall be rendered, if the property of such corporation 
shall be insufficient to discharge its debts, the Court 
shall proceed to compel each stockholder to pay in the 
amount due and remaining unpaid on the shares of stock 
held by him, or so much thereof as shall be necessary to 
satisfy the debts of the company. 
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Sec. 20. If the debts of the company shall remain 
unsatisfied, the Court shall proceed to ascertain the 
respective liabilities of the Directors or other officers, 
and of the stockholders, and to decree the amount paya- 
ble by each, and enforce such decree as la other cases. 

Sec. 21. Upon any application to the Court having 
jurisdiction, in any of the cases provided in this chapter, 
Buch Court may compel such corporation to discover any 
stock, property, things in action or effects alleged to 
belong, or to have belonged to it, the transfer and dispo- 
sition thereof, and the consideration, and all the circum- 
stances of snch disposition. 

Sec. 22. Every officer, agent or stockholder of any 
corporation, against which proceedings shall be institu- 
ted, according to the provisions of this chapter, and 
every person to whom it shall be alleged that any trans- 
fer of any property or effects of such corporation has 
been made, or in whose possession or control any such 
property or effects shall be alleged to be, may be com- 
pelled, in the discretion of the Court, to answer a bill 
filed to obtain any* discovery in the preceding section 
specified, notwithstanding such answer may expose the 
corporation of which he is a member to a forfeiture of its 
corporate rights, or any of them. 

Sec. 23. The answers of the officers and agents of any 
corporation shall be evidence against the corporation, in 
the same manner and to the same extent as if such 
answers had been given upon an examination of such 
officers or agents, as witnesses in the cause, and such 
officers or agents may subsequently be examined as wit- 
nesses by either party, under the order of the Court, but 
no such answer shall be compelled, unless by special 
order of the Court. 

Sec. 24. Neither the answer of any such officer or 
agent, nor his testimony upon any such subsequent 
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examination, shall be need as evidence upon any indict- 
ment or other criminal prosecution or proceeding against 
him. 

Sec. 25. Whenever any bill shall be filed, or any 
application made against any corporation, its Directors, 
, or other superintending officers, or its stockholders, 
according to the provisions of this ehapter, the Court 
may, by injunction, on the application of either party, 
and at any stage of the proceedings, restrain all proceed- 
ings at law, by any creditor against the defendants in 
such suit ; and whenever it shall appear necessary or 
proper, may order notice to be published in such manner 
as the Court shall direct, requiring all the creditors of 
such corporation to exhibit their claims and become par- 
ties to the suit, within a reasonable time, not less than 
six months from the first publication of snch order, and 
in default thereof to be precluded from all benefit of the 
decree which shall be made in such suit, and from any 
distribution which shall be made under such decree. 



Of the Tola alary Dissolution of Corporations, and the Abatement of 
Salts by and against them. 

[Chapter One Hundred and Eighteen of Reused Stat- 
utes of 1846.] 
Section 1. Whenever the Directors, Trustees or other 
officers having the management of the concerns of any 
corporation, or the majority of them, shall discover that 
the stock, property, and effects of such corporation have 
been so far reduced by losses or otherwise, that it will 
not be able to pay all just demands to which it may be 
liable, or to afford a reasonable security to those who 
may deal with such corporation, or whenever such Direc- 
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torg, Trustees, or officers, or a majority of them, shall, 
for any reason, deem it beneficial to the stockholders 
that such corporation Ehould be dissolved, they may 
apply to any Court having equity jurisdiction, by peti- 
tion, for a decree dissolving such corporation, pursuant 
to the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 2. Every such application shall contain a state- 
ment of the reasons which induce the applicants to desire 
a dissolution of the corporation ; and there shall be 
annexed thereto : 

1. A full, just and true inventory of all the estate, 
both real and personal, in law and equity, of such cor- 
poration, and of all the books, vouchers, and securities 
relating thereto ; 

2. A full, just and true account of the capital stock 
of such corporation, specifying the names of the stock- 
holders, their residence when known, the number of 
shares belonging to each, the amount paid in upon'such 
Bhares respectively, and the amount still due thereon ; 

3. A statement of all incumbrances on the property 
of such corporation ; 

4. A full and true account of all the creditors of snch 
corporation, and of all engagements entered into by such 
corporation, which may not have been fully satisfied and 
canceled, specifying the place of residence of each cred- 
itor and of every person to whom such engagements were 
made, if known, and if not known, the fact to be so 
stated ; the sum owing to each creditor ; the nature of 
each debt or demand ; and the true cause and considera- 
tion of such indebtedness in each case. 

Sec. 3. To every Buch petition Bhall also be annexed 
.an affidavit of the applicants, that the* facts stated in 
such application, and the accounts, inventories, and 
statements contained therein or annexed thereto, are just 
and true, so far as the applicants respectively know, or 
have the means of knowing. 
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Sec. 4. Upon such petition, accounts, inventories, 
and affidavits being filed, an order shall be entered 
requiring all persons interested in such corporation to 
show cause, if any they have, why such corporation 
should not be dissolved, before some Master in Chan- 
cery, to be named in such order, at some time and 
place to be therein specified, not less than three months 
from the date thereof. 

Sec. 5. Notice of the contents of such order shall be 
published once in each week for three weeks successively, 
in such paper as the Court may direct, and in a newspa- 
per published in the county where the principal place of 
conducting the business of such corporation shall be 
situated, if any newspaper be published in such county. 

Sec. 6. On the day appointed in such order, such 
Master shall proceed to hear the allegations and proofs 
of the parties, and shall take testimony in relation there- 
to, and shall, with all convenient speed, report the same 
to the Court, with a statement of the property, effects, 
debts, credits, and engagements of such corporation, and 
of all other matters and things pertaining to such corpo 
tion. 

Sec. 7. Such Master shall be entitled to the use of 
the original petition and schedules annexed thereto, if he 
require the same, by an order on the Register of the 
Court with whom they may be deposited, and shall 
return the same with his report. 

Sec. 8. Upon the coming in of the report of the Mas-* 
ter, if it Bhall appear to the Court that such corporation 
is insolvent, or that for any reason a dissolution thereof 
will be beneficial to the stochholders, and not injurious . 
to the public interest., a decree shall be entered, dissolv- 
ing such corporation, and appointing one or more Re- 
ceivers of its estate and effects ; and such corporation 
shall thereupon be dissolved, and shall cease. 
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Sec. 9. Any of the Directors, Trustees or other offi- 
cers of such corporation, or any of its stockholders, may 
be appointed Receivers, who, upon entering upon the 
duties of their appointment, shall give security to the 
People of this State, and in such penalty as the Court 
shall direct, conditioned for the faithful discharge of the 
duties of their appointment, and for the due accounting 
for all moneys and effects received by them as such Re- 
ceivers. 

Sec. 10. Such Receivers shall be vested with all the 
estate, real and personal, of such corporation, from the 
time of their having filed the security hereinbefore 
required, and shall be TruBteeB of such estate for the 
benefit of the creditors of such corporation, and of its 
stockholders. 

Sec. 11. Such Receivers shall have all the power and 
authority conferred by law upon Trustees to whom an 
assignment of the estate of an insolvent debtor may be 
made, pursuant to the provisions of the one hundred 
and forty-fifth chapter of these Revised Statutes. 

Sec. 12. If there shall be any sum remaining due 
upon any share of stock subscribed in such corporation, 
the Receiver shall immediately proceed and recover the 
same, unless the person so indebted shall be wholly 
insolvent ; and for that purpose may file his bill in any 
Court having equity jurisdiction, or may commence and 
prosecute an action at law for the recovery of such sum, 
without the consent of \ny creditor of such corporation. 

Sec. 13. The Receivers, immediately on their appoint- 
ment, shall give notice thereof, which shall contain the 
same matters required by law in notices of Trustees of 
insolvent debtors ; and in addition thereto, shall require 
all persons holding any open or subsisting contract of 
such corporation, to present the same in writing, and 
in detail, to such Receivers, at the time and place in such 
notice specified ; which shall be published once in each 
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week for six successive weeks in Buch paper as the Court 
may direct, and in a newspaper printed in the county 
where the principal place of conducting the business of 
such corporation shall have been situated, if such news- 
paper be there published. 

Sec. 14. All sales, assignments, transfers, mortgages, 
and conveyances of any part of the estate, real or per- 
sonal, including things in action, of every such corpora- 
tion, made after the filing of the petition for a dissolution 
thereof, in payment of, or as security for, any existing or 
prior debt, or for any other consideration, and all judg- 
ments confessed by such corporation after that time, shall 
be absolutely void as against the Receivers who may be 
appointed on such petition, and as against the creditors 
of such corporation. 

Sec. 15. After the first publication of the notice of the 
appointment of Receivers, every person having posses- 
sion of any property belonging to snch corporation, and 
every person indebted to such corporation, shall account 
and answer for the amount of such debt, and for the 
valne of such property, to the said Receivers ; ajid all 
the provisions of law in reBpect to Trustees of insolvent 
debtors, the collection and preservation of the property 
of such debtors, the concealment and discovery thereof, 
and the means of enforcing such discovery, shall be 
applicable to the Receivers bo appointed, and to the 
property of such corporation. 

Sec. 16. Such Receivers shall have the same power to 
settle any controversy that shall arise between them and 
any debtors or creditors of such corporation, by a refer- 
ence, as is given by law to Trustees of insolvent debtors, 
and the same proceedings shall be had for that purpose, 
and with the like effect ; and application may be made 
to any officer authorized to appoint such referees on the 
application of the Trustees of insolvent debtors, who 
shall proceed therein in the same manner ; and the refer- 
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ees shall proceed in like manner and file their report with 
the like effect in all respects. 

Sec. 17. The Receivers shall be subject to all the 
duties and obligations imposed by law on Trustees of 
insolvent debtors, so far as they may be applicable, 
except where other provisions are herein made, and they 
shall call a general meeting of the creditors of such cor- 
poration, within four months from the time of their 
appointment, when all accounts and demands in favor 
of and against such corporation, and all its "open and 
existing contracts shall be ascertained and adjusted, as 
far as may be, and the amount of moneys in the hands 
of the Receivers declared. 

Sbc. 18. If there shall be any open and subsisting 
engagements or contracts of such corporation, which are 
in the nature of insurances or contingent engagements of 
any kind, the Receivers may, with the consent of the 
party holding such engagement, cancel and discharge 
the same by refunding to such party the premium or 
consideration paid thereon to such corporation, or so 
much thereof as shall be in the same proportion to the 
time which shall remain of any risk assumed by sach 
engagement, as the whole premium bore to the whole 
term of such risk ; and upon such amount being paid by 
such Receivers to the person holding or being the legal 
owner of such engagement, it shall be deemed canceled 
and discharged as against such Receivers. 

Sec. 18. Such Receivers shall, in addition to their 
actual disbursements, be entitled to such commissions as 
the Court shall allow, not exceeding the sum allowed by 
law to executors and administrators. 

Szo. 20. The Receivers shall retain out, of the moneys 
in their hands, a sufficient amount to pay the sums which 
they are hereinbefore authorized to pay for the purpose 
of canceling and discharging any open or subsisting 
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Sec. 21. If any suit be pending against the corpora- 
tion, or against the Receivers, for any demand, the 
Receivers may retain the proportion which would belong 
to snch demand, if established, and the necessary costs, 
in their hands, to be applied according to the event of 
such suit, or to be distributed in a second or other divi- 
dend. 

Seo. 22. The Receivers shall distribute the residue of 
the moneys in their hands among all those who have 
exhibited their claims as creditors, and whose debts have 
been ascertained, as follows : 

1. All debts entitled to a preference under the laws of 
the United States ; 

2. Executions actually levied against such corpora- 
tions to the extent of the property on which they shall 
respectively be levied, and according to their legal pri- 
ority ; 

3. Creditors having made special deposits, if such 
deposits remain in kind ; 

4. All other creditors of such corporation, in propor- 
tion to their respective demands, without giving any 
preference to debts due on specialties. 

Sec. 23. If the whole of the estate of such corpora- 
tion be not distributed on the first dividend, the Receivers 
shall, within one year thereafter, and within sixteen 
months after their appointment, make a second dividend 
of all the moneys in their hands, among the creditors 
entitled thereto ; of which, and that the same will be a 
final dividend, notice shall be published once in each 
week for three weeks successively, in such paper as the 
Court may direct, and in a newspaper printed in the 
county where the principal place of business of such 
corporation was situated, if there be such newspaper. 

Sec. 24. Such second dividend shall be made in all 
respects in the same manner as herein prescribed in rela- 
tion to the first dividend, and no other shall be made 
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thereafter among the creditors of such corporation, un- 
less ordered by the Court, except to the creditors having 
suits against it, or against the Receivers, pending at the 
time of such second dividend, and except of the moneys 
which may be retained to pay such creditors ; but every 
creditor who shall have neglected to exhibit his demand 
before the first dividend, and who shall deliver his ac- 
count to the Receivers before such second dividend, 
shall receive the sum'he would have been entitled to on 
the first dividend, before any distribution be made to the 
other creditors. ' 

Sec. 25. After such second dividend shall have been 
made, the Receivers shall not be answerable to any cred- 
itor of such corporation, or to any person having claims 
against such corporation, by virtue of any open or sub- 
sisting engagement, unless the demand of such creditor 
shall have been exhibited, and the engagements upon 
which such claims are founded, shall have been present- 
ed to the said Receivers, in detail and in writing, be- 
fore or at the time specified by them in their notice of a 
second dividend. 

Sec 26. After a final dividend is made, and the debts 
of any such corporation are paid, if there shall remain 
any surplus in the hands of the Receivers, they shall dis- 
tribute the same among the stockholders of such corpo- 
ration, in proportion to the respective amounts paid by 
them, severally, on their shares of stock. 

Sec. 27. When any suit pending at the time of the 
final dividend, shall be terminated, they shall apply the 
moneys retained in their hands for that pnrpose, to the 
payment of the amount recovered, and their necessary 
costs and expenses ; and if nothing shall have been re- 
covered, they shall distribute such moneys, after deduct- 
ing their expenses and costs, among the creditors and 
stockholders of the corporation, in the same manner as 
herein directed in respect to a second dividend. 
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Sec. 28. The Receivers shall be subject to the control 
of the Court, and may be compelled to account at any 
time ; they may be removed by the Court, and any va- 
cancy created by such removal, or by death or otherwise, 
may be supplied by the Court. 

Sec. 29. Within three months after the time herein 
prescribed for making a second dividend, the Receivers 
shall render a full and accurate account of ther proceed- 
ings to the Court, which shall be referred to a Master to 
examine and report thereon. 

Sec. 30. Previous to rendering such account, the Re- 
ceivers shall insert a notice of their intention to present 
the same, once in each week for three weeks successively, 
in such paper as the Court may direct, and in a newspa- 
per of the county in which notices of dividends are here- 
in required to be published, if there be one, specifying 
the time and place at which such account will be ren- 
dered. 

Sec. 31, The Master to whom soch.account shall be 
referred, shall hear and examine the proofs, vouchers 
and documents offered for or against such account, and 
shall report thereon fully to the Court. 

Sec. 32. Upon the coming in of such report, the Court 
shall hear the allegations of all concerned therein, and 
shall allow or disallow such account, and decree the 
same to be final and conclusive upon all the creditors of 
such corporation, upon all persons who have claims 
against it upon any open or subsisting engagements, and 
upon all the stockholders of such corporation. 

' Sec. 33. Such Receivers shall alBO account from time 
to time in the same manner, and with the like effect, for 
all moneys which shall come to their hands after the ren- 
dering of such account as hereinbefore provided, and for 
all moneys which shall have been retained by them for 
any of the purposes hereinbefore specified, and shall pay 
into Court all unclaimed dividends. 
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Sec. 34. The provisions of this chapter Bhall not ex- 
tend lo any incorporated Library or Lyceum Society ; to 
any Religious Corporation, or any incorporated Acade- 
my or select school ; nor to the proprietors of any Bury- 
ing Ground incorporated under the laws of this State. 

Sec. 36. The dissolution of a corporation by a decree 
of the Court, or by the expiration of its charter, or oth- 
erwise, shall not abate any suit or proceedings in favor 
of such corporation which shall have been pending at 
the time ot Buch dissolution ; but all such suits or pro- 
ceeding may be continued by the Receivers who shall 
hare been appointed for such corporation by the Court, 
or by the Trustees on whom the estate and effects of such 
corporation ihall have devolved, in the name of such cor- 
poration, or fa the names of such Receivers or Trustees, 
who may be rabstituted as plaintiffs under the direction 
of the Court ii which the suit shall be pending, and sub- 
ject to such orier as the Court may deem expedient, in 
relation, to the payment or security of costs. 

Sec 36. Whenever a Receiver of the property and ef- 
fects of a corporation has been appointed before its dis- 
solution, or afterwards, new suits may be brought and 
carried on by anj such Receivers, either in their own 
names, or in the name of the corporation for which they 
shall have been appointed. 

Sec. 37. No suit commenced in the name of any such 
Receiver, shall be abated by his removal or death ; but 
the same may be continued in the name of the remaining 
Receiver, if there be one, or in the name of the successor 
of the Receiver so remoVed or deceased, or of the corpo- 
ration, as may be directtd by the Court in which theanit 
may be pending. \ 

Sec. 38. The Court in which any suit or proceeding 
against a corporation whicV shall have been dissolved by 
a decree in Chancery or 'otherwise, shall be pending at 
the time of such" dissolution, shall have power, on the 
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application of either party thereto, to make an order for 
the continuance of such suit or proceeding, and the same 
may thereafter be continued until a final judgment or 
decree shall be had therein. 



Of Writs of Scire Faoiu. 



{Chapter One Hundred and Thirty-Fine of Revised Stat- 
utes of 1846.] 

Section 1. A writ of scire facias may "be issued out 
of the Supreme Court, in behalf of the People of this 
State, upon the relation of tha Attorney General, or of 
any private person, for the purpose of vacating and an- 
nulling any letters patent granted by the People of this 
State, in the following cases : 

1. When it shall be alleged that such letters patent 
were obtained by means of some fraudident suggestion, 
or concealment of a material fact, made by the person to 
whom the same were issued, or made vdtb his consent or 
knowledge ; 

2. When it Bhall be alleged that such letters patent 
were issued through mistake, and in ignorance of some 
material fact ; 

3. When the patentee, or those lawfully claiming un- 
der him, shall have done or omitted any act, in violation 
of the terms and conditions upon which such letters pat- 
ent were granted ; or shall, by any other means, have for- 
feited the interest acquired under the same. 

Sec. 2. A writ of scire facias may also be issued out 
the Supreme Court, upon the relation of the Attorney 
General, against any corporation created or renewed by 
any act of the Legislature, 'or the purpose of vacating 
and annulling such act, on the ground that the same 
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was passed upon some fraudulent suggestion, or conceal- 
ment of a material fact, made by the persons incorpo- 
rated by such act, or made with their consent or know- 
ledge, but no such writ shall be issued under the provi- 
sions of this section, except when the Legislation shall 
specially direct the Attorney General to prosecute the 
same. 

Sbc. 3. In every writ of scire facias issued under 
either of the two preceding sections, the particlar mattera 
and circumstances upon which the same is founded, Bhall 
be set forth with such convenient certainty, that the de- 
fendants may be fully apprized of the general nature 
thereof. 

Sec 4. If the matters duly alleged in such writ, shall 
be found for the People, or the defendants shall make de- 
fault, judgment shall be rendered, that the letters patent, 
or act of incorporation, specified in the writ, as the case 
may be, bevacted and annulled.. 

Sec. 5. Writs of scire facias may be issued in all other 
cases where the same are or Bhall be allowed by any law 
of this State, and the provisions of this chapter shall ap- 
ply to such writs, so far as the same may be applicable. 

Sec. 6. Writs of scire facias may be issued, tested 
and returned, at the same time, and in the same manner 
as original writs in personal actions, and, except when 
otherwise specially provided, it shall not be necessary £o 
have any particular number of days between the test and 
return day thereof. 

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the sheriff or other offi- 
cer to whom any such writ of scire facias may be direct- 
ed, to endeavor to serve the' same, notwithstanding any 
directions he may receive to the contrary, from the plain- 
tiff therein, or his attorney. 

Sec. 8. Every such writ shall be served by delivering 
a copy thereof, certified by the officer serving the same, 
to the party required to be summoned ; or by leaving the 
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same at his dwelling house, with some person of proper 
age ; and if such writ be iasued against a corporation, it 
shall be served in the same manner as prescribed for the 
service of an original summons upon a corporation. 

Sec. 9. In all cases where the writ shall be returned 
duly served, the appearance of the persons or corpora- 
tions so summoned, shall be entered by the clerk as in 
other cases; and the plaintiff shall.be entitled, on the 
filing of such writ, bo returned, to enter a rule requiring 
the defendant to plead to such writ, within twenty days 
after service of notice thereof, notice of which rule shall , 
be served in the same manner, and with like effect, as in 
personal actions. 

Seo. 10. If the sheriff return that any person who was 
the original defendant in a judgment, and was required 
to be summoned by such writ, cannot be found, and has 
no dwelling house within his county, the court shall, 
after.the filing of the scire facias, direct a rule to be en- 
tered, requiring the defendant to appear and plead to 
such scire facias, within twenty days after the last pub- 
lication of such rule, as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 11. A copy of such rule, certified by the clerk of 
the court, shall be published for four weeks successively 
iu such paper as the court may direct. 

Sec. 12. If such defendant shall not appear and plead 
to such scire facias within the time limited by the rule, 
the plaintiff shall be entitled, upon filing ah affidavit of 
the due publication of said rule, to enter the default of 
the defendant, and judgement shall be rendered upon 
such default, in like manner as if the wrif had been re- 
turned served. 

Sec. 13. No declaration shall be required to be filed 
upon the scire facias ; but when executors or adminis- 
trators are plaintiffs in any such writ, they shall make 
profert of their letters testamentary or of administration 
in the scire facias, in the same manner as in a declara- 
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tion ; and the defendant shall plead to such writ, in the 
same manner as to a declaration. 

3ec. 14. No proceeding shall be had on any writ of 
scire facias, unless the same shall have been served, or 
notice thereof published, as hereinbefore provided ; and 
no proceeding shall be had against any bail prosecuted 
by scire facias, unless such writ shall have been person- 
ally served. 

Sec. 15. Whenever judgment shall be rendered 
against the defendant, upon any scire facias brought 
to vacate letters patent, or to vacate any act of incorpo- 
ration, a copy of the record of such judgment Bhall be 
forthwith filed in the office of the Secretary of State. 

Sec. 16. If the record relate to letters patent, the Sec- 
retary shall forthwith transmit to the Commissioner of 
the Land Office, a statement of the substance and effect 
of such recovery, and of the time when the judgment was 
rendered ; and the lands and tenements granted by such 
letters patent, may thereafter be disposed of by such 
Commissioner, in the same manner as if such letters pat- 
ent had never been issued. 

Sec. 17. If the record relate to an act of incorpora- 
tion, the Secretary of State shall forthwith cause notice 
of the substance and effect of such recovery to be pub- 
lished for four successive weekB in some newspaper pub- 
lished at the Capital, and the like time in a newspaper 
printed in the county where the principal office or place 
of business of the company created by sueh act shall 
be, if one be there published. 

Sec. 18. Whenever any judgment shall be rendered 
for the vacating and annulling of any act of incorpora- 
tion, pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, any 
court having equity jurisdiction shall have the same pow- 
ers to restrain the corporation created by such act, to ap- 
point a Receiver of its property and effects, and to take 
an account and make distribution thereof among itscred- 
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itors, as in cases of the voluntary dissolution of corpora- 
tions ; and it shall be the duty of the Attorney General, 
immediately after the rendering of any judgment vacat- 
ing and annulling any such act of incorporation, to insti- 
tute proceedings for that purpose in said Court. 



Information'. 

Of informations in the nature of a quo warranto, and 
in certain other cases. 

[Chapter 136 of Revised Statutes of 1846.] 

Section 1. An information in the nature of a quo 
warranto may be filed in the Supreme Court, either in 
term time or vacation, by the Attorney General, against 
individuals, upon his own, or upon the relation of any 
private party, and without applying to such Court for 
leave, in either of the following cases : 

1. When any person shall usurp, intrude into, or 
unlawfully hold or exercise any public office, civil or 
military, or any franchise, within this State ; or any 
office in any corporation created by the authority of this 
State; 

2. Whenever any public officer, civil or military, 
shall have done or suffered any act which, by the provi- 
sions of law, shall work a forfeiture of his office ; 

3. When any association or number of persons shall 
act as a corporation within this State, without being 
legally incorporated. 

Sec. 2. Whenever any such information shall be 
filed, a summons shall be issued thereon, which shall be 
served and returned in like manner as in personal 
actions ; and whenever the same shall be returned served, 
the clerk shall enter the defendant's appearance. 

Sec. 3. Whenever any such information shall be filed 
against any person for usurping any office, the Attorney 
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General, in addition to the other matters required to be 
set forth in the information, may also Bet forth therein 
the name of the person rightfully entitled to Buch office, 
with an averment of his right thereto. 

Sec. 4. In every such case judgment shall he rendered 
upon the right of the defendant, and also upon the right 
of the party so entitled ; or only upon the right of the 
defendant, as justice shall require. 

Sec. 5. If judgment be rendered upon the right of the 
person bo averred to be entitled, and the same be in favor 
of such person, he shall be entitled, after taking the oath 
of office, and executing any official bond which may be 
required by law, to take upon him the execution of the 
office ; and it shall be his duty, immediately thereafter, 
to demand of trtie defendant in such information, all the 
books and papers in his custody or within his power, be- 
longing to such office. 

Sec. 6. If such defendant shall refuse or neglect to 
deliver over any such books or papers, pursuant to such 
demand, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor ; 
and the like proceedings shall be had, and with like ef- 
fect, to compel the delivery of such books and papers, 
as are prescribed in chapter one hundred and thirty- 
three of these Revised Statutes. 

Sec. 7. If judgment be rendered upon the right of the 
person so averred to be entitled, in favor of such person, 
he may at any time within one year after the rendering 
of such judgment, make and file a suggestion, that he 
has sustained damages to a certain amount, by reason of 
the usurpation by the defendant, of the office from which 
such defendant has been evicted, and praying judgment 
therefor. 

Sec. 8. Such suggestion shall be entered, with the 
proceedings thereon, upon the record of the judgment, 
or shall be attached thereto, as a continuation of the 
same ; it shall be served on the defendant or his attorney, 
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and a rule to plead thereto shall be entered, and notice 
thereof given, in the same manner, and with the like ef- 
fect, as upon the filing of a declaration in personal ac- 
tions. 

Seo. 9. The defendant may plead the general isstie to 
each suggestion, which shall he, in substance, the same 
as in personal actions ; and on trial of any Buch issue, 
the plaintiff therein shall be entitled to recover the dam- 
ages which he may have sustained by reason of the usur- 
pation. 

Seo. 10. All issues of fact or of law, that shall be 
joined between the parties, shall be tried and determined 
in the Supreme Courts or in the Circuit Court of such 
county as the Supreme Coprt may by special rule direct, 
and execution may issue on any judgment recovered on 
such trial as in other cases. 

Sec. 11. If no issue of fact be joined upon such sug- 
gestion, or if judgment be rendered against the defendant 
, by default, on demurrer or otherwise, a writ of inquiry 
shall be issued to the sheriff of the county within which 
the duties of the office are to be exercised, if the same 
be local, and if not local, to the Sheriff of any county 
within this State, to assess the damages sustained by the 
person filing such suggestion, by reason of the premises ; 
or an order may be entered that such damages be assessed 
at a Circuit Court, to be held in any county of this 
State. 

Sec. 12. An information in the nature of a quo war- 
ranto may also be filed by the Attorney General, upon 
his own relation, or upon the relation of any private 
party, on leave granted, against any corporate body, 
whenever such corporation shall : 

1. Offend against any of the provisions of the act or 
acts creating, altering, or renewing such corporation ; or 

2. Violate the provisions of any law, by which such 
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corporation shall have forfeited its charter by misuser ; 
or: 

3. Whenever it shall have forfeited its privileges and 
franchises by non-user ; -or: 

4. Whenever it shall have done or omitted any acts 
which amount to a surrender of its corporate rights, 
privileges and franchises ; or : 

5. Whenever it shall exercise any franchise or privi- 
lege not conferred upon it by law ; 

And it shall be the duty of the Attorney General, < 
whenever he shall have good reason to believe that the 
same can be established by proof, to file such informa- 
tion in every case of public interest ; and also, in every 
other case in which satisfactory security shall be given 
to indemnify the People of this State against all costs 
and expenses to be incurred thereby. 

Sac. 13. Leave to file such information may be 
granted by the Supreme Court, in term time, or by any 
Justice thereof, but by no other officer, upon the appli- 
cation of the Attorney General in vacation ; and Buch 
Court or Justice may, in their discretion, direct notice of 
such application to be given to such corporation or its 
officers, previous- to granting such leave, and may hear 
such corporation in opposition thereto. 

Sec. 14. Upon such leave being granted, and endorsed 
upon the information, under the hand of the Clerk of 
the Court, or of the Justice granting the same, the Attor- 
ney General may forthwith file the same, and thereupon 
may issue a writ of summons against such corporation, 
commanding the Sheriff to summon such corporation to 
appear in the said Court, and to answer the said infor- 
mation. 

Sec. 15. But when such corporation shall appear by 
counsel, pnrsuant to the notice above authorized to be 
given, and shall be heard in opposition to granting such 
leave, the Court or Justice granting leave may also direct 
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a rule to be entered, requiring the defendants to appear 
and plead to such information, within twenty days after 
service of a copy thereof, and notice of said rule ; and in 
such case it shall not be necessary to issue a writ of sum- 
mons. 

Bxc. 16. Whenever any writ of summons, issued 
upon an information in the nature of a quo warranto, 
shall be returned duly served, the Attorney General 
may thereupon enter a rule, in vacation or in term, re- 
, quiring the defendants to plead to the information filed 
against them in twenty days after service of a copy there- 
of ; and the same shall he served in the same manner, 
and with like effect, as rules upon declarations in per- 
sonal actions. 

Seo. 17. Whenever any such writ shall be returned 
not served, by reason of the defendants, or the officers of 
the defendants, not being found within the county, the 
Court shall direct a rule to be entered, requiring the de- 
fendant, whether an individual or a corporation, to ap- 
pear and plead to such information, within twenty days 
after the last publication of such rule as hereinafter pro- 
vided. 

Sec. 18. A certified copy of such rule shall be pub- 
lished for four weeks successively, in such paper as the 
Court may direct ; and if the defendant shall not appear 
and plead to such information, within the time limited in 
the rule, the plaintiff shall be entitled, upon filing an affi- 
davit of the due publication of such rule, to enter the de- 
fault of the defendant, in like manner as if the writ had 
been duly served. 

Sec. 19. When several persons claim to be entitled 
to the same office or franchise, one information may be 
filed against all such persons, in order to try their respec- 
tive rights to such office or franchise. 

Sec. 20. An order may be made enlarging the time to 
plead or demur, upon an information in the nature of a 
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quo warranto, by the Supreme Court, or by a Justice 
thereof ; but by no other person. 

Sec. 91. Whenever any defendant, whether a natural 
person or a corporation, against whom an information in 
the nature of a quo warranto shall have been exhibited, 
shall be found or adjudged guilty of usurping or intrud- 
ing into, or unlawfully holding or exercising any office, 
franchise or privilege, judgment shall be rendered that 
snch defendant be ousted, and altogether excluded from 
such office, franchise or privilege ; and also, that the At- 
torney General, or the relator, if there be one, recover his 
costs against such defendant. 

Sec. 22. The Court may also, in its discretion, im- 
pose a fine upon any snch person or corporation against 
whom such judgment shall be rendered, not exceeding 
two thousand dollars ; which fine, when collected, shall 
be paid to the State Treasurer, and shall by him be dis- 
tributed and paid to the several County Treasurers to 
the credit of the several Library Funds, in the same pro- 
portions that the income of the Primary School Fund 
was apportioned to the several counties, at the then last 
apportionment of such School moneys. 

Sec. 23. Whenever it shall be found or adjudged that 
any corporation against which an information in the na- 
ture of a quo warranto shall have been filed, has, by any 
misuser, nonuser, or surrender, forfeited its corporate 
rights, privileges and franchises, judgment shall be ren- 
dered that such corporation be ousted and altogetSp? 
excluded from such corporate rights, privileges and fran- 
chises, and that the said corporation be dissolved. 

Sec. 24. If judgment be rendered upon any such 
information against any corporation, or against any per- 
sons claiming to be a corporation, the Court may cause 
the costs therein to be collected, by execution against the 
persons claiming to be a corporation, or by attachment 
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against the Directors or other officers of any such corpo- 
ration. 

Sec. 25. Whenever any such judgment shall be ren- 
dered, any court having equity jurisdiction shall have 
the same powers to restrain the corporation against which 
it is rendered : to appoint a receiver of its property and 
effects; and to take an account and make distribution 
thereof among its creditors, as in case of the voluntary 
dissolution of a corporation ; and it shall be the duty of 
the Attorney General, immediately after the rendering 
of any such judgment, to institute proceedings for that 
purpose in said court. 

Sec. 26. Whenever any such judgment shall be ren- 
dered against a corporation, a copy of the record of such 
judgment shall be forthwith filed in the office of the Sec- 
retary of State ; and such Secretary" shall forthwith 
cause notice of the substance and effect of such recovery 
to be published for four successive weeks in some news- 
paper printed at the seat of government, and in a news- 
paper printed in the county where the principal office or 
place of business of such corporation shall be, if a 
newspaper be there printed. 

Sec. 27. Whenever, by the provisions of law, any 
property, real or personal, shall be forfeited to the people 
of this State, or to any officers, for their use, an informa- 
tion for the recovery of such property, alleging the 
Bunds of such forfeiture, may be filed by the Attorney 
ftpral in the Circuit Court ; upon which the like pro- 
Hedmgs and judgment shall be had, if the information 
,be to recover personal property, as in actions of trover, 
and if to recover real property; as in actions of eject- 
ment. 
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AN ACT to enable any township, city, or village to pledge its aid, 
by loan or donation, to any railroad company now chartered or 
organized, or that may hereafter be organized, under and by 
virtue of the laws of the State of Michigan, in the construction 
of its road. 

Section 1. The people of the State of Michigan tanM^va at 

'enact, That it shall he lawful for any township or oitySEsP*""* 

to pledge its aid to any railroad company now chartered, 

organized, or that may hereafter "be organized, un<V r and 

by virtue of the laws of the State of Michigan, in the 

construction of its road, by loan or donation, with oru-iwi *><<■»• 

without conditions, for such sum or sums, not exceeding 

ten per centum of the assessed valuation then last made, 

of the real and personal property in such township or 

city, as a majority of the electors of such township or *•£*%*?"'■*' 

city voting, shall, at a meeting or meetings called for that 

purpose, determine : Provided, That the total amount of p™**. 

outstanding indebtedness, exclusive of interest thereon, 

of any Buch township or city, incurred for any and all 

railroads, shall not exceed ten per cent, of the assessed 

valuation of the same at any one time : Provided, That n*i. 

the amount", exclusive of interest thereon, which shall 

become due or collectable in any one year, shall not 

exceed two per centum of the assessed valuation of sugIi 

township or city, at the time of issuing the same : And 

provided further, That the totalamount which the city »£a°«t* 

of Detroit may raise for Buch purposes shall not exceed ""p*™* 

five per centum of the assessed valuation of the real and 

personal property of said city. 
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to Mribg]| Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the supervisor of any 

S&yvHrtTiE township, and the mayor of any city, to call a meeting 
or meetings of the electors of their respective townships 
or city whenever a request in writing to do so shall "be 
made by thirty tax-paying electors of such township or 

Tw«tj J.,,' mr city, and to give public notice thereof, at least twenty 
days previous to holding such meeting, by posting the 
same in noteless than five of the most public places in 
such township or city, and by the advertisement of the 
same in some newspaper published in the county wherein 

r.«ri.. such township or city shall be : Provided, In the case of 

cities or townships in which a daily or weekly newspaper 
shall be published, such publication shall be made in 
such newspaper, at least once in each week for three 
successive weeks next previous to the holding of such 

mw. meeting : And provided, In the case of the city of 

Detroit, such notice shall be published in at least three 
daily newspapers for ten consecutive days previous to 
the holding of Buch meeting. Such request and notice 
shall specify the amount of aid, the conditions, rate of 
interest, the time of payment and manner of executing 
the bonds, and other particulars in regard to such aid 

im. not otherwise provided herein : And provided further, 

That no township or city shall, under the provisions of 
this act, hold more than two meetings in any one year, 
unless a majority of the tax-paying electors of such city 
or township shall sign such request in writing therefor. 

iHpcoionor ft*- Sec. 3. At such meeting or meetings the township, 

"*■» city, or ward inspectors of elections shall act as inspec- 

tors of election. The electors shall vote by ballot, (such 
ballot to contain the words "aid to railroad — yes," or 
"aid to railroad— no," as the case may be) and shall be 
subject to- challenge as at other township or city elec- 
tions ; and the proceedings at such meetings to be held 
under the provisions of this act, shall, in case of town- 
ships, he governed, so far as they may be applicable, by 
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. the general laws of this State relating to township elec- 
tions, and in the case of cities, by the laws regulating 
their respective municipal elections ; and illegal and 

'fraudulent voting shall be punishable in the same 

manner and to the same extent as at other township or 

city elections. A copy of the request, and also of theR^J»ip™«*- 

notice required by the provisions of section two of this 

act, shall be entered at large upon the records of the 

township or city, together with a statement of the result, 

and other essential particulars; and a certified copy ofwi«. C f «,„, tt 

such record shall be in all courts and places, primd 

facie evidence of the facts therein set forth. 

Sec. 4. Any township or city that may avail itself of i™<>t ™i™ 
the benefits of this act by voting aid to any railroad 
company, as provided herein, shall, within sixty days 
after the question of aid is determined by a vote of the 
electors of such township or city, as provided in section 
three of this act, issue its coupon bonds for the amount 
so determined to be granted, which bonds shall be in nnmuuin ,t 
sums of not lees than one hundred dollars each, and not 
more than one thousand dollars each, and shall be pay- *.*.*,. 
able at any time as determined upon by the electors of 
such township or city, not exceeding twenty years from 
the date thereof Such bonds shall bear interest at aim™,. 
rate of not exceeding ten per cent, per annum, and shall 
have attached thereto the necessary and usual interest 
coupons, corresponding in dates and numbers with the 
bonds to which they are attached, which shall be signed 
by written signatures by the same person or persons 
executing such bonds. Such bonds shall, if issued by a jjj .bo E m 
city, be executed, by the mayor and clerk or recorder 
thereof, as the case, may be, under the seal of said city, 
and if issued by a township, they shall be executed by 
the supervisor and clerk thereof, and if any city or town- 
ship issuing such bonds shall have a seal, the same shall 
be impressed upon each of such bonds. The bonds, and 
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«• wiu.. coupons attached thereto, Hhall be payable at the office 
of the treasurer of the county in which such township 
or city may be situate. 

«iwd.vi> Sec 6. Whenever any such bonds as provided by 

the provisions of this act shall have been issued as there- 
in specified, the same shall be delivered by the person, 
persons or officers having charge of the same, to the 
Treasurer of this State, who shall give a receipt therefor, 
and hold the same as trustee for the municipality issuing 
the same, and for the railroad company for which tbey 
were issued, and to be disposed of by said treasurer in 
discharge of his trust as hereinafter provided. 

«T>». R r Sec. 6. Upou receipt of any such bonds from any 

township or city, in aid of any Buch railroad company, 
the Treasurer of thiB State shall immediately register or 
record the same in . a book or books to be kept by 
him for that purpose, in Tub office, which record shall 

tauomnrd. show the amount, date, and number of each bond, the 
rate of interest which it hears, by what township or city 
issued, to the benefit of what railroad company the same 
are issued, and the time when payable, which record 
shall be always open for the inspection of any citizen of 

■ win. or this State, or other interested person. Such bonds shall 

«■(*. " be safely kept by said Treasurer, for the benefit of the 
parties interested, and be disposed of by him in the fol- 
lowing manner : That is to say, whenever any railroad 
company, in aid of which any of smch bonds may have 
been issued, shall present to said Treasurer a certificate 
from the Governor of this State that such railroad com- 
pany has in all respects complied with the provisions of 
this act, and is thereby entitled to any of such bonds, the 
same, or such of said bonds as said company shall be 
entitled to receive, shall be delivered to said company, 
the Treasurer first cutting therefrom, canceling, and re- 
turning to the municipality, the past due coupons. The 
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Treasurer shall indorse upon each of said bonds the date rm™™* «« 
of such delivery and to whom the same were delivered, 
and the same shall draw interest only from the- time 
when so delivered ; and the Treasurer shall notify the««i«or-ta 
clerk of the township, or recorder or clerk of the city* "* 4, 
issuing the same, of the date of the delivery of its bonds 
to such railroad company. The railroad company so J ( «g™*,*S!!"*.r 
receiving such bonds shall pay the State Treasurer one- 
tenth of one per centum of the par value of all such 
' bonds so delivered, which shall be received by him in 
full payment of all fees and charges for the custody, 
recording, endorsing, and delivery of said bonds, which 
money shall be paid into the State Treasury. And in wwi w g Mi 
case any bond so delivered to said Treasurer by any 
such township or city shall not, within three years from 
the time when the same were received by him, be de- 
manded, in compliance with the terms of this act, the 
same shall be canceled by said Treasurer, and returned 
to the proper officers of the township or city issuing the 
same. 

Seo. 7. In case any city or township issuing bonds p ,™? 1 i£"j2f- 
as heretofore provided In this act, shall fail to pftythe""**'^^' 
bonds, or the interest coupons, or to deposit with the 
Treasurer of the county in which such township or city 
is situated, a sufficient sum of money to pay the bonds 
or the coupons, which it may have issued as aforesaid, 
which may then be due, as by the terms of said bonds 
or coupons, the county treasurer of Buch county shall d-mb*.*— >- 
certify the same to the clerk of the board of supervisors 
of such county, or in case of the city of Detroit, to the 
assessor thereof, stating the amount so due and unpaid 
by such township or city, whereupon the board of super- 
visors of such county, or such assessor, as the case may 
be, shall cause the same to be assessed, levied, and col- 
lected from such township or city, with other county or 
city taxes, and in like manner, adding to the amount 

, Google 



GENERAL ENABLING ACT. 

thereof, interest at the rate specified in said bond, for 
one year, and the same shall be paid to the county 
treasurer by the treasurer of such township or city ; and 
upon the receipt of such money, the county treasurer 
shall pay to the holders thereof, the principal or interest 
for which such money may have been collected, with 
the interest thereon, and cancel or return such bonds or 
coupons to the township or city to which the same may 
belong. 

Sec. 8. In case any township or city shall avail itself 
«~i..(ic. f tne b eiie fits of this act, by the issue of bonds or other 
evidence of debt, in the aid of any railroad company as 
by this act provided, such township or city shall, each 
year, by its proper authorities, after receiving the notice 
as herein provided, from the State Treasurer, of the 
delivery of its bonds to the proper railroad company, so 
long as such bonds or other evidence of debt remain 
unpaid, levy, assess, and collect upon the taxable pro- 
perty of such township or city, a sufficient sum of money 
to pay all bonds, or interest upon the same; as either the 
njM.r, bonds or interest thereon shall become due : and the full 
faith and credit of any township or city so issuing any 
such bonds or other evidence of debt is hereby pledged 
for the full payment of both principal and interest there- 
on ; and the same are made hereby valid and legal 
charge upon the taxable prope.ty of the township or 
city issuing the same. 

Sec. 9. No such bonds or other evidence of indebted- 
ness shall be delivered to such company until it shall 
have complied with the conditions voted, and completed 
its road-bed and ironed its road with the usual T, or such 
other rail as may be used by first class railroads, 
through the municipality issuing the same, or to the 
termination thereof, if said road shall terminate therein ; 
nor until said company shall have completed their road 
as aforesaid, through such municipality, or from the 
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termination of such road if it terminates therein, to some 
connecting line of railroad duly completed and in full 
operation, or to the initial or starting point of such road. 
And in case such bonds shall have been issued by a ggflKY £J 
municipality not upon the line of such road, the same 
shall not be delivered until said road shall be completed 
and ironed, as aforesaid, through the municipality ad- 
joining thereto : Provided, That in case of the voting of p»ti». 
aid by any township or city, located six miles or more 
from any part of said railroad, no such bonds shall be 
delivered until at least twenty miles of said road-bed 
and railroad shall -hate been completed and irdned, as 
aforesaid, from the terminus of said railroad nearest to 
such aiding city or township : And -provided, further, iwa. 
That in the case of the termination of said railroad, or 
the making of such crossing, or intersection of another 
railroad within the limits of any such aiding munici- 
pality, such bonds maybe delivered when the said road- 
bed and railroad shall have been completed and ironed,, ■ 
as aforesaid, for the distance of six miles from such 
terminus or point of intersection. 

Sec. 10. The provisions of this act are hereby extend- r^o^or.^ rt»v- 
ed so as to authorize any incorporated village to vote 
aid to the extent, in the manner, and subject to the 
conditions and provisions of this act in relation to cities. 
In case any township has not voted such aid, any village 
formed in whole or in part from such township may vote 
such aid, and when any such village has voted such aid, 
it shall not be liable to a further tax for that purpose by 
a vote of the township, and it shall be the duty of the 
president of any village to call a meeting or meetings of 
the electors of his village as provided in section number 
two of this act for cities and townships. The bonds B , rtomyU! 
contemplated in this act, if issued by a village, shall i 3e ,,0, " ls "" u 
executed by the president and clerk or recorder thereof, 
as the case may be, as provided for cities and townships 
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in section number four of this act : Provided, That 
whenever a village has not voted aid to the full extent 
of the provisions of this act, a further aid by township 
or village may be granted to an amount equal to the 
difference between the aid already granted and the full 
amount permitted by the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 11. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 22, 1869. 
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Amlioy, Lansing, Traverse Hay Enabling Acts and Amendments. 



Section 1. The PeopU of the StaU of Michigan e«a#, That the mayor, 
recorder and alderman of the city of Saginaw shall be, and the; are hereby 
authorized and empowered to borrow money on the faith and credit of said 
city, and issue bonds therefor, to the amount not exceeding forty thousand 
dollars, which shall be expended in aiding in the construction of the Amboy, 
Lansing and Traverse Bay railroad : Provided, That a majority of the property- 
holding tax-payers of said city, being electors therein, shall rote for such law 
in the manner hereinafter specified, and not otherwise. 

Sec. 2. The question of raising said money by loan, 
shall be submitted, by the common council of said city, 
to the electors thereof, qualified as aforesaid, and the 
rote shall be taken, as near as may be, in accordance 
with the provisions of section eighty-four of an act enti- 
tled ' ' An act to revise and amend the charter of the city 
of Saginaw," approved February fifth eighteen hundred 
and fifty-nine. 

Sec. 3. If such loan shall be authorized by a majority 
of such electors, said bonds may be issued in such sum, 
not exceeding the amount hereinbefore limited, and pay- 
able at such times, with such rate of interest, not exceed- 
ing ten per centum, as the common council shall direct, 
and shall be signed by the mayor and countersigned by 
the recorder, and sealed with the seal of said city, and 
negotiated under the direction of the common council; 
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and the money arising therefrom shall be appropriated 
in such manner as said council shall determine for the 
purpose hereinbefore mentioned ; and the said common 
council shall have power, and it shall be the duty, to 
raise by tax upon the taxable property of said city, such 
sum or sums as shall be sufficient to pay the amount of 
said bonds and the interest thereon, as fast as the same 
shall become due. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take immediate effect. 

* Approved March 7, 1863. 



AN ACT to amend an Act entitled, " An Act to authorize the City of Saginaw 
to raise money to aid in the construction of the Amboy, Lansing & Tra- 
verse Bay Railroad." 

Section .1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That section one of an act entitled "An act to 
authorize the City of Saginaw to raise money to aid in 
the construction of the Amboy, Lansing & Traverse Bay 
Railroad," approved March seventh, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-three, be and the same is hereby amended so 
as to read as follows : 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That the mayor, recorder, and alderman of the 
City of Saginaw shall be, and they are hereby author- 
ized and empowered to borrow money on the faith and 
credit of said city, and to issue bonds therefor to the 
amount not exceeding fifty thousand dollars, which shall 
be expended in aiding in the construction of the Amboy, 
Lansing & Traverse Bay Railroad, or the Jackson, Lan- 
sing & Saginaw Railroad : Provided, That a majority of 
the property-holding tax -payers of said city, being elect- 
ors therein, shall vote for such loan in the manner herein- 
after specified, and not otherwise. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 14, 1865. 
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AN ACT to authorize the several townships, cities, and incorf orated villaseft 
in any of the counties on the line of the Amboy, Lansing & Traverse Bay 
Railroad, to aid In the construction of said Railroad. 

Section 1, The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That it shall be lawful for any of the several 
townships, cities and incorporated villages, of the coun- 
ties on the line of the Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay 
- Railroad, to pledge the credit of any sach township, city 
or village, to issue bonds or other (securities, to levy taxes 
and to borrow money, to aid in the construction of said 
railroad, for any sum not exceeding five per centum of 
the assessed valuation of the property of any such town- 
ship, city or village, at any special township, city or 
village meeting called for that purpose, as hereinafter 
directed. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the clerk of any of 
said townships, the recorder or clerk of any of said cities 
or villages, to call a meeting of the electors thereof, on 
the written or printed request of thirty freeholders of his 
township, city or village, which request shall specify the 
amount to be raised, the mode of raising it, the time of 
payment, and such other matters as may be deemed for 
the interest and security of the township, city or village, 
by giving at least ten days notice of the time and place 
of each meeting, by posting written or printed notices in 
five or more of the most public places in such township, 
city, or incorporated village ; he shall also, with each 
notice, post the request upon which the meeting is called. 
The questions submitted to the electors shall be those 
contained in the call for the meeting, and those who vote 
in the affirmative, shall vote a ballot on which is written 
or printed, ' ; aid for railroad — yes," and those who vote 
in the negative shall vote a ballot on which is written or 
printed, "aid for railroad— no." The meeting shall be 
conducted in the same manner as annual township, city 
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or village meetings are conducted, and the result shall be 
certified by the board of inspectors, and filed in the office 
of the township clerk, or city or village recorder, or other 
officer having the custody of Ihe records of such village 
or city. 

Sec. 3. If it shall be determined at such meeting to 
aid in the construction of said railroad, it shall be the 
duty of the supervisor and clerk of townships, and the 
mayor and recorder of cities, and the president and 
recorder of villages, by direction of the township board 
of townships, or common council of cities, and president 
and trustees of villages, to loan money, to execute bonds 
or other securities, to require securities from the railroad 
company, and to do all other acts necessary to comply 
with such determination, according to the provisions of 
this act, and all moneys or securities accruing to said 
township, city, or village, under this act, shall be depos- 
ited with the treasurer thereof, and held by him until 
delivered up upon proper authority, or to his successor 
in office. 

Sec. 4. The township board of any township, or the 
common council of any city, or the president and trustees 
of any village, authorized by this act, shall have power, 
and it shall be their duty, to raise, by tax or otherwise, 
such sum or sums as shall be sufficient, from time to 
time, to pay the principal and interest of said bonds or 
other obligations, as they shall become due : Prodded, 
That not more than twenty-five per cent of the principal 
shall become due in any one year. 

Sec. 6. fio bonds, or other evidences of debt, shall 
be delivered to the treasurer of any township, city or 
village, for any railroad company, until all the terms and 
conditions required by the vote of such township, city or 
village, or the proper authorities thereof, shall have been 
fully complied with : Provided, That no bonds, or other 
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evidences of debt, issued under the provisions of this act, 
shall be sold for less than their par value, or bear a rate 
of interest greater than seven per centum per annum, 
nor such bondB, or other evidences of debt, or the moneys 
arising from the sale of the same, be delivered or paid 
over to said railroad company until the ties shall be fur- 
nished and delivered on the line of the road, and the 
road-bed thereof, including all bridges, culverts, cattle- 
guards and road-crossings, shall be fully completed and 
ready for the iron, within the limits of the townships, 
cities and villages rendering such aid. 
Approved February 5, 1864. 



Jackson and Lansing and Saginaw Enabling Acts and Amendments. 

AN ACT to authorize the City of Jackson, and several townships of Jackson 
county, to pledge their credit ; and the County of Ingham to raise by tax 
or borrow money, to aid in the construction of a railroad from Jackson to 
Lansing. . 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That it shall and may be lawful for the City of 
Jackson, and for the several townships of Jackson 
county, to pledge the credit of such city or townships to 
aid in the construction of a railroad from Jackson to 
Lansing, for such sum or sums, not exceeding five per 
centum of the assessed valuation, for the time being, of 
the real and personal property in such city or township, 
as the electors of such city or township shall, at a meet- 
ing or meetings called for that purpose, determine. The 
electors of such city or township may also, at such meet- 
ing or meetings, determine the terms, conditions, manner 
of executing securities, and other particulars in regard 
to such pledge of credit, or may empower some city or 
township officer, or committee of the electors, to deter- 
mine the same, and in case of no such determination or 
delegation of power to an officer or committee, then the 
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common council of such city, and the township "boards 
of suck townships, shall severally have power to deter- 
mine all snch particulars. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the mayor of said city, 
and of the supervisors of each of said townships, to call 
such meetings of the electors as are hereby authorized, 
whenever requested in writing by thirty of the electors 
thereof, and to give public notice thereof, by the posting 
of handbills and the advertisement of the same in at 
least two of the newspapers published in the city of 
Jackson. 

Sec. 3. The board of the supervisors of the county of 
Ingham shall be and hereby are authorized and empow- 
ered to borrow, or raise by tax upon such county, or in 
part by loan and part by tax, as they shall see fit, any 
sum of money not exceeding in amount forty thousand 
dollars, for the purpose of aiding in the construction of 
a railroad, or^tram railway, as they shall see fit, from the 
city of Lansing to the city of Jackson, in said State : 
Provided, The electors of said county shall determine, in 
the manner specified in section twenty, of chapter ten, 
of the compiled laws, in favor of such tax or loan. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 20th, 1863. 

This amended February 3d, 1864, as follows : 



AN ACT to amend an act entitled " on act to authorise the cily of 
Jackson, and the several townships of Jackson county, to pledge 
their credit, and the county of Ingham to raise by tax. or borrow 
money, to aid in the construction of a railroad from Jackson to 
Lansing," approved March twentieth, eighteen hundred and 
sixty- three. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 

enact, That an act entitled "an act to authorize the city 

of Jackson, and the several townships of Jackson county, 

to pledge their credit, and the county of Ingham to raise 

by tax, or borrow money, to aid in the construction of a 
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railroad from Jackson to Lansing," approved March 
twentieth, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, be amended 
by the addition of the following sections, to stand as sec- 
tions four, five, six and seven of said act : 

Sec. 4. It may and shall be lawful for the city of 
Lansing, and each of the townships of Ingham county, 
to pledge the credit of said city, or township, to aid in 
the construction of a railroad from the city of Lansing, 
by way of the village of Mason, to the city of Jackson, 
for such sum or sums, not exceeding six per cent, of 
the assessed valuation of snch city or township, as the 
electors of such city or township shall, at the annual 
meeting, or at any meeting called for that purpose, de- 
termine, and may issue bonds for such sum or sums. 
The electors of such city or- township may also deter- 
mine, at such meeting or meetings, the terms, conditions, 
and other particulars, in regard to said loan or pledge of 
credit ; otherwise the same shall be determined by the 
common council of said city, and the township boards of 
said townships, respectively, and such bonds as are 
issued by the city of Lansing shall be signed by the 
mayor and clerk of said city, and be negotiated by and 
under the direction of the common council aforesaid, or 
such committee as the electors may appoint, and such 
bonds as are issued by any of such townships shall be 
' signed and executed by the supervisor and township 
clerk, and be negotiated by and under the direction of 
the township board of the townships issuing the same. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the mayor of the said 
city of Lansing, and the supervisor of each of said 
townships of the county of Ingham, to call such meet- 
ing or meetings of the electors as are hereby authorized, 
whenever requested in writing by fifteen of the electors 
thereof, and to give at least five days public notice 
thereof, by the posting of handbills in at least five of the 
most public places in said city or township, and adver- 
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tiseraent of the same in at least two of the newspapers 
published in the county of Ingham. 

Sec. 6. The seTeral municipal corporations herein 
named are respectively authorized to subscribe to the 
capital stock of such railroad, and to issue bonds, in 
amount not exceeding the sum or sums limited, for the 
payment of such subscriptions, and on becoming sub- 
scribers to the capital stock aforesaid, shall possess all 
the rights pertaining thereto, the same as other stock- 
holders, including the right to sell and dispose of the 
. said stock, and such bonds shall be a legal obligation 
against the city or townships issuing the same ; and the 
common council of each of said cities, and the township 
board of each of said townships, shall have power, and 
it shall be their duty, f^pm time to time, to raise by tax 
or otherwise, such sum or sums as shall be sufficient to 
pay the principal and interests of said bonds as fast as 
the same shall become due : Provided, Said bonds shall 
bear interest of not more than seven per cent., but the 
amount of said bonds falling due in any one year shall 
not exceed the sum of two per cent, of the assessed val- 
uation of the city or township issuing the same. 

Sec. 7. In case any of the municipal corporations 
herein named shall determine to take any stock in such 
railroad, as herein provided, then the chairman of the 
board of supervisors of the county, the mayor of any 
city, and the supervisor of any township, so taking such 
stock, shall, respectively, be authorized and required to 
subscribe such stock for their respective municipalities, 
and to represent them in any meeting of stockholders ; 
but the board of supervisors, the common council of 
such city, and township board of any township, may 
provide for a subscription or representation by any other 
person or committee. 

Sec. 8. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved February 3, 1864. 
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AN ACT to enable the several townships, cities and villages of the counties 
of Clinton, Shiawassee, Saginaw and Bay, to aid in the construction of 
the Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw railroad. 



Section 1. The People of the State of J 
enact, That it shall and may be lawful for the several 
townships, cities and incorporated villages within the 
counties of Clinton, Shiawassee, Saginaw and Bay, to 
pledge the credit of any Buch township or municipality, 
to issue bonds or other securities, to levy taxes and to 
borrow money to aid in the construction of the Jackson, 
Lansing and Saginaw railroad, for any sum not exceed- 
ing eight per centum of the assessed valuation of the 
property of such township or municipality, at any 
special meeting called for that purpose, as herein pro- 
vided. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the clerk of any of 
said townships or municipalities, to call a meeting of the 
taxable property-holding electors thereof, on the request 
of fifteen freeholders of his township or municipality, 
which request shall be in writing, and shall specify the 
time and object of the meeting, and such meeting shall 
be notified and conducted in the same manner as special 
meetings called for other purposes, and the proceedings 
shall be recorded as required by law. 

Sec. 3. If it shall be determined by a majority of the 
electors, voting by ballot at such meeting, to aid in the 
construction of said railroad, it shall be the duty of the 
supervisor and clerk of the township, under the direction 
of the township board, the president and clerk of the 
village, under the direction of the trustees, and the 
mayor and clerk of the city, under the direction of the 
common council, to loan money, execute bonds or other 
securities, take securities, from said railroad company, 
and to do all other acts necessary to comply with the 
determination of said meeting ; and all moneys or suri- 
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ties accruing to said township, city or village, under this 
act, shall be deposited with the treasurer thereof, and be 
held by him until delivered up upon proper authority or 
to his successor in office. Provided, That the amount of 
bonds which shall fall due in any one year, shall not 
exceed two per centum of the assessed valuation of such 
township or municipality, at the time of issuing the 
same. 

Sec. 4. The township board of any Buch township, 
and the proper officers of any such city or incorporated 
village, shall have power, and it shall be their duty to 
raise, by tax or otherwise, such sum or sums of money, 
as shall be sufficient from time to time to pay the princi- 
pal and interest of said bonds, or other obligations 
issued by such townships or municipalities, as often as 
they become due. Provided, That no bonds or other 
evidences of debt issued under this act shall bear a higher 
rate of interest than seven per cent, per annum, or be 
sold for lees than their par value, nor shall any such 
bonds, or the money arising from the sale of the same, be 
delivered or paid over by any such township or munici- 
pality to said railroad company, until the ties shall be 
delivered on the line of said road, and the road bed of 
said road, including bridges, culverts, cattle guards and 
road crossings, shall be completed and ready ffir the 
iron, within the bounds of the township or municipality 
rendering such aid, or the townships or municipalities 
opposite thereto, or coterminous therewith* 

Sec. 5. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 20, 1865. 
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B»t City and East Saginaw Act. 



Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That the' board of supervisors of the county of 
Bay shall submit to the voters of said county, being 
property-holding tax-payers therein, at the nest township 
elections, to be held on the first Monday of April next 
ensuing, the question whether said county shall issue 
and loan its bonds, under the provisions of this act ; and 
said board shall prescribe the mode of making such sub- 
mission, and also the manner of ascertaining the result 
of such vote ; and if a majority of the voters of said 
county, being property-holding tax-payers therein, vot- 
ing on such question, shall vote in favor of such loan, 
said board shall, at a subsequent meeting or meetings 
thereof, issue bonds, under the regulations contained in 
this act, to aid in the construction of a railroad on the 
east side of Saginaw river, from Bay City, in Bay county, 
to East Saginaw, in Saginaw county, State of Michigan. 

Sec. 2. Such bonds shall be signed by the chairman 
and clerk of said board, and may be issued to an amount 
not exceeding seventy -five thousand dollars, in sums not 
less than five hundred dollars each, bearing interest, 
payable semi-annually, at a rate not exceeding ten per 
centum per annum, represented by coupons in the usual 
form, the bonds drawn to the order of the company to 
which they are loaned, and payable not more than 
twenty years after the date of the issue thereof. 

Sec. 3. The board of supervisors of said Bay county 
may loan said bonds to such company, whose organiza- 
tion shall be first completed during the next ensuing 
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year, under the name of the Bay City and East Saginaw 
railroad company, the object of said company being the 
construction of a railroad on the east Bide of Saginaw 
river, between Bay City and EaBt Saginaw ; and said 
board shall provide, by taxation upon the real and per- 
sonal property within said county of Bay, for the pay- 
ment of interest and principal, when the same shall 
become due, said board being hereby authorized to levy, 
and collect whatever may be necessarily assessed for said 
purpose, in the same manner provided for the levying 
and collecting of other taxes. 

Sec. 4. When said board shall have issued said 
bonds, before the delivery thereof, it shall receive such 
security for their payment at maturity by said company, 
as shall be deemed satisfactory to said board ; and after 
said road shall have been operated for the term of three 
years, the said company shall pay all the interest, as it 
shall accrue upon said bonds, out of the net proceeds of 
said road. 

Sec. 5. When said company shall have ditched and 
graded, or have made the bed thereof ready for the ties 
of $he track of said road, for the distance of seven miles 
commencing at Bay City, then, and not before, shall 
said board of supervisors issue half of the total amount 
of the bonds so voted, and the balance of said bonds not 
before the remainder of the entire length of said road, 
between said points, shall have been ditched and graded, 
or the bed of said track made ready for the ties. 

Sec. 6. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved February 3, 1864. 
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ConitJwtine and Three Hirers Act. 

AN ACT to authorize certain townships in St. Joseph County to aid any cor- 
poration now in existence, or to be hereafter organized, to reconstruct the 
railroad from Constantine to Three Riven, hy loans or donations. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact, 
That it shall and may be lawful for the townships of Con- 
stantine, Florence, Lockport and Fabius, in the.county 
of St. Soseph, or any of them, to aid, by loans or dona- 
tions, any corporation now in existence, or hereafter to 
be organized, to reconstruct the railroad from Constan- 
tine to Three Rivers, in said county, to an amount not 
exceeding five per centum of the assessed valuation, for 
the time being, of the real and personal property in such 
townships respectively : Provided, The electors in any 
such townships, at a meeting called for that purpose,, 
shall so determine. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the supervisors of each 
or any of said townships, npon the request of thirty of 
the electors of such township, to call a meeting of the 
electors thereof, for the purpose of submitting the ques- 
tion of making such loan or donation, notice thereof to- 
be given by posting of handbills in any such township- 
ten days prior to such meeting in at least six public 
places, and the advertisement of the same in a newspa- 
per published in said county of St. Joseph for three 
weeks next prior to such meeiting. 

Sec. 3. If the electors of any such township shall, at 
such meeting, determine to make loans or donations, 
and the amount thereof, it shall be the duty of the town- 
ship board of said townships voting to make said loans 
or donations, and they shall have power, to pledge the 
credit of the township to raise money to make such loans 
or donations, at an interest not exceeding seven per 
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centum per annum, and for a period not exceeding 
twenty years, and may issue the bonds of the township 
therfor : Provided, That the amount of bonds which 
shall fall due in any one year shall not exceed two per 
centum of the assessed valuation of such township at 
the time of issuing the same. 

Sec. 4. In case any such township shall so decide to 
aid in the reconstruction of said railroad, either by loaa 
or donation, it shall be the duty of the supervisor thereof 
to assess all necessary taxes that may be required to 
meet the interest and the principal of any indebtedness 
thereby incurred : Provided, No bonds, or other evi- 
dences of debls, issued under the provisions of this act, 
or the moneys arising from the sale of the same, or 
money raised by loan or tax, shall be paid over to or for' 
any railroad company until the ties are delivered on the 
line of said road, and the road-bed thereof, including all 
bridges, culverts, cattle guards and road crossings, is 
fully completed, ready for the iron. Provided, further, 
That no such bonds, or other evidences of debt, shall be 
sold for less than then par value by the represenatives 
of the municipality issuing the same. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved February 5th, 1864. 



Urand Haven to New Buffalo Enabling Act. 

AN ACT to authorize tbe several townships of the counties of Ottawa, Allegan. 
Van Buren and Berrien, to pledge their credit in aid of the construction 
of a railroad from Grand Haven to New Buflalo. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That it shall and may be lawful for the several 
townships of the counties of Ottawa, Allegan, Van 
Buren and Berrien, or for any township within said 
counties, to loan money to any railroad company organ- 
ized, or to be organized, for the construction of a railroad 
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from Grand Haven, in the county of Ottawa, to New 
Buffalo, in the county of Berrien ; but the outstanding ' 
indebtedness and liability to be incurred for such pur- 
pose shall not, at any time, exceed five per cent, of the 
assessed valuation, for the time being, of any township. 

Seo. 2. The taxable inhabitants of any of the said 
townships may, at any annual or special meeting 
called for that purpose, determine the terms, conditions 
and particulars in regard to said loan, and may issue 
bonds, or other securities, in such sums and upon such 
terms as a majority of the said taxable inhabitants, 
voting at the time, by ballot, shall direct ; and Buch 
bonds as shall be issued by any such township shall be 
signed and executed by the supervisor and clerk thereof. 

Sec. 3. Whenever the township board of any town- 
ship shall deem it advisable to do so, it may call a 
meeting of the taxable inhabitants of such township to 
consider the propriety of pledging the credit of the town- 
ship to aid in the construction of any such railroad, and 
shall give public notice thereof by posting handbills in 
at least five public places in said township, and by the 
publication of the same not less than two weeks, ia some 
newspaper (if any shall be published) in the county in 
which such township lies, stating the time, place and 
object of holding the meeting ; and such meeting shall 
determine the amounts, terms and conditions of any 
loan of moneys which it may authorize, and may de- 
termine any and all other particulars in relation thereto, 
not determined by this act or inconsistent therewith. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the supervisor of «very 
township which shall avail itself of the provisions of this 
act to procure affidavits of the publishing and posting of 
notices, and snch affidavits shall be preserved in the 
office of the township clerk of said township. 

Sbc. 5. The supervisor of any township which shall 
have decided to accept the provisions of this act shall 
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Lave the power, and it shall be their several and respec- 
tive duties, from time to time, to raise by tax, or other- 
wise, such sum or sums as shall be sufficient to pay the 
interest and principal of said bonds or loan, bo faBt as 
they shall become due ; but in no case shall there be 
assessed in any one year more than ten per cent, of the 
amount so loaned, or of bonds issued, or of credits 
pledged : Provided, In no township shall it be lawful to 
pay interest at a rate exceeding seven per cent., nor shall 
any such bonds, or evidences of debt, be sold at less 
than their par value. 

Sec. 6. Any townships which shall accept the pro- 
visions of this act shall have the power, and they are 
hereby authorized, to issue bonds, or other evidences of 
indebtedness, as provided in this act; and if bonds are. 
issued, coupons may be attached thereto, payable at 
such time or times as the taxable inhabitants, or the 
constituted authorities thereof, shall direct : Provided, 
That no loan, or evidence of debt, be issued by any such 
township for a longer period than twenty years. 

Sec. 7. No bond, or other evidences of debt, issued 
under the provisions of this act, shall be sold or nego- 
tiated, or said bonds, or other evidences of debt, or the 
moneys arising from the sale of the same, be delivered 
to any railroad company until the ties shall be delivered 
on the line of said road, and the road bed thereof, in- 
cluding all the bridges, culverts, cattle-guards and road 
crossings, shall be fully completed within the limits of 
the townships rendering such aid. 

Approved February 5, 1S64. 
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Pair 'Paw to Lawton Enabling Act . 

AN ACT to authorize the township of Lafayette in the county of Van Buren 
to raise, by tax or loan, money to aid in the construction of a railroad 
from the village of Paw Paw, in said county, to the village of Lawton, or 
to some other point on the Michigon Central railroad. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
■enact, That the township of Lafayette, in the county of 
Van Buren, is hereby authorized and empowered, to 
borrow money on the faith and credit of said township, 
and issue bonds therefor, from time to time, as hereafter 
directed, not exceeding in all the amount of eight per 
centum on the amount of the taxable property of such 
township, as the same Bhall be assessed in the year 
-eighteen hundred and sixty -four ; or, instead thereof, to 
levy taxes to an amount not exceeding two per centum 
per annum upon the taxable property of said township, 
in any one year, and to loan Or donate the same to any 
railroad company now organized, or hereafter to be 
-organized, for the construction of a railroad from the 
village of Paw Paw, in said county, to the village of 
Lawton, or to some other point on the Michigan Central 
railroad , in the manner hereinafter directed: Provided, 
That a majority of the . property-holding, tax-paying 
■electors of said township, voting ■ at any annual or 
special meeting duly called therefor, shall vote, by ballot, 
for such loan or tax, and not otherwise. 

Sec. 2. Such electors of such township may also, at 
such meeting or meetings, determine the terms, condi- 
tions, or manner of executing securities, and other 
particulars in regard to such loan, or may empower 
some township officer or officers, or committee of such 
electors, to determine the same, and in case of no such 
-determination or delegation of power to an officer or 
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committee, then the township hoard of such township 
shall have power to determine all such particulars. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the supervisor of such 
township, to call such meetings of the electors as are 
hereby authorized, whenever requested, in writing, hy 
thirty of such electors thereof, and to give public notice 
thereof by posting three notices of such meeting in three 
public places in such township, for at least two weeks 
immediately preceding any such meeting, and by pub- 
lishing the same for three successive weeks in some 
newspaper published in said county : Provided, That 
not more than one such special meeting shall be called 
in said township in any one year, and such notice shall 
specify the amount or per centage proposed to be voted 
for and loaned or raised at such meeting : And provided 
further, That if 'such vote shall be taken at an annual 
meeting, the like notice shall be given thereof. To per- 
petuate the evidence of publishing and posting of such 
notices, the person or persons posting or publishing the 
same, or having knowledge thereof, may make an affida- 
vit or affidavits of such posting or publishing, with a 
copy of the notice attached thereto ; and such affidavits 
and copy of notice shall be filed and recorded in the 
office of the township clerk, and when so filed and re- 
corded, the said affidavit and copy, or the record thereof, ■ 
shall be prima facia evidence of such posting or pub- 
lishing, as the case may be. 

Sec. 4. Said township bonds may be issued for sums 
not less than one hundred dollars each, and made paya- 
ble at a time not exceeding ten years from the issuing 
thereof, and in such manner that not more than one- 
fourth of the whole amount thereby authorized to be 
issued shall become due in any one year, bearing inter- 
est not exceeding seven per centum per annum, payable 
annually, and represesented by coupons in the usual 
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form, and shall be signed by the supervisor and counter- 
signed by the clerk of Buch township. 

Sec. 5. No bonds, or other evidences of debt, shall 
be delivered to the treasurer of any township, for any 
railroKd company, until all the terms and conditions re- 
quired by the vote of said township, or 'the proper 
authorities thereof, shall have been fully complied with : 
Provided, That no bonds, or other evidences of debt, 
issued under the provisions of this act, shall be, sold for 
less than their par value, nor such bonds, or other evi- 
dences of debt, or the moneys arising from the sale of the 
same, be delivered or paid over to said railroad company 
until the ties shall be furnished and delivered on the line 
of said road, and the road bed thereof, including all 
bridges, cattle-guards and road crossings, shall be fully 
complete and ready for the iron. 

Sec. 6. Whenever said township shall, in accordance 
with the provisions of this act, authorize any loans or 
taxes, and when the conditions of the preceding sections 
shall have been complied with, it shall be the duty of 
the township board of such township to issue and deliver 
to the treasurer of the township, for the use of such rail- 
road company, the bonds of such township, for the 
'amount so authorized to be borrowed, or to give orders 
on the township treasurer of such township, in favor of 
the treasurer of such railroad, for the amount of taxes 
so raised, when collected ; and the supervisor of such 
township shall levy and assess the tax so authorized on 
the taxable property of the township, or shall, as the 
case may be, from time to time, levy and assess a tax 
sufficient to meet the bonds issued by the township, as 
aforesaid, and interest thereof as the same shall, from 
time to time, become due; and such taxes shall be 
assessed and collected in the same manner as other taxes 
are, by the provisions of law, assessed and collected ; 
and the taxes thus collected to meet said loans shall be 
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exclusively applied and appropriated to the payment of 
the bonds and interest aforesaid. 

Sec. 7. No part of the moneys raised, loaned or do- 
nated under the provisions of this act shall be applied 
o the purchase of any stock, or to the payment of any 
of the debts or liabilities of any company heretofore con- 
tracted or incurred, but the same shall be applied faith- 
fully and wholly to aid in the future construction of sacli 
railroad. 

Sec. 8. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved February 5, 1864. 



Battle Creek to Hastings Enabling Act. 

AN ACT to authorize the city of Battle Creek, and the several townships of 
Calhoun and Barry counties, to pledge their credit to aid in the construc- 
tion of a railroad from the city of Battle Creek, in the county of Calhoun, 
to the village of Hastings, in the county of Barry. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That it shall and may be lawful for the city of 
Battle Creek, and for the several townships in the coun- 
ties of Calhoun and Barry, or any or either of said 
townships, to loan money to any railroad company now 
or hereafter to be organized, for the construction of a* 
railroad from the city of Battle Creek, in the county of 
Calhoun, to the village of Hastings, in the county of 
Barry, but the outstanding indebtedness and liability to 
be incurred for such purpose shall not at any time 
exceed five per centum of the assessed valuation, for the 
time being, of the city of Battle Creek, or ten per centum 
of the assessed valuation, for the time being, of the sev- 
eral townships of the said counties of Calhoun and Barry, 
or any or either of them. 

Sec. 2. For the several purposes mentioned in this 
act, the said city and townships are severally authorized 
to borrow money, and on their credit to issue bonds, at 
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a rate not exceeding ten per centum per annum, and for 
the final payment of the principal Bums, and for the 
interest thereon, to pledge the faith of such city and 
townships. They may also hypothecate the bonds, 
coupons and other evidences of indebtedness which they 
may receive from such railroad company, or any part 
thereof, as security for any loans they may make for the 
purposes aforesaid, or may sell the same, or any part 
thereof, and apply the proceeds to the, payment or pur- 
chase of the outstanding indebtedness and liabilities 
contracted or incurred under this act, or may exchange 
the same on such terms as shall be deemed advisable for 
the outstanding bonds issued under the provisions of this- 
act, bnt no such evidence of indebtedness shall be sold 
at less than its par value until public notice of the inten- 
tion to sell the same shall have been given for at least 
thirty days, and the common council, town board, or 
committee of electors having charge of the same, shall' 
have fixed a minimum price below which the same shall 
not be sold, and no trustees in whose hands Buch securi- 
ties may be hypothecated shall sell the same except upon 
the like notice given in a public newspaper of the same 
or some adjoining county. The bonds so to be issued by 
said city or townships shall be payable at a time or times 
which shall not exceed twenty years from the date there- 
of, and may be made payable at the option of the 
obligor at any time after the expiration of a less number 
of years : Provided, That the amount of bonds which 
shall fall due in any one year shall not exceed two per 
centum of the assessed valuation of such city or town- 
ships at the time of issuing the same. 

Sec. 3. No such sale or loan shall be made without 
the assent of the people of the said city or township 
making the same, which assent shall be obtained in the 
manner hereinafter provided. The common council of 
Buch city, and the township board of any township, 
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shall carry into effect the determination of the electors, 
and shall have power to provide for and do all incidental 
things in reference to loans of money or bonds, author- 
ized by electors, and the taking and giving of securities, 
as have been by them left undetermined. 

Sec. 4. Whenever the common council of said, city, or 
the township board of any township, shall deem it ad vis- 
ahle so to do, it may call a meeting of the electors of 
said city or township to aid in the construction of any 
Buch railroad, and shall give ten days public notice by 
the posting of handbills in at least five public places in 
each township and ward, and a publication in one or 
more newspapers, of the time, place and object of such 
meeting. At the time and place so appointed, the elect- 
ors of the city or township sna^l have power to consider 
and determine any propositions which may be made to 
aid in the construction of such railroad in any of the 
ways enumerated in this act, to adjourn from time to 
time to the same or any other place in such city or town- 
ship ; such meeting may also determine the amount, 
terms and conditions of any loan of moneys or bonds 
which it may authorize, and any and all other particulars 
in relation thereto not determined by this act, nor incon- 
sistent herewith. The question of raising money, as 
aforesaid, to aid in the construction of said railroad, 
shall be determined by ballot, but other questions coming 
before said meeting may be determined by viva voce vote. 
The qualifications of electors at such meeting shall be 
those prescribed by the constitution, and if a person not 
having the qualifications of an elector, shall willfully, 
and with intent to influence the action there taken, vote 
in said meeting, he shall, on conviction, be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the mayor of said city, 
or the supervisor of any township, to call such meeting 
as is in the last section provided for, by giving the like 
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notice, whenever requested in writing bo to do by thirty 
of the electors of said city or township ; and the meeting 
assembled upon such call shall possess the same power 
as when called by a city council or township board. It 
shall be the duty of the mayor of said city, and of the 
supervisor of every township which shall have availed 
itself of the provisions of this act, to procure affidavits 
of the publishing and posting of notices, and such affi- 
davits, together with the written request, if any, of thirty 
or more electors, shall be preserved and recorded in the 
office of the proper city or township clerk. 

Sec. 6. Whenever the electors of said city, or either 
of said townships, shall have voted to aid in the con- 
struction of said railroad, in accordance with the provi- 
sions of this act, and shall have provided for the issue of 
any bonds, Buch bonds, with the coupons which may be 
annexed, shall be executed as follows : if by said city, 
they shall be signed by the mayor and the officer who 
shall act as clerk of the common council, and such bonds 
impressed with the seal of the city, and if by a township, 
they shall be subscribed by the supervisor and township 
clerk. The treasurers of the said city and the townships 
which shall avail themselves of the provisions of this 
act, shall have the custody of such bonds and other 
securities or evidences of debt, as may belong to said 
city or township for which they act, and shall hold and 
deliver the same in accordance with the orders of the 
common council or town board having it in charge to 
carry into effect the determination of the electors. Such 
treasurer shall give such additional securities as may be 
required of him by such board or council, and receive 
such compensation for his services as the proper board 
or council shall consider just and reasonable. 

Sec. 7. Every such loan shall be made upon the con- 
dition that the bonds, bearing interest, of said city or 
township making the same, shall, at the option of such 
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city or township, be received by the railroad company 
at the par valne there. Every such bond shall be drawn 
payable to the order of the treasurer of said city or 
township, and when endorsed by him shall be negotiable 
in the hands of any bona tide holder thereof. The said 
treasurer shall so endorse the same, and append to his 
endorsement the actual date of the delivery of the same 
by him, and su.eh bond shall only bear interest from that 
date. If such bonds shall be negotiated by or under the 
direction of the proper board or council, any premium 
which shall be received on the sale of bonds shall be 
paid into the treasury of said city or township, and be 
used so as to diminish, as far as may be, the amount of 
bonds to be issued. 

Sec. 8. rhe interest on any bonds so issued may be 
made payable either annually or semi-annually, and on 
such days as the proper board or council may determine, 
and both principal and interest may be made payable at 
such point within this State as the said board or council 
may determine. All moneys received by any treasurer, 
on account of the transaction hereby authorized, shall 
be kept a separate fund from all others, and such ac- 
counts shall be so kept as to show upon the books of the 
treasurer the business transacted with such railroad com- 
pany. The proper local board may, from time to time, 
give directions as to the manner of keeping such ac- 
counts. 

Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of the proper authorities 
of said city, and each of said townships which shall have 
availed itself of the provisions of this act, by loaning its 
bonds or credit to snch railroad company, to levy and 
collect, annually, such taxes as will pay the interest on 
the outstanding bonds issued to meet such loan or pledge 
of credit, and other incidental charges and liabilities con- 
nected therewith. In the eaBe of a loan to such railroad 
company, sufficient taxes shall be annually collected to 
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pay the interest which shall not be promptly paid by the 
railroad company. Provision shall be made for the pay- 
ment of the principal sums which may grow due on such 
bonds, and for that purpose the proper authorities of 
said city, and each of said townships availing itself of 
the provisions of this act, shall also have power to levy 
and collect, in advance of such bonds becoming due, by 
an annual 'tax, a sum not exceeding ten -per centum per 
annum of the principal sums unpaid on such outstand- 
ing bonds, to be paid into a sinking fund, and invested 
in the purchase of such outstanding bonds, or otherwise, 
in such manner, and under such rules and regulations as 
may be adopted by the proper authorities. The said 
city of Battle Creek, and the said townships are hereby 
severally authorized to levy and collect the said taxes, 
in addition to those now authorized by law. 

Sec. 10. No bonds, money, or other evidences of debt, 
shall be delivered to the treasurer of any township, city 
or vilage, for any railroad company, until all the terms 
and conditions required by the vote of the townships, 
cities or villages, or the proper authorities thereof, shall 
have been fully complied with : Provided, That no 
bonds or other evidences of debt, issued under the pro- 
visions of this act, shall be sold for less than their par 
value, nor such bonds, or other evidences of debt, or the 
moneys arising from the sale of the same, be delivered or 
paid over to said company, until the ties shall be fur- 
nished and delivered on the line of the road, and the 
road-bed thereof, including all bridges, culverts, cattle 
guards, and road crossings, shall be fully completed and 
ready for the iron, within the limits of the municipalities 
rendering such aid. 

Sec. 11. This act shall take immediate effect, 

Approved February 5, 1864. 
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Schoolcraft and Three BiTcrs Enabling Act. 

AN ACT to authorize the townships of Kalamazoo and St. Joseph counties, 
on the line of the Schoolcraft and Three Rivera railroad, to aid in the 
. construction of said road. 

Section 1 . The People of the State of Michigan enact, 
That it shall be lawful for any of the several townships 
' of the county of Kalamazoo and St. Joseph to pledge the 
credit of any such township, to issue bonds or other 
securities, to levy taxes and to borrow money to aid in 
the construction of the Schoolcraft and Three Rivers 
railroad, for any sum not exceeding five per centum of 
the assessed valuation of the property of any such town- 
ship, at any special township meeting called for that 
purpose, as hereinafter directed. 

Sec. 2. It shall he the duty of the clerk of any of 
said townships to call a meeting of the electors thereof, 
on the written or printed request of fifteen freeholders of 
his township, which request shall specify the amount to 
be raised, the mode of raising it, the rate of interest, the 
time of payment, and such other matters as may be 
deemed for the interest and security of the township ; 
and in posting notices according to law, he shall also, 
with each notice, post the request upon which the meet- 
ing is called. The questions submitted to the electors 
shall be those contained in the call for the meeting, and 
those who vote in the affirmative, shall vote a ballot on 
which is written or printed, " aid for railroad — yes ;" 
and those who vote in the negative, shall vote a ballot on 
which is written or printed, "aid for railroad — no." 
The meeting shall be conducted in the same manner as 
annual township meetings are conducted, and the result 
shall be certified by the board of inspectors and filed in 
the office. of the township clerk. 
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Sec. 3. If it shall be determined at such meeting to 
aid in the construction of said railroad, it shall be the 
duty of the supervisor and clerk of the townships, by 
direction of the township board, to loan money, to exe- 
cute bonds or other securities, to require securities from 
the railroad company, and to do all other acts necessary 
to comply with such determination ; and all moneys or 
securities accruing to said township, city or village, 
under this act, shall be deposited with the treasurer 
thereof, and held by him until delivered up upon proper 
authority, or to his successor in office : Provided, That 
the amount of bonds which shall fall due in any one 
year shall not exceed two per centum of the assessed 
valuation of such township, city or village, at the time of 
issuing the same. 

Sec. 4. The township board of any township author- 
ized by this act shall have power, and it shall be their 
duty, to raise by tax, or otherwise, such sum or Bums as 
shall be sufficient, from time to time, to pay the prin- 
cipal and interest of said bonds, or other obligations, as 
they shall become due : Protide<}, That not more than 
twenty-five per centum of the principal shall become due 
in any one year. 

Sec. 5. No bonds, or other evidences of debt, shall 
be delivered to the treasurer of any township, for any 
railroad company, until all the terms and conditions re- 
quired by the vote of said townships, or the proper 
authorities thereof, shall have been fully complied with : 
Provided, That no bonds, or other evidences of debt, 
issued under the provisions of this act, shall be sold for 
less than their par value, nor such bonds, or other 
evidences of debt, or the moneys arising from the sale 
of the same, be delivered or paid over to said railroad 
company until the ties shall be delivered on the line of 
said railroad, and the road bed thereof, including all 
the bridges, culverts, cattle guards and road crossings, 
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shall be fully completed and ready for the iron within 
the limits of the townships rendering such aid. 

[Sec. 6. This act shall take immediate effect.] 

Approved February 5, 1864. 



AX ACT to authorize the townships in the counties of Kalamazoo, Van Buren, 
Allegan, Kent and Ottawa, to aid in extending the Schoolcraft and Three 
Rivers railroad, from Schoolcraft to Allegan and to Grand River. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That it shall be lawful for the townships in the 
counties of Kalamazoo, Van Buren, Allegan, Kent and 
Ottawa, or any of them, to aid by loans or donations in 
the extension of the Schoolcraft and Three Rivers rail- 
road from Schoolcraft by way of Paw Paw, to Allegan 
and to some point on Grand river, to an amount not 
exceeding five per centum of the assessed valuation for 
the time being, of the personal and real property in such 
townships respectively, at any special township meeting 
called for that purpose, as hereinafter directed. 

Seo. 2. It shall be the duty of the clerk of any such 
townships, to call a meeting of the taxable property- 
holdiag electors thereof, on the written or printed request 
of fifteen freeholders of his township, which request shall 
specify the amount to be raised, the mode of raising it, 
the rate of interest, which shall not exceed seven per 
cent, per annum, the time of payment, and such other 
matters as may be deemed for the interest and security 
of the townships, and in posting notices according to 
law, he shall also, with each notice, post the request 
upon which the meeting* is called. The questions sub- 
mitted to the electors shall be those contained in the call 
for the meeting, and those who vote in the affirmative 
shall vote a ballot on which is written or printed, "Aid 
for railroad — yea;" and those who vote in the negative 
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shall vote a ballot, on which ia written or printed, " Aid 
for railroad — no." The meeting shall be conducted in 
the same manner as annual meetings are conducted, and 
the result shall be certified by the board of inspectors, 
and filed in the office of the clerk. 

Sec. 3. If it shall be determined at such meeting to 
aid in the construction of said road, it shall be the duty 
of the supervisor and clerk, by the direction of the town- 
ship board, to loan money, to execute bonds or other 
sureties, to require sureties from the railroad company, 
and to do all other acts necessary to comply with Buch 
determination ; and all moneys or sureties accruing to 
said township under this act, shall be deposited with the 
treasurer thereof, and held by him until delivered up 
upon proper authority, or to his successor in office : Pro- 
vided, That the amount of bonds which shall fall due in 
any one year, shall not exceed two per centum of the 
assessed valuation of such township at the time of issu- 
ing the same. 

Sec. 4. The township board of any such township 
authorized by this act shall have power, and it shall be 
their duty to raise, by tax or otherwise, such sum or 
sums of money as shall be sufficient from time to time, to 
pay the principal and interest of said bonds or other ob- 
ligations, as often as they become due. Provided, That 
no bonds or other evidences of debt issued under the 
provisions of this act, or the moneys arising from the 
sale of the same, or money raised by loan or tax, shall 
be paid over to or for said railroad company, until the 
ties are delivered on the line of said road, and the road- 
bed thereof, including all bridges, culverts, cattle yards 
and road crossings, is fully completed, ready for the iron, 
through the town offering such aid, or the town oppo- 
site to or coterminous therewith, Provided, further, 
That no such bonds or other evidences of debt shall be 
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sold for less than their par value by the representatives 
of the townships issuing the same. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 21, 1865. 



Detroit and Howell Enabling Act and Amendments. 

AN ACT to authorize the several townships in the counties of Livingston, 
Oakland, Washtenaw and Wayne to pledge their credit, and the count; of 
Livingston to raise by tax or borrow money, to aid in the construction of 
& railroad from aome point near the dty of Detroit, to Howell', in the 
county of Livingston. * 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That it shall and may be lawful for each of the 
several townships in the counties of Livingston, Oakland, 
Washtenaw and Wayne, to pledge their credit to aid in 
the construction of a railroad from some point near the 
city of Detroit to the village of Howell, in the county of 
Livingston, for such sum or sums, not exceeding five per 
centum of the assessed valuation, for the time being, of 
the real and personal property in such township, as the 
electors of such township shall, at a meeting or meetings 
called for that purpose, determine. The electors of such 
. townships may also, at such meeting or meetings, deter- 
mine the terms, conditions, manner of executing the 
securities, and other particulars in regard to such pledge 
of credit, or they may empower some township officer, 
or committee of electors, to determine the same, and in 
case of no such determination or delegation of power to 
an officer or committee, then the several township boards 
of such townships shall severally have power to deter- 
mine all such particulars : Provided, That the amount 
of bonds which shall be due in any one year shall not 
exceed two per centum of the assessed valuation of such 
county, city or township at the time of issuing the same. 
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Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the supervisor of each 
of said townships to call such meeting or meetings of the 
electors of snch townships as are hereby authorized, 
whenever requested, in writing, to do so by thirty of the 
tax -paying electors of such township, and to give public 
notice thereof at least ten days previous to holding such 
meetings, by posting the same in five of the most public 
places in each of said townships, and the advertisement 
of the same in some newspaper published in the county 
wherein such township shall be. At such meeting, the 
township inspectors of election, if present, shall act as 
inspectors of election ; the electors shall vote by ballot, 
and shall be subject to challenge, as at other township 
elections, and the proceedings at such meeting to be held 
under this act shall be governed in all respects by the 
general laws, of this State, relating to township elections, 
so far as the same may be applicable, and illegal and 
fraudulent voting shall be punishable in the same man- 
ner and to the same extent, as at other township elec- 
tions. 

* Sec. 3. The board of supervisors °f tlle county of Livingston shall be and 
Ihey are hereby authorized and empowered to borrow, or raise by tax upon 
the taxable property of such couaty, or in part by loan and part by tax, a* 
they shall see St, any sum of money, not exceeding Ave per centum of the 
assessed valuation, for the time being, of the real and personal property iu 
■aid county, for the purpose of aiding in the construction of a railroad from 
■Ome point near the city of Detroit, to-the village of Howell, in the said county 
of Livingston, and to issue bonded securities for such loan, in such manner as 
they shall see St : Provided, The qualified electors of said county shall deter- 
mine, in manner specified in section twenty of chapter ten of the compiled 
laws, in favor of such tax or loan. 

t Sbc. 4. The securities isaued or made in pursuacce of the provisions of 
section one of this \r.t shall be and the same are hereby made a valid and legal 
charge upon the taxable property of the several townships issuing or making 
the same, and it shall be the dnty of the township board of such townships, 
severally, to provide by tax for the payment of the principal, and the interest 
thereon, as fast as the same shall become due and payable, by the terms there- 






ov Google 



SPECIAL ENABLING ACTS. 



of; and the said bonded securities, made or Issued by said lioard of super- 
visor* of the county of Livingston, under the provisions of section three of 
this act, shall be and the same are hereby made valid and legal charges upon 
the taxable property within tlia said county, and it shall be the duty of the 
said board of supervisors to provide by tax for the payment of the principal, 
and interest thereon, as fast as the same shall become due, according to the 
terms thereof. 

Sec. fi. No bonds, or other evidences of debt, shall be 
delivered to the treasurer of any township, city or vil- 
lage, for any railroad company, until all the terms and 
conditions required by the vote of the townships, cities 
or villages, or the proper authorities, shall have been 
fully complied with : Provided, That no bonds or other 
evidences of debt, issued under the provisions of this 
act, shall be sold for less than their par value, nor said 
bonds or other evidences of debt, or the moneys arising 
from the sale of the same, be delivered or paid over to 
said railroad company until the ties shall be furnished 
and delivered on the line of the road, and the road-bed 
thereof, including all bridges, culverts, cattle-guards and 
road-crossings, shall be fully completed and ready for 
the iron within the limits of the municipalities rendering 
such aid. 

Sec. 6. This act shall take immediate effect. 

.Approved February 5, 1864. 



AN ACT to repeal section three, and amend section four, of act number forty- 
nine of the session laws of eighteen hundred and sixty-four, entitled " An 
Act to authorize the several townships in the counties of Livingston, Oak- 
land, Washtenaw and Wayne, to pledge their credit, and the county of 
Livingston to raise by tax, or borrow money to aid in the construction of 
a railroad from some point near the city of Detroit, to Howell, in the 
county of Livingston,' 1 approved February fifth, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-four. 

Section 1. The people of the State of Michigan 
enact, That section three, of act number forty-nine, of 
the session laws of eighteen hundred and Bixty-four, be, 
and is hereby repealed. 
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Sec. 2. That section four of said act is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows : 

Sec. 4. The securities issued or made in pursuance 
of the provisions of section one of this act, shall be and 
the same are hereby made a valid and legal charge upon 
the taxable property of the several townships issuing or 
making the same ; and it shall be the duty of the town- 
ship board of such townships severally to provide by 
tax for the payment of the principal and interest thereon, 
as fast as the same shall become due and payable, by 
the terms thereof. 

Approved March 21, 1865. 



AN ACT to amend an Act entitled " An Act to authorize the several town- 
ships in the counties of Livingston, Oakland, Washtenaw and Wayne, to 
pledge their credit, and the county of Livingston to raise by tax, or bor- 
row money, to aid in the construction of a railroad from some point near 
the city of Detroit, to Howell, in the County of Livingston," approved 
February fifth, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, and amended 
by act of the Legislature, approved March twenty-first, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-five. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That an act entitled "An Act to authorize the 
several townships in the counties of Livingston, Oakland, 
Washtenaw and Wayne, to pledge their credit, and the 
county of Livingston to raise by tax or borrow money, to 
aid in the construction of a railroad from some point 
near the city of Detroit to Howell, in the county of Liv- 
ingston," approved February fifth, one thousand eight 
hundrod and sixty -four, and amended by act of the Leg- 
islature, approved March twenty-first, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-five, be amended so as to in- 
clude the iity of Lansing in the county of Ingham, by 
adding the following sections to said acts, to stand as 
sections seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, 
fourteen and fifteen. 
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Sec. 7. It shall and may be lawful for the city of 
Lansing, in the county of Ingham, to aid in the construc- 
tion of a railroad from some point at or near the city of 
Detroit, to the city of Lansing, in the county of Ingham, 
to such amount not exceeding five per centum of the as- 
sessed valuation, for the time being, of the real and per- 
sonal property in said city, as the tax -paying electors of 
said city shall, at a meeting or meetings called for that 
purpose, determine by a two-thirds vote of such electors 
present and voting : Provided, That such amount, exclu- 
sive of interest thereon, which shall become due and. col- 
lectable in any one year, shall not exceed one per centum 
of the assessed valuation of said city, at the time of issu- 
ing the same. Provided further, That such aid so voted 
shall be subject to any conditions which may be imposed 
by the electors voting as aforesaid. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the mayor of said 
city, to call such meeting or meetings of the electors of 
said city a? are hereby authorized, whenever a request, 
in writing, to do so, shall be made to him by thirty tax- 
paying electors of said city, and to give public notice 
thereof, at least ten days previous to holding such meet- 
ing, by posting the same in not less than five of the most 
public places in said city, and the advertisement of the ' 
same in some newspaper published in said city. 

Sec. 9. At such meetings, the city or ward inspectors 
of election, if present, shall act as inspectors of election ; 
the electors shall vote by ballot, (such ballot to contain 
the words " For the tax," or "Against the tax," as the 
case ma}- be), and shall be subject to challenge, as at 
other city elections ; and the proceedings at such meet- 
ings to be held under the provisions of this act shall be 
governed by the laws regulating the municipal elections 
of said city ; and illegal and fraudulent voting shall be 
punishable in the same manner and to the same extent 
as at other city elections. A copy of the request, and 
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also of the notice required by the provisions of this act, 
shall be entered at large upon the records of the city, 
together with a statement of the result and other essen- 
tial particulars, and a certified copy of such record shall 
be, in all courts and places, prima facie evidence of the 
facts therein set forth. 

Sec. 10. If said city shall avail itself of the benefits 
of this act by voting aid to railroad company as provid- 
ed for herein, said city shall, within sixty days aft«r the 
question-of aid is determined by a two-thirds vote of the 
tax paying electors of said city, as provided in this act, 
issue its coupon bonds for the amount so determined to 
be granted, which bonds shall be in sums of not less 
than one hundred dollars each, and not more than one 
thousand dollars each, and shall be payable at any time 
as determined upon by the electors of said city, not ex- 
ceeding twenty years from the date thereof. Such bonds 
shall bear interest at a rate not exceeding ten per cent. 
per annum, and shall have attached thereto the neces- 
sary and usual interest coupons, corresponding in dates 
and numbers with the bonds to which they are attached, 
which shall be signed by written signatures by the same 
person or persona executing such bonds. ' Such' bonds 
shall be executed by the mayor and clerk or recorder of 
said city, under the seal of said city. The bonds and 
coupons attached thereto shall be payable at the office 
of the treasurer of the county of Ingham. 

Sec. 11, Whenever any such bonds as provided by 
the provisions of this act shall have been issued as 
therein specified the same shall be delivered by the per- 
son, persons or officers having charge of the same to the 
treasurer of this State, who shall give a receipt therefor, 
and hold the same as trustee for the municipality issuing 
the same, and for the railroad company for which they 
were issued, and to be disposed of by said treasurer in 
discharge of his trust as hereinafter provided. 
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Sec. 12. Upon receipt of any such bonds from said 
city, in aid of said railroad company, the treasurer of 
this State shall immediately register or record the same 
in a book or books to be kept by him for that purpose, 
In his office, which record shall show the amount, date 
and number of each bond, the rate of interest which it 
bears, by what city issued, to the benefit of what railroad 
company the same are issued, and the time when paya- 
ble, which record shall always be open for the inspec- 
tion of any citizen of this State, or other interested per- 
son. Such bonds shall be Bafely kept by said treasurer 
for the benefit of the parties interested, and be disposed 
of by him in the following manner, that is to say : When- 
ever said railroad company, in aid of which such bonds 
may have been issued, shall present to said treasurer a 
certificate from the Governor of this State, that such, rail- 
road company has, in all respects, complied with, the 
provisions of this act in relation to the completion of its 
road, and is thereby entitled to any of such bonds, the 
same, or such of said bonds as said company shall be 
entitled to receive, shall be delivered to said company. 
The treasurer shall endorse upon such of said bonds, the 
date of such delivery, and to whom the same were deliv- 
ered, and the same shall draw interest only from the 
time when so delivered, and the treasurer shall notify 
the clerk of said city of the date of the delivery of its 
bonds to such railroad company. The railroad com- 
pany so receiving such bonds shall pay the State trea- 
surer one-tenth of one per centum of the par value of all 
such bonds so delivered, which shall be received by him 
in fall payment of all fees and charges for the custody 
recording, endorsing and delivery of said bondB, which 
money shall be paid into the State Treasury. And in 
case any bond so delivered to said treasurer by said city 
shall not, within three years from the time when the 
same were received by him, be demanded in compliance 
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with the terms of this act, the same shall be cancelled by 
said treasurer, and returned to the proper officer of said 
city. 

Sec. 13. In case said city issuing bonds as hereto- 
fore provided in this act, shall fail to pay the bonds or 
the interest coupons, or to deposit with the treasurer of 
the county of Ingham, a sufficient sum of money to pay 
the bonds or the coupons which it may have issued as 
aforesaid, which may then be due, as by the terms of 
said bonds or coupons, the county treasurer of such 
county shall certify the same to the clerk of the board of 
supervisors of said county, stating the amount so due and 
unpaid by said city ; whereupon the board of supervis- 
ors of such county shall proceed to assess, levy and col- 
lect the same from said city, with other county taxes, 
and in like manner, adding to the amount thereof inter- 
est at the rate specified in said bonds, for one year, and 
the same shall be paid to the county treasurer by the 
treasurer of said city, and upon the receipt of such 
money the county treasurer shall pay to the holders 
thereof the principal or interest for which such money 
may have been collected, with the interest thereon, and 
cancel and return such bonds or coupons to the said city. 

Sec. 14. In case said city shall avail itself of the ben- 
efits of this act by the issue of bonds or other evidences 
of debt, in aid of said railroad company, as by this act 
provided, said city shall each year, by its proper author- 
ities, upon receiving the notice as herein provided, from 
the State Treasurer, of the delivery of its bonds to said 
railroad company, so long as such bonds or other evi- 
dence of debt remain unpaid, Uvy, assess and collect, 
upon the taxable property of said city, a sufficient sum 
of money to pay all bonds or interest upon the same, as 
either the bonds or the interest thereon shall become due ; 
and the full faith and credit of said city so issuing any 
such bond or other evidence of debt, is hereby pledged 
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for the full payment of both principal and interest there- 
on ; and the same are made hereby a valid and legal 
charge upon the taxable property of said city. 

Sec. 15. Said railroad company shall not be entitled 
to receive any of the bonds or other evidence of indebt- 
edness issued as provided in this act, until said company 
shall have completed its road bed and ironed its road 
with the usual T rail, from its intersection with the Jack- 
son, Lansing and Saginaw Railroad, or with the Ionia 
and Lansing Railroad, or with the Peninsular Railroad, 
in the city of Lansing, to a point at or near the village of 
Williamston, in the county of Ingham : Provided, That 
such intersection with either of the abovenamed railroads 
shall be at- a point not to exceed forty rods north of 
Michigan avenue, in said city of Lansing. 

[Sec. 2. This act shall take immediate effect.] 

Approved April 2, 1869. 



Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That the action of the township of Osceola, in the 
county of Livingston, and also that of the township of 
Plymouth, in the county of Wayne, in voting aid to the 
Detroit and Howell Railroad, under the provisions of 
act number forty-nine, of the session laws of 1864, shall 
be as valid as they would have been had the meeting 
■called for the purpose of pledging such aid, been notified 
and held at the place of holding the last previous annual 
township meeting. 

Sec. 2. The action of the township of Green Oak, in 
the county of Livingston, in voting aid to the said rail- 
road, under the provisions of the act aforesaid, shall be 
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as valid as it would have been had all the persons sign- 
ing the request to the supervisor for the calling of the 
meeting at which such aid was pledged, been electors of 
said township. 

Seo. 3. The action of the township of Salem, in the 
county of Washtenaw, in voting aid to the said railroad, 
under the provisions of the act aforesaid, shall be as 
valid as it would have been had the notice required by 
the provisions of said act been published in a county 
newspaper, for the full period of ten days next preceding 
the holding of such meeting. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 24, 1869. 



Muskegon to Detroit and Milwaukee Railroad. 

AN ACT to authorize the several townships of the counties of Kent, Ottawa 
and Muskegon to aid any railroad company now iu existence, or that may 
hereafter be organised, in the construction of a railroad from the village 
of Muskegon to some convenient point on the Detroit and Milwaukee 
Railway. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That it shall be lawful for any of the several town- 
ships of the counties of Kent, Ottawa and Muskegon to 
pledge the credit of any such township, to issue bonds 
or other securities, to levy taxes, and to borrow money, 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from the village 
of MuBkegon to some convenient point on the Detroit and 
Milwaukee Railway, for any sum not exceeding ten per 
centum of the assessed valuation of the property of any 
such township, at any special township meeting called 
for that purpose, as hereinafter directed. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the supervisor and 
township clerk of any of said townships to call a meet- 
ing of the electors thereof, on the written or printed re- 
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quest of fifteen freeholders of his township, and submit 
the same to a meeting of the freeholders of Baid township, 
which request shall specify the amount to be raised, the 
mode of raising it, the rate of interest, the time of pay- 
ments, and such other matters as may be deemed for the 
interest and security of the township ; and in posting 
notices according to law, they shall also, with each notice, 
post the request upon which the meeting is called. The 
questions submitted to the electors shall be those con- 
tained in the call for the meeting ; and those who vote in 
the affirmative, shall vote a ballot on which is written or 
printed, "aid for the railroad — yes" and those who vote 
in the negative, shall vote a ballot on which ia written or 
printed, "aid for the railroad— no." The meeting shall 
be conducted iu the same manner as annual township 
meetings are conducted, and the result shall be certified 
by the board of inspectors, and filed in the office of the 
township clerk. 

Sec. 3. If it shall be determined at such meeting to 
aid in the construction of said railroad, it shall be the 
duty of the supervisor and clerk, by the direction of the 
township board, to loan money, to execute bonds, or 
other securities, to require securities from the railroad 
company, and to do all other acts necessary to comply 
with such determination ; and all moneys or securities 
accruing to said township, under this act, shall be depos- 
ited with the treasurer thereof, and held by him until 
delivered up upon proper, authority, or to his successor 
in office. 

Sec. 4. The township hoard of any township author- 
ized by this act shall have power, and it shall be their 
duty, to raise, by tax or otherwise, such sum or sums as 
shall be sufficient from time to time, to pay the principal ' 
and Interest of said bonds or other obligations, as often 
as they shall become due. 

Sec. 5. No bonds, or other evidences of debt, issued 
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«iD(der the provisions of this act, shall be delivered to the 
treasurer of any township, for any railroad company, 
■titil all the terms and conditions required by the vote of 
tine township, or the proper authorities thereof, shall 
have been fully complied with : Provided, That no bonds 
or other evidences of debt, issued under the provisions 
of -this act, as aforesaid, shall be sold for less than their 
par value, nor such bonds, or other evidences of debt, or 
the moneys arising from the sale of the same, be deliver- 
ed or paid over to said railroad company until the ties 
shall be delivered on the line of said railroad, and the 
road-bed thereof, including all the bridges, culverts, 
cattle-guards and road-crossings, shall be fully completed 
and ready for the iron within the limits of the towdships 
rendering such aid. 

Approved February 5, 1864. 



Jackson to Grand Rapids and Amendment. 

AN ACT to authorize the counties of Jackson and Eston, and the cities and 
townships of such counties, and of Barry and l{ ent, the townships of 
Onondaga and Leslie, in Ingham county, and Leigh ton and Wnyland, in 
Allegan county, to pledge their credit in aid of the construction of a rail- 
road from Jackson to Grand Rapids. 

Section 1. The People of the- State of Michigan tnad, That it shall and may 
tie law Till for the several counties of Jackson and Eaton, for any city or town- 
ship within such counties, or within the cennties of Barry or Kent, for the 
townships of Onondaga and Leslie, in Ingham county, and for the townships 
of Leighton and Wayland, in Allegan county, to loan money to any railroad 
company organized or to be organized, for the construction of a railroad from 
•the city of Jackson to the city of Grand Rapids; but the outstanding indebt- 
edness and liability to be incurred for such purpose shall not any time exceed 
five per centum of the assessed valuation, for the time being, of any county, 
city or township. 

Sue. 2. For the several purposes mentioned in this 
act, the said counties, cities and townships are severally 
authorized to borrow money, and on their credit to issue 
bonds, at a rate of interest not exceeding seven per cent- 
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um per annum, and for the final payment of the principal 
sntns, and for the interest thereon, to pledge the faith. 
of such counties, cities and townships : Provided, That 
such bonds shall not be negotiated or sold by any such. 
county, city or township, at a less rate than ninety-five 
cents on the dollar. They may also hypothecate the 
bonds, coupons and other evidences of indebtedness 
which they may receive from any railroad company, or 
any part thereof, as security for any loans they may- 
make for the purposes aforesaid, or may sell the same, or 
any part thereof, and apply the proceeds to the payment 
or purchase of the outstanding indebtedness and liabili- 
ties contracted or incurred under this act, or may 
exchange the same, on such terms as shall be deemed 
advisable, for the outstanding bonds issued under the 
provisions of this act ; but no such bonds or other evi- 
dence of indebtedness shall be sold at less than their par 
value until public notice of the intention to sell the same 
shall have been given for at least thirty days ; and the 
board of supervisors, common council, or town board, 
or committee of electors having charge of the same, shall 
have fixed a minimum price below which the same shall 
not be sold, and no tnxstees in whose hands such securi- 
ties may be hypothecated shall sell the same except upon 
the like notice given in a public newspaper of the same 
or some adjoining county. The bonds so to be issued by 
any county, city or township, shall be payable at a time 
or times which shall not exceed twenty years from the 
date thereof, and may be made payable at the option of 
the obliger at any time after the expiration of a less 
number of years : Provided, That the amount of bonds 
which shall fall due in any one year shall not exceed 
two per centum of the assessed valuation of such county, 
city or township, at the time of issuing the same. 
. Sec. 3. No such loan shall be made without the 
assent of the people of the county, city or township 
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making the same, which assent shall be obtained in the 
manner hereinafter provided. The board of supervisors 
of a county, common council of a city, and the township 
board of a township, shall, except the power shall be 
devolved upon committees of the electors, as hereinafter 
provided for, carry into effect the determination of the 
electors, and shall have power to provide for and do all 
incidental things in reference to loans of money, author- 
ized by the electors, and the taking and giving of 
securities, as have been by them left undetermined, and 
the committee of electors which may be chosen under 
and by virtue of the provisions of this act, shall have 
the like power in regard to the matters committed to- 
tlieir charge. 

Sec. 4. Whenever fifty or more of the electors of any 
county shall, by petition presented to the board of super- 
visors of said county, ask that a proposition to aid in 
the construction of a railroad, the termini of which shall 
be named in said petition, be submitted to the electors of 
said county, the said board shall enter such petition in 
its minutes, and shall proceed to consider the subject ; 
and it shall be the duty of such board, unless a majority 
thereof shall be opposed to the aid proposed in any form 
under this act, to fix upon some definite proposition to 
accomplish the purpose contemplated in such petition, to 
be submitted to the electors of said county. Such board 
shall also, in the resolutions submitting such proposition 
to the electors of the county, appoint the time for voting 
on such proposition, which may be at the time of an 
April or November election, and prescribe the words to- 
be printed or written on the ballots to be cast by the 
electors in order to vote affirmatively or negatively on 
such proposition, and may, in its discretion, affix Buch 
terms and conditions to such proposition as shall be 
deemed necessary to protect the interests of the county. 
At least twenty-days notice shall be given of such elec- 



, Google 



SPECIAL ENABLING ACTS. 

tion, by the publication of a notice which shall include 
such resolutions, or their substance, in one or more news- 
papers published in the county, and by the posting of at 
least three such notices in the most public places in eacli 
township and ward in the county, for fourteen days 
before the time of the election. It shall be the duty- of 
the clerk of the board of supervisors to give the said 
notice, and to obtain, record and preserve in his office 
evidence of the giving thereof. If such election shall "be 
at the time of holding an April or November election, it 
shall be held at the same places, and the ballots depos- 
ited in a separate box, to be at each poll provided for 
that purpose, and if at any other time, the election in 
each township and ward shall be held at the place of 
holding the last preceding general, or township, or ward 
election. The votes so given shall be counted, certified, 
returned and canvassed by the same officers, and in the 
same manner, as hear as may be, with votes cast at the 
biennial judicial elections ; the polls shall be kept open 
during the same hours, and the inspectors of election 
shall have the same authority to preserve order as at 
other elections. The laws relative to the registration of 
voters, and providing penalties for fraudulent and illegal 
voting, and offering to vote, shall be in force as at other 
elections. 

Sec. 5. Whenever the common council of any such 
city, or the township board of any township, shall deem 
it advisable so to do, it may call a meeting of the elect- 
ors of said city or township to consider the propriety of 
pledging the credit of such city or township to aid in the 
construction of such railroad, and shall give public no- 
tice by the posting of handbills, and a publication in one 
or more newspapers, of the time and place and object of 
such meeting. At the time and place so appointed, the 
electors of the city or t'.wnship shall have power to ap- 
point a chairman, secretary and other officers, and to' 
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consider and determine any propositions which may he 
made to aid in the construction of such railroad in any 
of the ways enumerated in this act, to adjourn from time 
time to the same or any other place in such city or town- 
ship, to appoint a committee of electors to carry into 
effect the determination of the meeting, and to determine 
such incidental matters as the meeting may leave unde- 
termined. Such meeting shall also determine the 
amounts, terms and conditions of any loan of moneys 
which it may authorize, and may determine any and all 
. other particulars in relation thereto not determined by 
this act, nor inconsistent herewith. The main question 
for or against such loan or aid shall he determined by 
ballott, on which shall be written or printed "aid for 
railroad — yes," "aid for railroad — no," but all other 
questions may be determined by a viva voce vote, or in 
such other manner as the meeting may determine. The 
qualifications of electors at such meeting shall be those 
prescribed in the constitution, and if any person not hav- 
ing the qualifications of an elector shall willfully, and with 
intent to influence the action there taken, vote in said 
meeting, he shall, on conviction, be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the mayor of any such 
city, or the supervisor of any such township, to call such 
a meeting as is in the last section provided for, by giving 
the like notice, whenever requested in writing so to do, 
by thirty of the electors of such city or township, and 
the meeting assembled upon such call shall possess the 
same power as when called by a city council or township 
board. It shall be the duty of the mayor of every city, 
and of the supervisor of every township, which shall 
have availed itself of the provisions of this act, to pro- 
cure affidavits of the publishing and posting of notices, 
and such affidavits, together with the written request, if 
any, of thirty or more electors, and the certified proceed- 
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ings of the meetings of the electors shall be preserved 
and recorded in the office of the proper city or township 
clerk. 

Sec. 7. Whenever the electors of said connty, city 
or cities, or either of said townships, shall have voted to 
aid in the constrnction of such railroad, in ace jrdance 
with the provisions of this act, and shall have provided 
for the issue of any bonds, such bonds, with the cou- 
pons which may be annexed, shall be executed as fol- 
lows : if by a county they shall be signed by the chair- 
man and clerk of the board of supervisors, and such 
bonds impressed with the seal of the circuit court for 
said county ; if by a city they shall be signed by the 
mayor and the officer who shall act as clerk of the com- 
mon council, and such bonds impressed with the seal of 
the city ; and if by a township, they shall be subscribed 
by the supervisor and township clerk. The treasurers of 
the counties, cities and townships which shall avail 
themselves of the provisions of this act shall have the 
custody of snch bonds and other seenrities, or evidences 
of debt, as may belong to the connty, city or township 
for which they act, and shall hold and deliver the same, 
in accordance with the orders of the board of supervis- 
ors, common council, town board, or committee of elect- 
ors having it in charge, to cany into effect the deter- 
mination of the electors. Snch treasurer shall give snch 
additional seenrities as may be required of him by such 
board or council, and receive such compensation for his 
services as the proper board and council shall consider 
just and reasonable. 

Sec. 8. Every such loan shall be made upon the 
condition that the bonds, bearing interest, of the county, 
city or township making the same, shall, at the option of 
such connty, city or township, be received by the rail- 
road company, at the par value thereof, in payment of 
such loan. Every such bond shall be drawn payable to 
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the order of the treasurer of the same county, city or 
township, and when endorsed by him shall be negotiable 
in the hands of any bona fide holder thereof. The said 
treasurer shall so endorse the same, and append to his 
endorsement the actual date of the delivery of the same 
by him, and such bond shall only bear interest from that 
date. If such bonds shall be negotiated by or under the 
direction of the proper board, council or committee, any 
premium which shall be received on the sale of bonds 
shall be paid into the county treasury, and be used so 
as to diminish, as far as may be, the amount of bonds to 
be issued. 

Sec. 9. The interest on any bonds so issued may be 
made payable either annually or semi-annually, and on 
such days as the proper board or council may deter- 
mine ; and both principal and interest may be made 
payable at such point within this State as the said board 
or council may determine. All moneys received by any 
treasurer, on account of the transactions hereby author- 
ized, shall be so kept a separate fund from all others, and 
such accounts shall be kept as to show upon the books 
of the treasurer the business transacted with such rail- 
road company. The properlocal board, council or com- 
mittee, may, from time to time, give directions as to the 
manner of keeping such accounts. 

Sac. 10. It (ball be the duty of the proper autbori tins of each county, city 
and township which shall have availed itself of the provisions of thii act, to 
levy and collect annually such taxes as, together with the dividends arising 
from, will pay fie interests on the outstanding bonds, and other incidental 
charges and liabilities connected therewith. In the case of a loan to a railroad 
company, sufficient taxes shall be annually collected to pay the Interest which 
shall oot be promptly paid by the railroad company. Provisions shall also be 
made for the payment of the principal sums which may grow due on snoh 
bonds, and for that purpose the proper authorities of each county, city and 
township availing itself of the provisions of this act, shall also have power to 
levy and collect, in advance of such bonds becoming due, by an annual tax, a 
sum uot exceeding ten per centum per annum of the principal sums unpaid on 
such outstanding bonds, to be paid into a sinking; fund, and invested in the 
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- (iurclia.se of such outstanding bonds, or otherwise in such manner, and under 
such rnlai and regulations, as may be adopted by the proper authorities. The 
said cities are hereby severalty authorized to levy and colled the laid taxes, 
in addition to those authorized by their charters : Provided, No bonds, or other 
evidences of debt, issued under the provision* of this act, shall ba negotiated 
or delivered to the treasurer of any county, township, city or village, for any 
railroad company, or said bonds, or other evidences of debt, or moneys arising 
from the sale of the same, be delivered or paid over to said railroad company, 
until the ties shall be delivered on the line of said road, and the road bed 
thereof, including all bridges, culverts, cattle guards and road crossings, shall 
be fully completed and ready for the iron within the limits of the municipali- 
ties rendering such aid; but In case of aid rendered by a county, the board of 
supervisors may provide for the delivery of One-half of the bonds npon the 
completion of one-half or some larger portion of such road in said county. 
Approved February 5, 1861. 



AN ACT to amend an act entitled an Act to authorize the counties of Jackson 
and Eaton, and th: cities and townships of such counties, and of Barry 
and Kent, the townships of Onondaga and Leslie, in Ingham county, and 
Leighton and Wayland, in Allegan County, to pledge tbeir credit in aid of 
the construction of a railroad from Jackson to Grand Rapids, being act 
number sixty-seven, of Session Laws of eighteen hundred and sixty-four. 

Section 1. The- People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That sections one and ten of an Act entitled " An 
Act to authorize the counties of Jackson and Eaton, and 
the cities and townships of such counties, and of Barry 
and Kent, the townships of Onondaga and Leslie, in Ing- 
ham county, and Leighton and Wayland, in Allegan 
county, to pledge their credit in aid of the construction 
of a railroad from Jackson to Grand Rapids," he, and 
the same are hereby amended so as to read as follows : 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That it shall and may be lawful for the several 
counties of Jackson and Eaton, for any city or township 
within such counties, or within the counties of Barry or 
Kent, for the townships of Onondaga and Leslie, in Ing- 
ham county, and for the townships of Leighton and 
Wayland, in Allegan county, to loan money to any rail- 
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road company, organized, or to be organized, for the con- 
struction of a railroad from the city of Jackeon to the 
city of Grand Rapids; hut the outstanding indebtedness 
and liability to be incurred for such purpose, shall not 
at any time exceed five per centum of the assessed valu- 
ation for the time being, of any county, city or township : 
Provided^ That no more than seventy-five thousand dol- 
■ larB shall be raised or loaned by the county of Eaton, 
exclusive of any township loans made therein to aid in 
the construction on said railroad. 

Sec. 10. It shall be the duty of the proper authorities 
of each county, city and township, which shall avail 
itself of the provisions of this act, to levy and collect 
annually, such taxes as together with the dividends 
arising from, will pay the interest on the outstanding 
bonds and other incidental charges and liabilities con- 
nected therewith. In the case of a loan to a railroad 
company, sufficient taxes shall be annually collected to 
pay the interest which shall not be promptly paid by the 
railroad company. Provision shall also be made for the 
payment of the principal snmi which may grow due on 
such bonds, and for that purpose the proper authorities 
of each county, city or township, availing itself of the 
provisions of this act, shall also have power to levy and 
collect in advance of such bonds becoming due, by an 
annual tax not exceeding ten per centum per annum of 
the principal sums unpaid on such outstanding bonds, 
to be paid into a sinking fund, and invested in the pur- 
chase of such outstanding bonds, or otherwise in such 
manner and under such rules and regulations as may be 
adopted by the proper authorities. The said cities are 
hereby severally authorized to levy and collect the said 
taxes in addition to those authorized by their charter : 
Provided, No bonds or other evidences of debt issued 
under the provisions of this act shall be negotiated or 
delivered to the treasurer of any county, township, city 
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or village, for any railroad company, or said bonds or 
other evidences of debt, or moneys arising from the sale 
of the same, be delivered or paid over to said railroad 
company until the ties shall be delivered on the line of 
said road, and the road -beer thereof, including all bridg- 
es, culverts, cattle-guards and road- crossings, shall be 
fully completed and ready for the iron, within the limits 
of the municipalities rendering such aid, or within the 
limits of the municipalities opposite to and co-terminius 
with the municipalities so aiding in the construction 
thereof. But in case of aid rendered by a county, the 
board of supervisors may provide for the delivery of 
one-half of the bonds upon the completion of one-half or 
some larger portion of such work in said county. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 16, 1865. 



ttrand Rapids and Indiana Enabling Act. 

AN ACT to authorize the several townships in an; of the counties on the line 
of the Grand Rapids and Indiana railroad to aid In the construction of 
mid railroad. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That it shall be lawful for any of the several 
townships, cities and Incorporated villages of the counties 
on the line of the proposed railroad of the Grand Rapids 
and Indiana railroad company, to pledge the credit of 
any such municipality, to issue bonds or other securities, 
to levy taxes, and to borrow money to aid in the con- 
struction of said railroad, for any sum not exceeding 
ten per centum of the assessed valuation of the property 
of any such municipality, at any special meeting called 
for that purpose, as hereinafter directed. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the clerk of any of 
said municipalities to call a meeting of the taxable pro- 
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perty holding electors thereof, on the written or printed 
request of fifteen freeholders of his municipality, which 
request shall specify the amount to he raised, the mode 
of raising it, the rate of interest, which shall not exceed 
seven per cent, per annum, the time of payment, and 
such other matters as may be deemed for the interest and 
security of the municipality ; and in posting notices a«- 
cording to law, he shall also, with each notice, post the 
request upon which the meeting is called. The ques- 
tions submitted to the electors shall be those contained 
in the call for the meeting ; and those who vote in the 
affirmative, shall vote a ballot on which is written or 
printed, "aid for railroad — yes ;" and those who vote in 
the negative, shall vote a ballot on which ia written or 
printed, " aid for railroad — no." The meeting shall be 
conducted in the same manner as annual meetings are 
conducted, and the result shall be certified by the board 
of inspectors, and filed in the office of the clerk. 

Sec. 3. If it shall be determined at such meeting to 
aid in the construction of said railroad, it shall be the 
duty of the supervisor and clerk, by the direction of the 
township board, and president and clerk of the incorpo- 
rated villages, by direction of the trustees, as the case 
may be, or the mayor and clerk of any city, by direc- 
tion of the common council, to loan money, to execute 
bonds or other securities, to require securities from the 
railroad company, and to do all other acts necessary to 
comply with such determination ; and all moneys or se- 
curities accruing to said township, city or incorporated 
village under this act, shall be deposited with the treas- 
urer thereof, and held by him until delivered up upon 
proper authority, or to his successor in office. Provided, 
That the amount of bonds which shall fall due in any 
one year shall not exceed two per centum of the assessed 
valuation of such municipality at the time of issuing the 
same. 
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Sec. 4. The township board of any .township-author- 
ized by this act, and the proper officers of any anch city 
or incorporated village shall have power, and it shall be 
their dnty, to raise by tax or otherwise, such sum or 
sums as shall be sufficient, from time to time, to pay the 
principal and interest of said bonds or other obligations, 
as often as they shall become due ; Provided, That no 
bonds or other evidence of debt, issued under the pro- 
visions of this act, shall be sold for less than their par 
value, nor such bonds, or other evidence of debt, or the 
moneys arising from the sale of the same, be delivered or 
paid over to said railroad company, until the ties shall 
be furnished and delivered on the line of the road, and 
the road bed thereof including all bridges, culverts, cat- 
tle guards and road crossings, shall be fully completed 
and ready for the iron within the limits of the munici- 
palities rendering such aid. 

Sec. !>. This act shall take immediate effect. 

-Approved February S, 1864. 



Klilgewaj to some point on Detroit k Milwaukee Railroad. 

AN ACT to authorize any of the towns of tlie countiei of Oakland and Ma- 
comb to pledge their credit to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Bldgeway, on the Grand Trunk railway, to some point on the Detroit and 
Milwaukee railroad. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That it shall and may be lawful for any of the 
towns in the counties of Oakland and Macomb, to loan 
or donate money to any company that is now or may be 
hereafter organized, for the purpose of constructing a 
railroad from Bldgeway, in the county of Macomb, on 
the Grand Trunk railroad, to some point in the county 
of Oakland, on the Detroit and Milwaukee railroad ; but 
the outstanding liability and indebtedness to be incurred 
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for such purpose shall not, at any time, exceed five per 
centnm of the assessed valuation of the real and personal 
property, for the time being, of any of the said townships 
in the counties of Oakland and Macomb, or either of 
them : Provided, That the electors in any of said town- 
ships, at a meeting called for that purpose, shall so 
determine, by a majority of the legal voters of the 
township, by ballot. 

Sec. 9. It shall be the dnty of the supervisor of each 
or any of said townships, upon the written request of 
thirty of the electors of said township, to call a meeting 
of the electors thereof, for the purpose of submitting the 
question of making such loan or donation to said com- 
pany, notice thereof to be given by posting of handbills 
in any such township ten days prior to said meeting, in 
at least six public places in such town, and the advertise- 
ment of the same in a newspaper published in the county 
in which such township is situated, for thrae weeks next 
prior to such meeting. 

Sec. 3. If the electors of any such township shall 
determine to make such loan or donation, and the 
amount thereof, it shall .be the duty of the township 
board of said township voting to make such loan or 
donation, and they shall have power to pledge the credit 
of the township to raise money to make such loan or 
donation, at an interest not exceeding seven per centnm 
per annum, and for a period not exceeding ten years, and 
may issue the bonds of the township therefor : Provided, 
That the amount of bonds which shall fall due in any 
one year shall not exceed two per centum of the assessed 
valuation of such township, at the time of issuing the 
same. 

Seo. 4. In case any such township shall so decide to 
aid in the construction of said railroad, either by loan or 
donation, it shall be the duty of the supervisor thereof 
to assess all necessary taxes that may be required to 
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meet the interest and the principal of any indebtedness 
thereby incurred : Provided, No bonds or other eviden- 
ces of debt shall be issued under the provisions of this 
act, or the money arising from the saleof the same, or 
money raised by loan or tax, shall be paid over by the 
board of any township, to or for any railroad company, 
until the ties are delivered on the line of said road, and 
the road-bed thereof, including all bridges, culverts, 
cattle-guards and road- crossings, in any such township, 
or adjoining the same, are fully completed, ready for the 
iron : Provided further, That no such bonds or other 
evidences of debt shall be sold for less than their par 
value by the representatives of the municipality issuing 
the same. 

Sec. 5. The said company shall have the right to vary 
the route of their road, from the village of Romeo east 
to the Grand Trunk railroad, either to the Baltimore, 
Utica or Mt. Clemens station. 

Approved Febrnary 10, 1865. 



Chicago and Michigan Grand Trunk Enabling Act. 

AN ACT to authorize either or all of the several townships, cities and Tillages 
of the counties of Macomb, Oakland, Livingston, Ingham, Eaton, Barry, 
Allegan, VanBuren and Berrien, to loan money and pledge their credit, or 
raise money by tax to aid in the construe lion of a railroad from Ridgeway, 
In the county of Macomb, on tbe Grand Trunk railway, by way of the 
city of Lansing to the Tillage of St. Joseph, aad from thence to the Indi- 
ana State lino. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That it shall and may be lawful for the several 
townships, cities and incorporated villages within said 
counties, to pledge the credit of any such municipality, 
to issue bonds or other securities, to levy taxes and to 
borrow money, to aid any railroad company, organized 
or to be organized under any law of this State, in the 
construction of any railway from Ridgeway, on the 
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Grand Trunk railway, by the way of the city of Lansing 
to the village of St. Joseph, and from thence to the Indi- 
ana State line, for any sum not exceeding ten per centum 
of the assessed valuation of the property of any such 
municipality, at any special meeting called for that pur- 
pose, as hereinafter directed. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the clerk of any of said 
municipalities to call a meeting of the taxable property- 
holding electors thereof, on the written or printed 
request of fifteen freeholders of his municipality, which 
request shall specify the amount to be raised and the 
mode of raising it, the rate of interest, which shall not 
exceed seven per cent, per annum, the time of payment, 
and such other matters as may be deemed for the interest 
and security of the municipality ; and in posting notices 
according to law, he shall also with each notice post the 
request upon which the meeting is called. The questions 
submitted to the electors shall be those contained in the 
,call for the meeting, and those who vote in the affirmative 
shall vote a ballot on which is written or printed, " Aid 
for railroad — yes," and those who vote in the negative 
shall vote a ballot on which is written or printed, " Aid 
for railroad — no." The meeting shall be conducted in 
the same manner as annual meetings are conducted, and 
the result shall be certified by the board of inspectors, 
and filed in the office of the clerk. 

Sec. 3. If it shall be determined at such meeting to 
aid in the construction of said road, it shall be the duty 
of the supervisor and clerk, by the direction of the town- 
ship board, and president and clerk of the corporated 
villages, by direction of the trustees, as the case may be, 
or the mayor and clerk of any city, by the direction of 
the common council, to loan money, to execute bonds or 
other sureties, to require sureties from the railroad com- 
pany, and to do all other acts necessary to comply with 
such determination ; and all moneys or sureties accruing 
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to said township, city or incorporated village, under this 
act, shall be deposited with the treasurer thereof, and 
held by him until delivered up upon proper authority, 
or to his successor in office : Provided, That the amount 
of bonds which shall fall due in any one year shall not 
exceed two per centum of the assessed valuation of such- 
municipality, at the time of issuing the same. 

Sec. 4. The township board of any such township 
authorized by this act, and the proper officers of any 
such city or incorporated village, shall have power, and 
it shall be their duty, to raise by tax or otherwise, such 
sum or sums of money as shall be sufficient from time to 
time to pay the principal and interest of said bonds or 
other obligations, as often as they become due : Pro- 
vided, That no bonds or other evidences of debt, issued 
under the provisions of this act, shall be Bold for less 
than their par value, nor such bonds or other evidences 
of debt, or moneys arising from the sale of the same, be 
delivered or paid over to said ratlroad company, until 
the said road shall be finished in good running order and 
the cars and rolling stock on the said road in actual run- 
ning condition through the township, city, or incorpora- 
ted village rendering such aid, or through the townships, 
cities or incorporated villages opposite to and cotermi- 
nous with the municipality bo aiding in the construction 
thereof. 

Approved March 15, 1865. 



Holly, Wayne and Monroe Enabling Act. 

AN ACT to authorize any of the towns or municipalities in the counties of 
Oakland, LlrlngttoD, Wayne, Monroe and Washtenaw, to pledge their 
Credit to aid in the construction of a railroad from the Tillage of Holly, 
in the county of Oakland, to the city of Monroe, in the county of Monroe. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 

enact, That it shall be lawful for any of the several 

townships or municipalities in the counties of Oakland, 
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Livingston, Wayne, Monroe and "Washtenaw, to loan or 
donate money to any company that is now organized, or 
may be hereafter organized, for the purpose of construct- 
ing a railroad from the village of Holly, in the county of 
Oakland, and extending southward by way of the vill- 
age of Wayne, on the Michigan Central railroad to the 
city of Monroe, in Monroe county : but the outstanding 
liability and indebtedness to be incurred for such pur- 
pose, shall not at any time exceed five per cent, of the 
assessed valuation of the real and personal property for 
the time being, of any of the said townships or munici- 
palities in the counties of Oakland, Livingston, Wayne, 
Monroe and Washtenaw : Provided, That the electors in 
any of said townships or municipalities aforesaid, at a 
meeting called for that purpose, shall so determine. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the clerks of any of 
said townships or municipalities, to call a meeting of the 
electors thereof, upon the written or printed request of 
twenty-fire free holders of his township or municipality, 
for the purpose of submitting the question of making 
soch loan or donation to said company, notice thereof to 
be given by posting of notices in any such township or 
municipality! ten days prior to said meeting, in at least 
six public places in such township or municipality. 

9eo. 3. If the electors of any such township or 
municipality shall, at such meeting determine to make 
such loan or donation and the amount thereof, it shall 
be the duty of the township board of said township, or 
of the common council of said municipality, voting to 
make such loan or donation, and they shall have power 
to pledge the credit of the township or municipality, to 
raise money to make such loan or donation, at an inter- 
est not exceeding seven per centum per annum, and for 
a period not exceeding ten years, and shall issue the 
bonds of the township or municipality therefor : Provi- 
ded, That the amount of bonds which shall fall due in 
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any one year shall not exceed ten per centum of the 
assessed valuation of such township or municipality, at 
the time of issuing the same. 

Sec: 4. In case any such township or municipality- 
shall so decide to aid in the construction of said rail- 
road, either by loan or donation, to any such company, 
it shall be the duty of the supervisor of said township, 
and of the common council of said municipality, to assess 
all necessary taxes that may be required to meet the 
interest and the principal of any indebtednesss thereby 
incurred : Provided, That no bonds or other evidence of 
debt shall be issued under the provisions of this act, or 
the money arising from the sale of the same, or money 
raised by loan or tax, shall be paid over by the board of 
any township, or by the common council of any munici 
pality, to or for any railroad company, until the ties are 
delivered on the line of said road, and the road-bed 
thereof, including all bridges, culverts, cattle guards and 
road crossings is fully completed, and the iron laid ready 
for the cars, through the town or municipality offering 
such aid, or the town opposite to or co-terminus there- 
with : Provided, further, That no such bonds or other 
evidence of debt shall be sold for less than par value by 
the representatives of the townships issuing v the same. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 18, 1866. 



Fort Huron and Lake Michigan Railway Enabling Act. 

AN A'CT to authorize any of the townships and cities of the counties of St. 
Clair, Lapeer, Genesee and Shiawassee to pledge their credit in aid of the 
construction of a railroad from Fort Huron to some point on the line of 
the Detroit and Milwaukee railroad in Shiawassee county. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That it shall and may be lawful for any of the 
townships or cities in the counties of St. Clair, Lapeer, 
Genesee and Shiawassee to loan money to any railroad 
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company, organized or to be organized for the construc- 
tion of a railroad from the city of Port Huron, in the 
county of St. Clair, to some point on the line of the De- 
troit and Milwaukee railroad, in the county of Shiawas- 
see ; but the outstanding indebtedness and liability to be 
incurred by any such township or city for such purpose, 
shall not at any time exceed five per centum of the as- 
sessed valuation for the time being of any such city or 
township. 

Sec. 2. For the several purposes mentioned in this 
act, the said cities and townships are severally authorized 
to borrow money, and on their credit to issue bonds at a 
rate of interest not exceeding Beven per centum per an- 
num and for the final payment of the principal sums and 
of the interest thereon, to pledge the faith of such cities 
or townships : Provided, That Buch bonds shall rnt be 
negotiated or sold by any snch city or township a. a less 
rate than their par value, they may also hypothecate the 
bonds, coupons and other evidences of indebtedness, 
which they may receive from any railroad company, or 
any part thereof, as security, for any loans they may 
make for the purpose aforesaid, or may sell the same or 
any part thereof, and apply the proceeds to the payment 
or purchase of the outstanding indebtedness and liabili- 
ties contracted or incurred under this act, or may ex- 
change the same on such terms ai shall be deemed ad- 
visable for the outstanding bonds issued under the pro- 
visions of this act, but no such bonds or other evidences 
of indebtedness shall be sold at less than their par value, 
until public notice of the intention to sell the same shall 
have been given for at least thirty days, and the common 
council, or town board, or committee of electors having 
charge of the same, shall have fixed a minimum price 
below which the same shall not be sold, and no trustees 
in whose hands such securities may be hypothecated,, 
shall sell the same except upon like notice, given in a 
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public newspaper of the same or adjoining connty. The 
bonds so to be issued by any city or township, shall be 
payable at any time or times, which shall not exceed 
twenty years from the date thereof, and may be made 
payable at the option of the obligor at any time after the 
expiration of a less number of years : Provided, That 
the amount of bonds which shall fall due in any one 
year shall not exceed two per centum of the assessed 
valuation of such city or township at the time of issuing 
the same. 

Sec. 3. No such loan shall be made without the as- 
sent of the people of the city or township making the 
same, which assent shall be obtained in the manner 
hereinafter provided. The common council of any such 
city and the township board of any such township shall, ■ 
unless the power shall be devolved upon committees of 
electors, as hereinafter provided for, carry into effect the 
determination of the electors and shall have power to 
provide for and do all incidental things in reference to 
loans of money, authorized by the electors, and the taking 
and giving of securities as have been by them left unde- 
termined, and the committee of electors which may be 
chosen under and by virtue of the provisions of this act, 
Bhall have like power in regard to the matter committed 
to their charge. 

Sec. 4. Whenever the common council of any city, 
or the township board of any township, shall deem it 
advisable so to do, it may call a meeting of the electors 
of said city or township, to consider the propriety of 
pledging the credit of such city or township to aid in the 
construction of said railroad, and shall give public notice 
by the posting of handbills, a publication in one or 
more, newspapers, of the time and place, and object of 
such meeting. At the time and place so appointed, the 
electors of the city or township shall have power to ap- 
point a chairman, secretary and other officers, and to 
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consider and determine any propositions which may be 
made to aid in the construction of such railroad in any 
of the ways enumerated in this act, to adjourn from time 
to time to the Bame or any other place in such city or 
township, to appoint a committee of electors to carry into 
effect the determination of the meeting, and to deter- 
mine such incidental matters as the meeting may leave 
undetermined ; such meeting shall also determine the 
amounts, terms and conditions of any loan of moneys 
which it may authorize, and may determine any and all 
other particulars in relation thereto not determined by 
this act, nor inconsistent herewith. The main question 
for or against such loan or aid shall be determined by 
ballot on which shall be written or printed " aid for rail- 
road — yes," " aid for railroad — no," but all other ques- 
tions may be determined by titia toce vote, or in such 
other manner as the meeting may determine ; the quali- 
fications of electors at such meeting shall be those pre- 
sented in the constitution, and if any not having the 
qualification of an elector shall willfully and with intent 
to influence the action there taken, vote in Baid meeting, 
he shall, on conviction, be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the mayor of any city, 
or the supervisor of any township, to call such meeting, 
as is in the last section provided for, by giving the like 
notice, whenever requested in writing so to do by thirty 
of the electors of such city or township, and the meet- 
ing assembled upon such call shall possess the same 
power as when called by a. city council or township 
board. It shall be the duty of the mayor of every city, 
and the supervisor of every township, which shall avail 
itself of the provisions of this act, to procure affidavits 
of the publishing and posting of notices, and such affi- 
davits, together with the written request of thirty or 
more electors, and the certified proceedings of the meet*-. 
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ings of the electors shall be preserved and recorded in 
the office of the proper city or township clerk. 

Sec. 6. Whenever the electors of either of said cities 
or townships shall have voted to aid in the construction 
of such railroad, in accordance with the provisions of 
this act, and shall have provided for the issue of any 
bonds, such bonds, with the coupons which may be 
annexed, shall be executed as follows : if by a city they 
shall be signed by the mayor and officer who shall act as 
■clerk of the common council, and such bonds impressed 
with the seal of the city, and if by a township, they shall 
be subscribed by the supervisor and township clerk ; the 
said cities _shall keep a true and correct a«couut of all 
bonds issued by them respectively. The treasurer of the 
cities and townships which shall avail themselves of the 
provisions of this act, shall have the custody of such 
bonds and other securities or evidences of debt, as may 
belong to the city or township for which they act, and 
shall hold and deliver the same in accordance with the 
order of the common council, town board or committee 
of electors, having it in charge to carry into effect the 
determination of the electors ; such treasurer shall give 
such additional security as may be required of him by 
such board or council and receive such compensation 
for his services as the proper board and council shall 
consider just and reasonable. 

Sec 7. Every such loan shall be made upon the conr 
dition that the bonds bearing interest, of the city or 
township making the same, shall, at the option of such 
city or township, be received by the railroad company at 
the par value thereof, in payment of snch loan ; every 
such bond shall be drawn payable to the order of the 
treasurer of the city or township where issued, and when 
endorsed by him shall be negotiable in the hands of any 
bona fide holder thereof. The said treasurer shall so en- 
dorse the same, and append to his endorsement the 
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actual date of tlie delivery of the same by him, and such 
bonds shall only bear interest from that date. If such 
bonds shall be negotiated by or under the direction of 
the proper board, council or committee, any premium 
which shall be received on the sale of bonds, shall be 
paid into the city or township treasury, and be used bo 
as to dimmish as far as may be the amount of bonds to 
be issued. 

Seo. 8. The interest on any bonds so issued may be 
made payable, either annually or semi-annually, and on 
such days as the proper board or council may determine ; 
and both principal and interest may be made payable at 
such point within this State as the board or council may 
determine. All moneys received by any treasurer on 
account of the transactions hereby authorized, shall be 
so kept a separate fund from all others, and such account 
shall be so kept as to show upon the books of the treas- 
urer the business transacted with such railroad company. 
The proper local board, council or committee, may, from 
time to time, give directions as to the manner of keeping 
such accounts. 

Sec. 9. It shall be the duty of the proper authorities 
of each city and township, which shall have availed it- 
self of the provisions of thiB act, to levy and collect an- 
nually such taxes, as together with the dividends arising 
therefrom will pay the outstanding bonds and other inci- 
dental charges and liabilities connected therewith. In 
the case of a loan to a railroad company sufficient taxes 
shall be annually collected to pay the interest which 
shall not be promptly paid by the railroad company. 
Provision shall be made for the payment of the princi- 
pal sums which may grow due on such bonds and for 
that purpose the proper authorities of each city and 
township availing itself of the provisions of this act, 
shall also have power to levy and collect in advance of 
such becoming due, by an annual tax, a stim not exceed - 
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ing ten per centum per annum of the principal sums un- 
paid on such outstanding bonds, to be paid into a sink- 
ing fund, and invested in the purchase of such outstand- 
ing bonds or otherwise, in such manner and under such 
rules and regulations as may be adopted by the proper 
authorities. The said cities are hereby severally author- 
ized to levy and collect the said taxes in addition to those 
authorized by their charters: Provided, No bond or 
other evidences of debt issued under the provisions of 
this act shall be negotiated or delivered to the treasurer 
of any city or township, for any railroad company, or 
said bonds or other evidences of debt, or moneys arising 
from the sale of the same, be delivered or paid over to 
said railroad company, until the ties are delivered on the 
line of the road, the bridges, road crossings, culverts and 
cattle guards fully complete, and the road bed graded 
and in all ways ready for iron within the limits of the 
municipality rendering such aid. 

Sec. 10. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 18, 1865. 



I'enlntnlar Hallway Enabling Act. 

AS ACT to authorize any of the cities and townubipa in tie countieiof log- 
ham, Baton and Calhoun, to pledge their credit to aid In the construction 
of a railroad from Laniing to Battle Creek. 

Section 1. The People of the Slate of Michigan 
enact, That it shall and may be lawful for any of the 
cities and townships in the counties of Ingham, Eaton, 
and Calhoun, to pledge the credit of such city or town- 
ship to aid in the construction of a railroad from the city. 
of Lansing, in Ingham county, to the city- of Battle 
Creek, in Calhoun county, for such sum or sums, not 
exceeding five per centum of the assessed valuation, for 
the time being, of the real and personal property in such 
city or township, as the electors of such city or township 
shall, at a meeting or meetings called for that purpose, 
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determine ; the electors of such cities or townships may 
also, at such meeting or meetings, determine the terms, 
conditions, manner of executing securities, and other 
particulars in regard to such pledge of credit, or may 
empower some city or township officer, or committee 
of electors, to determine the Bame ; and in case of no 
such determination or delegation of power to an officer 
or committee, then the common council of such cities, 
and the township board of such townships, shall sever- 
ally have power to determine all such particulars : Pro- 
vided, That the amount of "bonds which shall fall due in 
any one year shall not exceed two per centum of the 
assessed valuation of such city or township, at the time 
of issuing the Bame. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the mayor of each of 
said cities, and of the supervisor of each or any of said 
townships, upon the written request of thirty of the 
electors of said city or township, to call a meeting of the 
electors thereof, for the purpose of submitting the ques- 
tion of pledging the credit of snch city or township, 
notice thereof to be given by posting notices in any such 
city or township ten days prior to said meeting, in at 
least six public places in such city or township, and the 
advertisement of the same in a newspaper published in 
the county in which such city or township is situated, 
for three weeks next prior to such meeting. 

Sec. 3. In case any such city or township shall decide 
to pledge their credit to aid in the construction of said 
railroad, it shall be the duty of the supervisor thereof 
to assess all necessary taxes that may be required to 
meet the interest and the principal of any indebtedness 
thereby incurred : Provided, That no bonds or other 
evidences of debt shall be issued under the provisions of 
this act, or the money arising from the sale of the same, 
or money raised by tax or loan, shall be paid over by 
the board of any city or township to or for any railroad 
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company, until the ties are delivered on the line of the- 
road, and the road-bed thereof, including all bridges, 
culverts, cattle-guards, and road-crossings, in any such 
city or township, or adjoining the same, are fully com- 
pleted, and the iron laid, and the road fully completed, 
ready for the cars : Provided further, That no such 
bonds or other evidences of debt Bhall be sold for less 
than their par value by the representatives of the muni- 
cipality issuing the same. 
Approved March 21, 1865. 



Ionia and Lansing Enabling Act. 



AN ACT to authorize the several townships in the counties of Ingham, Clin- 
ton, Baton and Ionia, to pledge their credit to raise hy tax, or borrow 
money, to aid ia the construction of a railroad from the village of Ionia, 
in Ionia county, to the city of Lansing, in Ingham county. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact, 
That it shall and may be lawful for each of the several 
townships in the counties of Ingham, Clinton, Eaton and 
Ionia, to pledge their credit to aid in the construction of 
a railroad from the village of Ionia, in Ionia county, to 
the city of Lansing, in Ingham county, for such sum or 
sums not exceeding five per centum of the assessed valu- 
ation for the time being, of the real and personal proper- 
ty in such township, as the electors of such township 
shall, at a meeting or meetings called for that purpose, 
determine. The electors of such township may also, at 
such meeting or meetings, determine the terms, condi- 
tions, manner of executing the securities, and other par- 
ticulars in regard to such pledge or credit, or they may 
empower some township officer or committee of electors 
to determine the same ; and in case of no such determina- 
tion or delegation of power to an officer or a committee, 
then the several township boards of such townships Bhall 
severally have power to determine all such particulars : 
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Provided, That the amount of bonds which shall be due 
in any one year, shall not exceed two per centum of the 
assessed valuation of such city or township at the time of 
issuing the same. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the supervisor of each 
of said townships to call such meetings of the electors of 
such townships as are hereby authorized, wheneyer 
requested in writing to do so, by thirty of the taxpaying 
electors of such township, and to give public notice 
thereof at least ten days previous to holding such meet- 
ings, by posting the same in five of the most public 
places in each of said townships, and the advertisement 
of the same in some newspaper published in the county 
where such township shall be. At such meeting the 
township inspector of elections, if present, shall act as 
inspetor of election. The voter shall vote by ballot, and 
shall be subject to challenge, as at other township elec- 
tions, and the proceedings at such meeting to be held 
under this act, shall be governed in all respects by the 
general laws of this State relating to township elections, 
so far as the same may be applicable, and illegal and 
fraudulent voting shall be punishable in the same man- 
ner, and to the same extent as at other township elec- 
tions. 

Sec. 3. The securities issued or made in pursuance of 
the provisions of section one of this act, shall be, and the - 
same are made a valid and legal charge upon the taxa- 
ble property of the several townships issuing or making 
the same ; and it shall be the duty of the township board 
of such townships severally to provide by tax for the 
payment of the principal and interest thereon, as fast as 
the same shall become due and payable by the terms 
thereof. 

Sec. 4. No bonds or other evidence of debt shall be 
delivered to the treasurer of any township, city or vill- 
age, for any railroad company, until all the terms and 
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condittone required "by the vote of the townships, cities 
or villages, or the proper authorities shall have been 
fully complied with : Provided, That no bond or other 
evidence of debt issned under the provisions of this act 
shall be sold for less than their par value, nor said bonds 
or other evidence of debt, or the moneys arising from the 
sale of the same, be delivered or paid over to said rail- 
road company, until the ties shall be furnished and 
delivered on the line of the road and the road-bed 
thereof, including all bridges, culverts, cattle guards, 
and road crossings, shall he fully completed, ready for 
the iron, within the limits of the municipalities rendering 
such aid, or within the municipalities opposite to and 
co-terminus with the muncipalities rendering such aid. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 91, 1865. 



AN ACT to authorize the city of Lansing, in the county of Ingham, to rote 
aid to the Ionia and Lansing Railroad Company, under the promions of 
Act No. 824 of Session Laws of 1865. 

Section 1. The People of the Slate of Michigan 
enact, That the city of Lansing, in the county of Ingham, 
be, and is hereby authorized to vote aid to the Ionia and 
Lansing Railroad Company, under and in accordance 
with the provisions of Act No. 334 of the Session Laws of 
of 1865, entitled " An act to authorize the several town- 
ships in the counties of Ingham, Clinton, Eaton and 
Ionia, to pledge their credit to raise by tax, or borrow 
money to aid in the construction of a railroad from the 
village of Ionia, in Ionia county, to the city of Lansing, 
in Ingham county, 1 ' in the same manner and to the 
same extent as though originally named in and author- 
ized by said act. 

Approved January 20, 1869. 
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AN ACT to amend an act, entitled " An Act to authorize the city of Laming, 
ill the county of Ingham, to vote aid to ttio Ionia and Lansing Railroad 
Company, under the provisions of Act No. 324 of Session Laws of 1865," 
.approved January 20th, 1869. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That an act entitled " An act to authorize the city 
of Lansing, in the county of Ingham, to vote aid to the 
Ionia and Lansing Railroad Company, under the provi- 
sions of Act No. 324 of Session Laws of 1865," approved 
January 20th, 1869, he, and the same is hereby amended 
by adding thereto a new section, as follows : 

Sec. 2. The mayor of the city of Lansing may call the 
meeting or meetings of the electors, and give public 
notice thereof, as provided in said act number three 
hundred and twenty-four, of the laws of eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-five ; and the mayor and any two electors 
to be selected by the meeting when convened, shall con- 
stitute the board of inspectors of elections at such meet- 
ing, which board shall make return of the proceedings 
of such meeting to the common council of said city, 
within twenty-four hours- after the adjournment of the 
meeting. The mayor and common council of the city of 
Lansing shall, in carrying out the provisions of this act, 
perform all duties required by said act, number three 
hundred and twenty-four, of laws of eighteen hundred 
and sixty-four, to be performed. by township boards, so 
far as applicable ; and whenever township or townships 
are named in the said last mentioned act, it shall be con- 
strued and deemed to mean the city of Lansing, so far 
as applicable to, and not inconsistent with, the provisions 
of this act. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved February 15, 1869. 
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Detroit and Mil waukee Railroad. 



AN ACT to authorize the city of Grand Haven to aid the Detroit and Milwau- 
kee Railroad Company to eitand the tine of their road across Grand 
River, from Ferryslmrg Into the city of Grand Haven, and to change the 
location of their depot at Grand Haven from the weat to the east side of 
Grand River, 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That it shall be lawful for the city of Grand Haven 
to pledge the credit of that city and to issue bonds to 
aid the Detroit and Milwaukee Railroad Company in 
extending the line of their railroad across Grand River, 
from Ferrysburg into the city of Grand Haven, and to 
change the location of their depot at Grand Haven from 
the west to the east side of Grand River, for such sum 
or sums, not exceeding fifty thousand dollars, as a two- 
thirds majority of the property-holding electors of said 
city, present and voting, shall, at a meeting or meetings 
called for that purpose, determine. The electors of said 
city may alBO, at such meeting or meetings, determine 
the terms, conditions, manner of executing securities, 
and other particulars iu regard to such pledge of credit : 
Provided, That the amount of bonds which shall be due 
in any one year shall not exceed five per centum of the 
assessed valuation of said city at the time of issuing the 
same. 

Sec. 2. The bonds of said city may be issued for the 
purpose contemplated by this act, pursuant to the exist- 
ing provisions of law regulating the issue of the bonds 
of said city in other cases. 

Sec. 3. The securities issued or made in pursuance of 
the provisions of sections one and two of this act, shall 
be and the same are made a valid and legal charge upon 
the taxable property of said city, and it shall be the 
duty of the common council to provide by tax for the 
payment of the principal and the interest thereon, as fast 
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as the same shall become due and payable by the terms 
thereof. 

Sec. 4, No bonds or other evidences of debt Bhall be 
delivered to the said railroad company, or any person for 
said company, until all the terms and conditions required 
by the vote of said city Bhall have been fully complied 
with : Provided, That no bond or other evidence of debt, 
issued under the provisions of this act, shall be sold for 
less than their par value, nor said bonds or other eviden- 
ces of debt, or the moneys arising from the sale of the 
same, be delivered or paid over to said railroad company 
until they shall run their cars into the city of Grand 
Haven on the east side of Grand River. 

Seo. 5. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 22, 1869. j 



JonesTiUe, Marshall and Grand Hirer Road. 



Section 1. The People of, the State of Michigan 
enact, That it shall be' lawful for the city of Marshall, 
under this act, by way of a loan or donation, to pledge 
its credit, with or without condition, to aid in the con- 
struction of the Jonesville, Marshall and Grand River 
railroad, for such sum or sums, and to such an amount, 
not exceeding seventy-five thousand dollars, as a two- 
thirds majority of the tax-paying electors thereof, present 
and voting, shall, at any meeting or meetings called for 
that purpose, determine : Provided, That the amount of 
bonds which shall become due in any one year, or the 
principal of the money payable, shall not exceed one- 
fifth of the amount so voted to be raised. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the mayor of Such city, 
upon the presentation to him of a request, either written 
or printed, or partly written and partly printed, signed 
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by at least two hundred of the tax-paying electors of 
such city, requesting that such city may aid in the con- 
struction of such railroad, and specifying therein the 
amount proposed to be raised, the lime of payment of 
the sums, and the Tate of interest, not exceeding ten per 
centum per annum, to call a meeting or meetings of the 
tax -paying electors of such city, by notice, either written 
or printed, or partly written and partly printed, at such 
place in said city, and at such time or times as shall be 
designated in such notice, not less than twenty, nor more 
than twenty-five days from the date of such notice, 
which notice shall recite the substance of such request ; 
such notice shall be given within five days after the pre- 
sentation of such request, by posting copies thereof in 
at least six public places in such city, at least fifteen 
days before the day specified therein for such meetings, 
and by publishing the same in at least two newspapers 
published in such city, in each issue of such newspaper, 
previous to the day of such meetings ; such request and 
notice shall be recorded in the record book of such city, 
and also proof by affidavit of the posting and publication 
of such notice by the recorder of such city : Provided, 
That such city shall not, under the provisions of this act, 
hold more than two meetings in any one year. 

Sec. 3. At any suoh meeting or meetings, the tax- 
paying electors shall vote upon the propositions contained 
in such notice, by ballot ; such propositions shall be 
presented to such meeting or meetings in the form of a 
resolution or resolutions, and those who favor the pass- 
age of such resolution or resolutions, shall deposit a 
ballot upon which shall be written or printed, or partly 
written and partly printed, the words, "Aid to railroad 
— Yes," and those who oppose the passage of the resolu- 
tion or resolutions shall deposit a ballot upon which 
shall be written or printed, or partly written and partly 
printed, the words, "Aid to railroad— No." Any and 
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all such meeting or meetings shall be governed in all 
respectB by the laws pertaining to elections held in such 
city, so far as the same shall be applicable and not incon- 
sistent with the provisions of this act, except that any 
meeting or meetings shall be held at one place, and not 
in the several wards of such city ; and the mayor and 
recorder, and any two tax-paying electors of such city, 
to be chosen at such meeting or meetings, or a majority 
of them, shall constitute the board of inspectors of such 
election, in any such meeting or meetings in such city ; 
and the proceedings of any such meeting or meetings, 
and the result thereof, shall be signed by such officers 
holding the same, and filed with the recorder of such 
city, and shall also be by him entered in the records of 
such city, and be certified by him, after such record, to 
be a true entry and record of such proceedings. No 
meeting of any board of registration shall be required to 
be held previous to any such meeting or meetings, and 
any registered tax-paying elector may vote at any such 
meeting or meetings. 

Sec. 4. In case a two-thirds majority of all the votes 
cast at any such meeting shall be in favor of the propo- 
sitions contained in such notice, as set forth in such 
resolution or resolutions, it shall be the duty of the com- 
mon council of such city to issue the bonds of such city 
to such company, and to deliver the same to the- presi- 
dent of such company, on his written request, whenever 
and as fast as said company shall be entitled to the same 
according to the provisions of this act ; such bonds shall 
be in such form and of such denominations as shall be 
required by such company, and either with or without 
coupon interest notes attached, and the same shall be a 
legal charge upon the taxable property of such city, in 
the same manner as any other legal indebtedness of such 
city. Such bonds shall be signed by the recorder, and 
be countersigned by the mayor of such city, and be 
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sealed with the seal of auch city, and the coupons 
attached to such bonds shall be signed by such recorder. 
The bonds and coupons attached shall be numbered and 
dated to correspond. 

Sec. 5. In case such city shall determine to pledge its 
credit to aid in the construction of such railroad, it shall 
be the duty of the supervisor, or other assessing officer 
or officers thereof, to assess and levy all the necessary 
taxes that may be required to meet and pay the interest 
and principal of any debt incurred under and by virtue 
of the provisions of this act, which shall be collected at 
the same time and in the same manner as other city taxes 
are collected. 

Sec. 6. No bonds or other evidence of indebtedness 
shall be issued and delivered, nor interest allowed thereon 
by such city to such company, as in this act provided, 
until Buch company shall have completed its road-bed 
and ironed its road with the usual T rail for at least ten 
cohtinuoas miles commencing at such city. 

Sec. 7. Such city may, at any time after the expira- 
tion of three years from the date of such vote, unless 
such railroad has been fully completed for the distance 
above specified, upon a notice as above specified, and by 
a majority of the electors present and voting, call a 
meeting of the electors, and reconsider the vote by which 
such aid had been voted. 

Sec. 8. The record of any of the proceedings required 
by this act, or a copy thereof, certified by the recorder 
of such city to be true copies, shall be prima facie evi- 
dence, in all courts and places, of the matters therein 
contained. 

Sec. 9. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved April 2, 1869. 
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Federal and State Legislation Relating thereto. 
lAct of August 4, 1852—10 U. S. Statutes at Large, 28.] 

AN ACT to grant the Bight of Way to all Rail and Flank Roada and Macad- 
amized Turnpikes passing through the. Public L&nd belonging to the 
United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That the right of way shall be, and is hereby 
granted to all rail and plank road, or macadamized turn- 
pike companies that are now or may be chartered within 
ten years hereafter, over and through any of the public 
lands of th« United States, over whieh any rail or 'plank 
or macadamized turnpikes are or may be authorized by 
an act of the legislature of the respective States in which 
public lands may be situated ; and the said company or 
companies are hereby authorized to survey and mark 
through the said public lands, to be held by them for 
the track of said road, one hundred feet in width : Pro- 
vided, That in case where deep excava ion or heavy 
e'mbankment is required for the grade of such road, then 
at such places a greater width may be taken by such 
company, not exceeding in the whole two hundred feet. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said com- 
pany or companies shall have the right to take from the 
public lands in the vicinity of said road or roads, all 
such materials of earth, stone, or wood, as may be neces- 
sary or convenient, from time to time, for the first con- 
struction of said road or roads, or any part thereof, 
through said land. 
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Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be, 
and is hereby granted to said company or companies, all 
necessary sites for watering places, depots, and work- 
shops along the line of said road or roads, so far as the 
places convenient for the same may fall upon the public 
lands : Provided, That no one depot or watering place 
shall contain over one square acre, and that said sites 
shall not be nearer to each other than ten miles along 
the line or lines of said road or roads : Provided further, 
That the said grants herein contained, as well of the use 
of the public lands, as of the materials for the construc- 
tion of said road or roads shall cease and determine, 
unless the road or roads be begun within ten years from 
and after the passage of this act, and completed within 
fifteen years thereafter : And provided, moreover, That 
if any roads, at any time after its completion, be discon- 
tinued or abandoned by said company or companies, 
the grants hereby made shall cease and determine, and 
said lands hereby granted, revert back to -the general 
government : Provided further, That when a location 
for either of said railroads or plank roads, macadamized 
turnpikes, or sites for depots on the line of such road or 
roads shall be selected, the proper officers of such road 
or roads shall transmit to the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office a correct plat of the survey of said road 
or roads, together with the survey of sites for depots 
before such election shall become operative : Provided 
further, That none of the foregoing provisions of this 
act shall apply to, or authorize any rightB in any lands 
of the United States other than such as are held for pri- 
vate entry and sale, and such as are unsurveyed and not 
held for public use by erection or improvements thereon. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the right of 
way through the public lands of the United States lying 
in Black Bock, in the county of Erie and State of New 
York, be, and the same is hereby granted to the Loek- 
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port and Buffalo Railroad Company : Provided, That in 
the opinion of the President of the United States such 
grant be not injurious to the public interest, and that the 
location shall be approved by the President as to the 
position and width of the said railroad ; And provided 
further, That if the said railroad shall not be completed 
within two years, or if at any time after its completion, 
the said railroad be discontinued or abandoned, the grant 
shall cease and determine. 
Approved August 4, 1852. 



[Act of June 3, 1856—11 -IT. S. Statutes at Large, 21.] 

AN ACT making a Grant of alternate Sections of the Public Lands to the 
State of Michigan, to aid in the Construction of certain Bailroads in said 
State, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That there be, and hereby is, granted to the 
State of Michigan, to aid in the construction of railroads 
from Little Bay de Noquet to Marquette, and thence to 
Ontonagon, and from the two last named places to the 
Wisconsin State line ; and also from Amboy, by Hills- 
dale and Lansing, and from Grand Rapids to some point 
on or near Traverse Bay ; also from Grand Haven and 
Pere Marquette to Flint, and thence to Port Huron, every 
alternate section of land designated by odd numbers, 
for six sections in width on each side of each of said 
roads ; but in case it shall appear that the United States 
hare, when the lines or routes of said roads are definite- 
ly fixed, sold any section or any part thereof granted as 
aforesaid, or that the right of pre-emption has attached 
to the same, then it shall be lawful for any agent or 
agents, to be appointed by the Governor of said State, to 
select, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the 
Interior, from the lands of the United States nearest to 
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the tiers of sections above specified, bo much land in 
alternate sections or parts of sections as shall he equal to 
such lands as the United States have sold or otherwise 
appropriated, or to which the right of pre-emption has 
attached as aforesaid ; which lands (thus selected in lieu 
of those sold, and to which pre-emption rights have 
attached as aforesaid, together with the sections and 
parts of sections designated by odd numbers as aforesaid 
and appropriated as aforesaid) shall be held by the 
State of Michigan for the use and purpose aforesaid : 
Provided; That the lands to be so kcated sliall in no 
case be further than fifteen miles from the lines of said 
roads, and selected for and on account of each of said 
roads : Provided further, That the lands hereby granted 
shall be exclusively applied in the construction of that 
road for and on account of which such lands are hereby 
granted, and shall be disposed of only as the work pro- 
gresses, and the same shall be applied to no other 
purpose whatsoever: And provided further, That any 
and all lands heretofore reserved to the United States by 
any act of Congress, or in any other manner, by compe- 
tent authority, for the purpose of aiding in any object of 
internal improvement, or for any other purpose whatso- 
ever, be and the same are hereby reserved to the United 
States from the operations of this act, except so far as 
may be found necessary to locate the routes of said rail- 
roads through such reserved lands, in which case the 
right of way only shall be granted, subject to the appro- 
val of the President of the United States. 

Sec 2. And be it further enacted, That the sections 
and parts of sections of land which, by such grant, shall 
remain to the United States, within six miles on each 
side oT each of said roads, shall not be sold for less than 
double the minimum price of the public lands when sold; 
nor shall any of said lands become subject to private 
entry until the same have been first offered at public 
sale at the increased price. 
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Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said lands 
hereby granted to the said State shall be subject to the 
disposal of the Legislature thereof, for the purpose afore- 
said, and no other ; and that the said railroads shall be 
and remain public highways for the use of the govern- 
ment of the United States, free from toll or other charge 
upon the transportation of any property or troops of the 
United States. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted. That the lands 
hereby granted to said State shall be disposed of by said 
State only in manner following, that is to say : That a 
quantity of land, not exceeding one hundred and twenty 
sections, for each of said roads, and included within a 
continuous length of twenty miles of each of said roads, 
may be sold ; and when the Governor of said State shall 
certify to the Secretary of the Interior that any twenty 
continuous miles of any of said roads is completed, then 
another quantity of land hereby granted, not to exceed 
one hundred and twenty sections for each of said roads 
having twenty continuous miles completed as aforesaid, 
and included within a continuous length of twenty miles 
of each of said roads, may be sold ; and so from time to 
time until said roads are completed ; and if any of said 
roads is not completed within ten years, no further sales 
shall be made, and the lands unsold shall revert to the 
United States. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the United 
States mail shall be transported over said roads, under 
the direction of the Post Office department, at such price 
as Congress may by law direct: Provided, That until 
such price is fixed by law, the Postmaster-General shall 
have the power to determine the same. 

Approved June 3, 1856. 
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[Law* of 1857, p. 346.] 

AN ACT disposing of certain grants of land made to the State of Michigan, 
for railroad purposes, by act of Congress, approved Jane third (8,) eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty -six (1856). 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That the lands, franchises, rights, powers and 
privileges granted to and conferred upon the State of 
Michigan, by an act of Congress entitled "an act mak- 
ing a grant of alternate sections of land to the State of 
•Michigan to aid in the construction of certain railroads 
in said State, and for other purposes, approved June 
third (S), eighteen hundred and fifty-six, (1866)" be and 
the same are hereby accepted with the restrictions, and 
upon the terms and conditions contained in said act of 
Congress. 

Sec. 2. So much of the aforesaid lands, franchises, 
rights, powers and privileges as are or may be. granted 
•and conferred, in pursuance of said act of Congress, to 
aid in the construction of a railroad from Amboy by way 
of Hillsdale and Lansing, to some point on or near Tra- 
verse Bay, are hereby disposed of, granted to, conferred 
upon, and vested in the Amboy, Lansing and Traverse 
Bay Railroad Company ; in like manner all the lands, 
franchises, rights, powers and privileges which are, or 
may be granted and conferred, in pursuance of said act 
of Congress, to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Grand Haven to Flint, and thence to Port Huron, are 
hereby vested fully and completely in the Detroit and 
Milwaukee Railway Company, and in the Port Huron 
and Milwaukee Railway Company, in the manner fol- 
lowing, to wit : So much of said lands as pertain or at- 
tach to said route from Grand Haven to Owosso, in the 
county of Shiawassee, are hereby vested fully and com- 
pletely in the Detroit and Milwaukee Railway Company, 
and so much of said lands as pertain or attach to said 
route from Owoss6 to Flint and thence to Port Huron, 
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are hereby vested fully and completely in the Port 
Huron and Milwaukee Railway Company, to aid in the 
construction of the roads of said companies respectively ; 
in like manner all the lands, franchises, rights, powers 
and privileges which are, or may be granted and con- 
ferred, in pursuance of said act of Congress, to aid in the 
construction of a railroad from Pere Marquette to Flint, 
and thence to Port Huron, are hereby vested fully and 
completely in the Flint and Pere Marquette Railway 
Company, and in the Port Huron and Milwaukee Rail- 
way Company, according to the provisions of the act of 
Congress relating thereto, and the direction of the board 
of control hereby appointed ; in like manner all the 
lands, franchises, rights, powers and privileges as are or 
may be granted and conferred, in pursuance of said act 
of Congress, to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
Grand Rapids to some point on or near Traverse Bay, are 
hereby vested fully and completely in the Grand Rapids 
and Indiana. Railroad Company ; in like manner all the 
lands, franchises, rights, powers and privileges which are 
or may be granted and conferred, in pursuance of said 
act of Congress, to aid in the construction of a railroad 
from Marquette to the Wisconsin State line, be and the 
same are hereby vested fully and completely in the Mar- 
quette and State Line Railroad Company ; in like man- 
ner all the lands, franchises, rights, powers and privileges 
which are or may be granted and conferred, in pursuance 
of said act of Congress, to aid in the construction of a 
railroad from Ontonagon to the Wisconsin State line are 
hereby vested fully and completely in the Ontonagon 
and State Line Railroad Company ; in like manner all 
the lands, franchises, rights, powers and privileges which 
are or may be granted and conferred, in pursuance of said 
act of Congress, to aid in the construction of a railroad 
from Little Bay do Noquette to Marquette, are hereby 
vested fully and completely in the Bay de Noquette and 
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Marquette Railroad Company ; in like maimer all the; 

lands, franchises, rights, powers and privileges which 
are or may be granted and conferred, in pursuance of 
said act of Congress, to aid in the construction of a rail- 
road from Marquette to Ontonagon, are hereby vested 
fully and completely in the Marquette and Ontonagon 
Railway Company. All and each of the several railroad 
companies mentioned in this section shall be subject to 
all the conditions, restrictions and obligations imposed 
npon them by this act as hereinafter provided. 

Sac. 3. The lands, franchises, rights, powers and 
privileges, hereby conferred upon and vested in said rail- 
road companies, or either of them, shall be exclusively 
applied in the construction of their respective line of 
railroad, as above designated, and said lands shall be 
applied to no other purpose whatsoever ; and each and 
every one of said railroads, when completed, shall, in all 
respects, and in all its parts, be a first class railroad ; and 
the rail thereof shall be the " T " or continuous rail. 

Sec. 4. Said railroads shall be and forever remain 
public highwavs for the use of the government of the 
United States, free from toll or other charge upon the 
transportation of any property or troops of the United 
States ; and the United States mail shall be transported 
over said railroads, under the direction of the post office 
department, at such price as Congress may by law direct : 
Provided, That until such price is fixed by law, the 
postmaster general shall have the power to determine the 
same. 

Sec. 5. Each and every one of said railroad compa- 
nies is required by a vote of a majority of the directors 
thereof, to accept the lands, franchises, rights, powers 
and privileges hereinbefore conferred, which acceptance 
shall be embodied in a written instrument, signed by the 
president, and attested by the secretary and corporate 
seal of said company ; and in such acceptance, each of 
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said companies shall severally assent and agree to the. 
provisions and requirements of this act, which accept- 
ance shall be filed in the office of the secretary of state of 
Michigan, within sixty days after the passage of this act. 
Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of each of said railroad 
companies on or before the first day of December next, 
to locate the line of its railroad, and to make complete 
maps of said line, and to file copies of such maps in the 
offices of the governor and secretary of the State of 
Michigan ; and it shall be the duty of the Governor, after 
affixing his official signature to the duplicate map of 
each of said roads, to file them in the department having 
control of public lands in the city of Washington ; said 
lines so located shall not be considered absolutely final, 
further than to fix the limits and boundaries within 
which said lands may be selected, but said company 
shall have the right to make alterations when necessary 
to improve said line : Provided, Such alteration shall 
not materially change or alter such road. 



Sec. 7. Each of said companies after the completion of twenty c 
miles of its railroad, and after the governor shall have certified to the secreta- 
ry of the interior that such twenty continuous miles of its road are so com 
pleted, then and not before, said company may sell sixty sections of land in- 
cluded within any continuous twenty miles of its line of road; and in like 
manner npon the completion of each other twenty continous miles, it may sell 
other sixty sections ; and so on from time to time until the whole of its road 
is completed ; and after the full and final completion of the entire length of its 
road, and the acceptance of the same by the board of control herein provided ; 
then the company may sell the remainder of the lands hereby invested in ac- 
cordance with the act of Congress aforesaid, and not before ; and none of the 
lands hereby granted to said several companies shall be liable to taxation for 
seven years from the first day of September next ; except such parts and par- 
cels thereof as shall be actually sold by said several companies, pursuant to 
the provisions of this act, or such as shall be improved. 

Seo. 8. For the purpose of securing the construction 
of the aforesaid railroads, within the time limited and in 
the manner prescribed in this act, and for the purpose 
of properly managing and disposing of the lands ap- 
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propriated to aid in the construction thereof the gover- 
nor of the state of Michigan, together with six commis- 
missioners, to be nominated by the governor and con- 
firmed by the senate, are hereby constituted a board of 
control of the same, whose duty it shall be to manage 
age and dispose of such lands in aid of the construction 
of the aforesaid railroads, in the manner in this act pro- 
vided, and to do any and all other acts necessary and 
proper respecting the construction aud building of said 
railroads, which shall be prescribed by law ; the gover- 
nor shall be ex-officio the president of the said board ; 
the commissioners shall hold their office from the time of 
their appointment until the fourth (4) of March eighteen 
hundred and sixty-one ; any vacancies that may occnr 
between the sessions of the Legislature, by death, resig- 
nation or otherwise, shall be filled by the governor until 
the first meeting of the Legislature after such vacancy 
shall occur. The commissioners shall receive five dollars 
a day and necessary expenses, for each day that they 
shall be actually employed in the duties of their office ; 
the amount of Buch allowance and expenses shall be ap- 
portioned among the different companies in such manner 
as the board shall deem equitable, and shall be paid by 
tne several companies from time to time as the board may 
direct. 

Sec. 9. If it shall appear that the lands that have 
been donated by the act of Congress aforesaid for the 
construction of said lines of said railroad, cannot be 
obtained by any or either one of said railroad companies, 
within the limit of six miles on either side of its railroad 
line, the Governor shall from time to time appoint agents, 
npon the nomination of the presidents of the respective 
companies, to make such selections as may be authorized 
or granted by Congress for the line thereof ; but the 
compensation of said agents, and the costs, expenses and 
reasonable' charges attendant and occasioned by making 
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such selections shall be paid and tome by the said com- 
pany : Provided, however, That the compensation of 
agents shall not exceed five dollars a day besides neces- 
sary expenses. 

Sec. 10. If it shall further appear that upon any part 
of any of the aforesaid lines of railroad, the lands have 
been so far sold or pre-empted as that there does not re- 
main within any continous twenty miles of any one of 
said roads and within the lateral limits of fifteen miles 
on either side thereof, the amount of one hundred and 
twenty sections of land, of which the said company can 
become possessed according to the provisions of the act 
of Congress aforesaid, then, and in that case, the agent 
or agents appointed as aforesaid, may, select for the ben- 
efit of said company, the complement of the said one 
hundred and twenty sections, upon any other part of the 
line of the road : •Provided, however, That in making 
such selection they shall be confined to twenty continu- 
ous miles : And provided, moreover, That such lands 
thus selected shall in every such case ie not leas than six 
miles nor more than fifteen miles from the line of said 
road, on either side thereof. 

Sic. 11. Should either of said railroad companies fail 
to accept said lands on the terms of this act, within sixty 
days, or fail to make the survey and maps by the first 
day of December next, or fail to construct its entire line 
of road or any part thereof, in the time and manner re- 
quired, in such case said board of control shall have the 
power, and it is hereby made there duty, to declare said 
lands, bo far as they have not been sold in good faith, 
forfeited to the State, and said board of control are here- 
by required to eonfer said lands upon some other com- 
petent party, under the general regulations and restric- 
tions of this act. 

Sec. 13. All of said railroad companies shall at all 
times and in all manners, be subject to the laws of this 
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State, and to such rules and regulations as may from 
time to time "be enacted and provided by the Legislature 
of the State of Michigan, in regard to the management 
and disposition of the said lands, not inconsistent with 
the provisions of thi&act, and the act of Congress making 
said grant of land to this State, and they shall he enti- 
tled to all the immunities and privileges conferred "by 
said laws : Provided, That nothing herein contained 
shall he so construed as to relinquish the right of the 
State to any specific tax imposed upon any railroad 
company within this State. 

Skc. 13. It shall he the duty of each of said railroad 
companies to make a regular annual report of the pro- 
ceedings of said company at the usual time and place of 
electing officers, exhibiting a detailed statement of the 
amonntof all expenditures, work, liabilities, means, etc., 
a copy of which shall be filed in the office of the Secre- 
tary of State, and such other reports to the board of con- 
trol as said hoard shall from time to time require. 

Sue, 14. The right of way, not exceeding six rods in 
breadth, through any of the unimproved lands belonging 
to the State of Michigan, is hereby granted to each of 
the aforesaid companies, and it shall be lawful for the 
aforesaid boad of control, at its discretion, and upon 
such terms as they shall deem proper, to grant to any or 
either of said railroad companies, the right to enter by 
its workmen and employees upon any lands of this State 
so owned or held in trust as aforesaid, for the purpose 
of procuring earth, gravel or other material necessary 
for the construction of their respective roads, maintain- 
ing, repairing and rebuiUding the same ; and the board 
of control may also grant to said railroad companies any 
lands owned or held in trust by said State, which said 
railroad companies may need and require for depots, 
grounds and other structures necessary and proper for 
the use of and maintenance and opftration of their afore- 
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said railroads, upon such terms as such board of control 
shall deem reasonable and proper. 

Sec. 15. Whenever by the crossing of the several 
lines of railroad herein provided for, or by their running 
within less than thirty miles of each other, or from any 
other cause, conflicting interests or claims shall arise be- 
tween any of the aforesaid companies in the selection of 
their lands, such conflicting claims shall be settled by 
the board of control herein provided for, whose decision 
shall be final in all such cases. 

Sec. 16. Said railroad companies shall take said 
grants of lands with the conditions imposed, and incum- 
brances specified in this act, and shall in" no court have- 
any claim or recourse whatever upon the State of Michi- 
gan for a misapplication of said grants, or for any of the 
incumbrances or conditions in this act imposed. 

Sec. 17. Said railroad companies shall not issue any 
railroad shares in the capital stock, as fully paid stock, 
. until the same shall have been thus paid in cash or its 
equivalent, dollar for dollar ; and should any officer of 
any of said companies issue any such shares, knowing 
th« same to be in violation of the provisions of this sec- 
tion, upon conviction, such officer shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and shall be fined in any sum not 
over ten thousand dollars, and be imprisoned at hard 
labor in the State prison for any length of time not more 
than ten years, and all such shares of stock, issued in 
violation of this section, are hereby declared to be fraud- 
ulent and void, except it_ be issued for the purchase of 
property, materials, or equipments for said railroads. 

Sec. 18. The Marquette and State Line Railroad 
Company shall have power to purchase the railroad, 
rights and franchises of the Iron Mountain Railroad 
Company, and the railway rights and franchises of the 
Iron Mountain Railway Company, on such terms as may 
be agreed upon ; and on the consummation of such pur- 
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chases, they shall become possessed thereof to the same 
extent that they are now possessed by said companies. 

Sec. 19. Each and every one of the aforesaid railroad companies shall com- 
plete and put in good running order at least twenty continuous miles of its 
road, during each year from and after the first day of December 1858, and 
shall complete the entire length of its road within seven years from the 
fifteenth day of November nest, except the railroads in the upper peninsula 
herein named; and as to these, each aud every one of them shall complete the 
first twenty miles of their several roads within three years from the first day 
of December neit, and the entire liues of their several roads within the time 
Above limited. So much of the Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay railroad as 
■hall lie between Hillsdale and Lansing, and between Lansing aud Ihe point of 
intersection of said road with the Detroit and Milwaukee railroad, shall be 
completed, fully and entirely, and put in readiness for a train of cars, on or 
before the first day of November, eighteen hunderad aud sixty ; and said Am- 
boy, Lansing and Traverae Bay railroad company shall build and finish at least 
twenty continuous miles of its road each year thereafter, until the whole of its 
line is completed : Provided, alaayt. That the entire length of its road from 
Amboy to some point on or near Traverse Bay, shall be finished by the first 
day of November, eighteen hundred and sixty-five : Provided, alio, That said 
Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay railroad company shall locate their depot 
buildings at Lausing within twenty rods of a line drawn (due) east or west of . 
tiie " capitol square," situate on section sixteen in the township of Lansing. 

Sac. 20. In consideration of the grants of land and other privileges hereby 
conferred on each of the several railroad companies mentioned and named in 
section tiro of this act, the said several railroad companies are hereby required, 
within sixty days from and after the first day of each and every year, to pay 
into the treasury of this State, aa a specific annual lax, one per cent, upon the 
-coat of the road and its equipments and appurtenances of whatever kind ; and 
ft shall be lawful for the legislature of this State, in their discretion, after 
ten years, to impose upon either or each of said railroad companies the pay- 
ment of a farther tax upon the gross or total earnings of such road of not 
•exceeding two per cent. ; which said above several taxes shall be in lieu of all 
■other taxes to be imposed within this State ; Provided, That the provisions of 
this section shall not apply to railroad companies in the upper peninsula of this 
State, until after ten years from the passage of this act ; Providtd, alio, That 
the aforesaid additional tax of two per cent, shall be imposed upon the Detroit 
and Milwaukee railway company, and the Port Huron and Milwaukee railway 
company, only in proportion to the amount of land which they shall respec- 
tively receive in comparison with the quantity of lands received by the other 
railroad companies ; which proportion shall be settled by the hoard of control. 

Sec. 21. All the roads constructed under the provisions of this act shall 
be the same breadth of gnage with the Central and 'Southern railroad of this 
■State, except the railroads in the upper peninsula. 
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Sec. 22. All "companies operating roads nnder the 
provisions of this act, shall keep and maintain all their 
principal offices within this State. 

This act is ordered to take immediate effect. 

Approved February 14, 1857. 



■ [Laws of 1858, p. 23.] 



AN ACT extendi!)" the powers of the Board of Control having in charge the 
grants of lands made to the State of Michigan for railroad purposes, 
approved February (14) fourteenth, eighteen hundred fifty- seven (1857). 

. Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That the board of control named in the act afore- 
said, be and they are hereby authorized and empowered 
to allow the substitution of a flat bar iron rail, instead of 
the T or continuous rail, in the construction of the sev- 
eral railroads in the Upper Peninsula of this State, if in 
their opinion the same shall be most advantageous for 
the interests of the State, and of the several companies 
constructing the same. 

Sec. 2. This act is ordered to take immediate effect. 

Approved February 3, 1865. 



[Laws of 1858, p. 43.] 

AN ACT to amend an Act entitled "An Act disposing of certain grants of 
land made to the State of Michigan for railroad purposes, by Act of Con- 
gress, approved June third, eighteen hundred and flfty-sii," approved 
February 14, A. D. 18C7. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That section nineteen of an act entitled "an act 
disposing of certain grants of land made to the State of 
Michigan for railroad purposes by act of Congress, 
approved June third, one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-six," approved February 14, A. D. 1857, be amended 
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by striking out the word " next," where it first occurs in 
said section, and inserting in place thereof the worda 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight ;" also, by 
striking out the words "fifty-nine" in the fifteenth line 
of said section, and insert in the place thereof the- word 
"sixty," so that said section, as amended, shall read as 
follows : 

Sec. 19. Each and every one of the aforesaid railroad 
companies shall complete and put in good running order 
at least twenty continuous miles of its road during each 
year from and after the first day December, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-eight, and shall complete the 
entire length of its road within seven years from the 15th 
day of November next, except the railroads in the Upper 
Peninsula herein named ; and as to these, each and every 
one of them shall complete the first twenty miles of their 
several roads within three years from the first day of 
December next, and the entire lines of their several roads 
within the time above limited ; so much of the Amboy, 
Lansing, and Traverse Bay Bailroad as shall lie between 
Hillsdale and Lansing, and between Lansing and the 
point of intersection of said road with the Detrait and 
Milwaukee railroad, shall be completed, fully and entire- 
ly, and put in readiness for a train of cars, on or before 
the first day of November, eighteen hundred and sixty, 
and said Amboy, Lansing, and Traverse Bay railroad 
company shall build and finish at least twenty continu- 
ous miles of its road each year thereafter, until the whole 
of its length is completed ; Provided always, That the 
entire length of its road from Amboy to some point on or 
near Traverse Bay, shall be finished by the first day of 
November, eighteen hundred and sixty-five : Provided 
also, That said Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay rail- 
road company shall locate their depot buildings at 
Lansing, within twenty rods of a line drawn east or west 
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of the capitol square, situated on section sixteen in the 
township of Lansing. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take immediate effect. 

.Approved February 3, 1868. 



[Laws of 1859, p. 558] 



Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That the twentieth section of an act of the Legisla- 
ture of Michigan, entitled " An act disposing of certain 
grants of land made to the State of Michigan for railroad 
purposes, "by act of Congress approved June third, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-six," approved FcLruary 
fourteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty -seven, be iind the 
same is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. The time for the completion of the first sec- 
tion of twenty miles of the several railroads in the Upper 
Peninsula of this State is hereby extended one year from 
and after the time limited in the original land grant act, 
approved February fourteenth, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-seven. 

Sec. 3. This act is ordered to take immediate effect. 

Approved February 15, 1859. 



[Act of Feb. 8, 1859—11 U. S. Statutes at Large, 381.] 



Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America, in Con- 
gress assembled, That the right of way through and 
privilege of constructing depots and workshops on the 
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public lands of the United States lying in the county of 
St. Clair, State of Michigan, commonly called the Fort 
Gratiot military reservation, be, and the same is hereby 
granted to any railroad company or companies which 
may construct a railroad or railroads from the city of 
Detroit, or any other place in said State, to or near the 
village of Port Huron, in said State : Provided, That in 
the opinion of the President of the United States such 
grant or grants be not injurious to the purposes of pub- 
lic defense, and that the location of said buildings on, 
and such road or roads as to position and width through 
said reservation, and the price of the land to be so occu- 
pied, being first determined by the Secretary of War, be 
approved by the President: And provided further, That 
if the price of snch grant or grants be not paid within 
thirty days after the approval of the President, or if either 
of said roads shall not be completed within three years, 
or if, at any time after its completion, it shall be discon- 
tinued, the grant shall cease and determine as to such 
road: And provided further, That all the buildings to be 
erected upon said reservation shall be of wood, and if at 
any time it should be deemed expedient by the com- 
manding officer of Fort Gratiot, or by any other higher 
military authority, to destroy such buildings by fire or 
otherwise, no claims shall be made against the United 
States for damages. 

Approved February 8, 1859. 



[Laws of 1859, p. 442.] 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled "an aol disposing of certain grants of 
lands made to the State of Michigan for railroad purposes, approved June 
3, 1856," approved February 14, 1857. 

Section 1. The PtopU of the Slate of Michigan enact, That section seven 
of an act disposing of certain grants of land made to the State of Michigan for 
Railroad purposes, approved June 3, 1858, approved February 14, 1867, be 
and the earns ia hereby amended by striking out the word "sixty," wherever 
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It occurs in said section, and inserting in lien thereof the words "one hundred 
and twenty," so that said section, as amended, shall read as follows : 

Sec. 7. Each of said companies, after the completion of twenty continuous 
miles of its railroad, and after the Governor shall have certified to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior that such twenty continuous miles of its road are com- 
pleted, then, and not before, said company shall sell one hundred and twenty 
sections of the land included within any continuous twenty miles of its line of 
road, and in like manner, upon the completion of each other continuous twen- 
ty miles, it may sell other one hundred and twenty sections, and so on from 
time to time, until the whole of its road is completed ; and after the foil and 
final completion of the entire length of its road, and the acceptance of the 
same by the board of control herein provided, then the company may sell the- 
remainder of the lands hereby invested in accordance with the act of Congress 
aforesaid, and not before ; and none of the lands hereby granted to said 
several companies shall be liable to taxation, for seven years from the first day 
of September next, except such parts and parcels thereof as shall be sctnally 
sold by stud several companies, pursuant to the provisions of this act, or Each 
as shall be improved. 

Sec. 2. Said companies shall be subject to the same rate of taxation only, 
and in the manner as provided in section forty-five of " an act to provide for 
the incorporation of railroad companies," approved February 12, 1855. 

Sec. 8. All acts and parts of acts contravening, the provisions of this act 
are hereby repealed, excepted an act entitled an act for the relief of certain 
railroad companies in the Upper Peninsula, approved February 17, 1857. 

Sec. t. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Approved February 14, 1859. 



[Laws of 1861, p. 150.] 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled " an act disposing of certain grants of land 
made to the State of Michigan for railroad purposes, by act of Congress. 
approved June third, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, " approved February 
fourteen, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven. 

Section 1. The People "of the State of Michigan 
enact, That section seven of " an act disposing of certain 
grants of land made to the State of Michigan for railroad 
purposes by act of Congress, approved June third, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-sis," approved February four- 
teenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, be and the same 
is hereby amended ao as to read as follows : 

Sec. 7. Each of said companies, after the completion 
of twenty continuous miles of its railroad, and after the 
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Governor shall have certified to the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior that such continuous twenty miles of its road has 
been completed, then, and in such case, and not before, 
said company may sell one hundred and twenty sections 
of the land included within any twenty continuous miles 
of its line of road ; and after the said twenty miles of its 
railroad shall have been so completed and certified to by 
the Governor, each of said companies may sell another 
quantity of land, not exceeding one hundred and twenty 
sections and included in a continuous length of twenty 
continuous miles of its road ; and when the Governor of 
said State shall certify to the Secretary of the Interior 
that any further-twenty continuous miles of any of said 
roads is completed, then another quantity of said land, 
not exceeding one hundred and twenty sections, and 
included within a continuous length of such road, may 
be sjld ; and so, from time to time, until the whole of 
its road is completed : Provided, That the Amboy, Lan- 
sing, and Traverse Bay railroad company shall not be 
entitled to the second one hundred and twenty sections 
of land until it shall have constructed its road and opened 
it for use from Owosso to Michigan avenue in the city of 
Lansing : And prodded, That neither the Flint and Pere 
Marquette railway company, or the Grand Rapids and 
Indiana railroad company, shall be entitled to the said 
second one hundred and twenty sections of land until 
they shall have respectively constructed and opened for 
traffic at Itast thirty-two miles of their road on the line to 
which the grant of land shall respectively attach ; and 
when the Governor of the State shall certify that either 
of said companies has complied with the above provi- 
sions, such companies shall be entitled thereafter to said 
lands, as above specified. 
Approved March 11, 1861. 
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[Laws of 1862, p. 7.] 

AN ACT supplementary to section nineteen of an act entitled " Ad act dispo- 
sing of certain grants ol land made to the State of Michigan for railroad 
purposes, by act of Congress, approved Jane third, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-nix," approved February fourteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, 
and to an act amendatory thereof, approved February twellth, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-one. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That the time within which the corporation known 
as the Grand Bapids and Indiana railroad company was 
required to complete and pnt in good running order at 
least twenty continuous miles of its road, he, and the 
same is hereby extended for the term of two years from 
and after the first day of January, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and sixty-two ; that the time within 
which it was required to put in good running order at 
least twenty additional continuous miles of its road, be 
and the same is hereby extended for the term of two 
years from and after the first day of January, which will 
In 1 in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
three ; and that the time during which it was required to 
put in good running order a third portion of at least 
twenty continuous miles of its road, be and the same is 
hereby extended for the term of two years from and after 
the first day of January, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-four. 

Approved January 15, 1862. 



[Act of July 5, 18C2— 12 U. S. Statutes at Large, • 



Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, 
That the words "Wisconsin State Line," in the first 
section of an act entitled "An act making a grant of 
lands to the State of Michigan, in alternate sections, to 
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aid in the construction of railroads in said State," ap- 
proved June third, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, shall. 
without forfeiture to said State or its assigns of any 
rights or benefits under said act, or exemption from any 
of the conditions or obligations imposed thereby, be con 
strued to authorize the location of the line of railroad 
provided for in said act from Marquette, on Liake Supe- 
rior, to the Wisconsin State Line, upon any eligible roui- 
from the township of Marquette aforesaid, to a point on 
the "Wisconsin State Line, near the mouth of the Menom 
onee river, and touching at favorable points on Greea 
Bay, with a view of securing a railroad available for 
military purposes, from Green Bay to the waters of Lake 
Superior. And the line of railroad, as now located in 
pursuance of said act, from Marquette to the Wisconsin 
State line, according to the records of the General Land 
Office, is hereby authorized to be changed so as to con- 
form to the route above indicated ; which line, when 
surveyed and the maps and plans thereof filed in flic 
proper office, as required under said act of June third. 
eighteen hundred and fifty six, shall confer the same 
rights upon and benefits to the State of Michigan and it? 
assigns in said new line, as though the same had been 
originally located under said act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the provis 
ions of an act of Congress, approved August fourth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-two, entitled " An act to 
grant the right of way to all rail and plank roads and 
McAdamized turnpikes passing through the public land- 
belonging to the United States," be and the same are 
hereby extended so as to be applicable to the new line of 
railroad so as above to be located : Provided, The same 
shall be commenced within two years from the fourth 
day of August, eighteen hundred sixty-two, and shall 
be completed within five years thereafter. 

Sec. 3. And be it further resolved, That the Secretary 
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of the Interior "be and he is hereby authorized to cause 
all even sections or parts of even B«ctions of public lands 
that may be brought within Bix miles of the new line of 
railroad, as herein provided for, to be sold at the same 
price and in the same manner those have or might have 
been, according to the said act of June third, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-six, upon the originally located route 
of railroad. And all purchasers, or their heirs or assigns, 
within the six mile limits of said originally located route, 
who shall be more than six miles from the new line -of 
route hereby authorized, and who have paid the sum of 
two dollars and fifty cents an acre, shall have the right 
either to exchange their locations upon the line as first 
established to the new line upon the same terms, in like 
quantities, and in the same manner, as on the line first 
established, as aforesaid, or at their option to enter, with- 
out further payment, anywhere within the Marquette 
land district, in the State of Michigan, or that of the 
Grand Traverse land district, in said State, lying north 
or west of Lake Michigan, an additional quantity of 
public lands subject to private entry, at one dollar and 
twenty-five cents an acre, equal to the quantity entered 
by them at two dollars and fifty cents per acre, so that 
the lands originally entered by them shall be thus re- 
duced to the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents an 
acre. 

Sec. 4. And be it further resolved, That the even 
sections of public lands reserved to the United States by 
the aforesaid act of June third, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-six, along the originally located route of the Mar- 
quette and Wisconsin State Line Railroad Company, 
except where such sections shall fall within six miles of 
the new line of road bo as aforesaid proposed to be lo- 
cated, and along which no railroad has been constructed, 
shall hereafter be subject to sale at one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre. 
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Sec. 5. And be it further resolved, That upon the 
filing in the General Land Office of the lists of said rail- 
road lands, in whole or in part, as now selected and cer- 
tified in the General Land Office, with the certificate of 
the Governor of the State of Michigan, under the seal of 
the State, that said State and its assigns surrender all 
claim to the lands, as aforesaid, set forth and described 
in the lists thereof thus certified, and that the same have 
never been pledged or sold or in anywise encumbered, 
then the State of Michigan or its assigns shall "be entitled 
to receive a like quantity of land, selected in like man- 
ner, upon the new line of road as thus surrendered upon 
the first line, and to the extent of six sections per mile, 
in the aggregate for every mile : of .the. new -line, accord- 
ing to the general provisions of the act cff June third, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-six. And it shall be the duty 
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office to re- 
offer for public sale, in the usual manner, the lands em- 
braced in the lists of surrendered lands aforesaid, when 
duly filed in his office, as herein directed. 
' Approved July 5, 1802. 



{Laws of 1863, p. 283. 



Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That the Board of Control, created by the provi- 
sions of section eight of an act entitled "An act dispos- 
ing of certain grants of lands made to the State 
of Michigan for railroad purposes, by act of Con- 
gress, approved June third, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
six," and approved by the Governor, be continued in 
office, without lapse of office or functions, except such 
as are limited by law, from the date of the passage of 
said act until the expiration of the time limited by the 
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act of Congress, namely, to the third day of June, eigh- 
teen hundred and sixty-six, and that all acts of the said 
board of control, in the exercise of the general powers 
of transfer, supervision and control heretofore conferred 
by law, are hereby ratified and confirmed. 
Approved March 19, 1863. 



[Laws of 1863, p. 284.] 

AN ACT relative to the conferring and forfeiting certain land grants made by 
the State of Michigan, by "An act disposing of certain grants of land 
made to the State of Michigan for railroad purposes, by act of Congress, 
approved June third, eighteen hundred and fifty-six," approved February 
fourteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, and the acts amendatory 
thereto. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That such of the railroad companies mentioned in 
an act entitled "an act disposing of certain grants of 
land made to the State of Michigan for railroad purposes, 
by act of Congress, approved June third, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-six," approved February fourteenth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, as have finished and 
put in running order twenty miles of their railroad, shall 
have all the time to, finish Baid roads, and all the powers, 
rights and privileges relating to each of said roads 
respectively, as are mentioned in said act of Congress, 
and shall be entitled to take and sell the lands donated 
for the use of each of said roads respectively by said act 
of Congress, at such times, and in such quantities, and 
under such restrictions, as are in said act mentioned ; 
and all forfeitures of charter, franchise and land grants, 
incurred by such railroad companies as shall have fin- 
ished twenty miles of their road, as aforesaid, under any 
laws of this State, are hereby waived. Tfte Amboy, 
Lansing and Traverse Bay railroad company shall, within 
six months from the passage of this bill, finish and open 
their road for use to Michigan avenue, in the city of Lan- 
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Bing ; and shall also in good faith commence their work 
on the said road from Owosso to Saginaw city, by the 
first day of June, eighteen [hundred] and sixty-three, 
and shall finish the said road from Owosso to Saginaw 
city, by the first day of January, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-five. But nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to extend the time, or grant any other or further 
privileges than those now existing by law, to any com- 
pany who shall not have heretofore constructed twenty 
miles of their railroad : Provided, That the Amboy, 
Lansing and Traverse Bay railroad company shall not be 
entitled to that portion of the second one hundred and 
twenty sections of said land not already conveyed by 
them, until the said company shall have constructed its 
road, and opened it for use, to Michigan avenue, in the 
city of Lansing. 

Approved March 19, 1863. 



[Laws of 1863, p. 172. J 

AS ACT to confer certain forfeited, lands, rights Hud privileges, upon the Mar- 
quette and Ontonagon Railway Company, incorporated January second, 
eighteen hundred and siity-three, which were granted in the year eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-seven to the Marquette and Ontonagon Railway 
Company, by an " act disposing of certain grant* of land made to the 
State of Michigan for railroad purposes by act of Congress, approved 
June third, eighteen hundred and fifty-six," approved February four- 
teenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact, 
That the lands, franchises, rights, powers and privileges 
granted to the Marquette and Ontonagon Railway Com- 
pany, by "an act disposing of certain grants of land 
made to the State of Michigan for railroad purposes by 
act of Congress, approved Jane third, eighteen hundred 
and fifty -six," approved February fourteenth, eighteen- 
teen hundred and fifty-seven, and continued to said com- 
pany by the several acts amendatory thereof, are hereby 
declared to be forfeited to the State for non-performance 
of the conditions contained in said acts. 
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Sec. 2. All the lands, franchises, rights, powers and 
privileges heretofore granted to the Marquette and On- 
tonagon Railway Company, by the said act approved 
February fourteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, 
and the several acts amendatory thereof, are hereby 
granted to the Marquette and Ontonagon Railroad Com- 
pany, incorporated January second, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-three : Provided, That said railroad company 
pay to the directors of the Marquette and Ontonagon 
Railway Company, for its surveys, maps and field notes, 
such sum, in money, or in lands, from said grant, as the 
board of State auditors shall decide, on a hearing of the 
parties, to be just and fair ; aad said board shall deter- 
mine whether said sum shall be paid in money or in 
land, and if in land, th«y shall appoint an agent to select 
and appraise the same, at the expense of the parties. 

Sec. 3. The said Marquette and Ontonagon Railroad 
Company shall be subject to all the obligations, restric- 
tions and requirements, and shall enjoy all the rights 
privileges and immunities granted to said railway com- 
pany by the several acts aforesaid, which are not incon- 
sistent with this act. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of said railroad company, 
on or before the first day of December next, to locate 
the line of its railroad, and to make and file the neces- 
sary maps required by section six of the said act, ap- 
proved February fourteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
seven. 

Sec. 5. The said railroad company is authorized to 
€ommence the first section of said railroad at a point in 
the line of the Bay de Noquet and Marquette Railroad, 
near the Lake Superior iron mine ; and the said com- 
pany shall complete, and put in good running order, 
twenty continuous miles of said road, commencing at the 
Lake Superior iron mine aforesaid, within two years 
from the first day of July next, and twenty.miles a year, 
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each year thereafter, until the remainder is completed. 
Approved March 17, 1863. 



[Laws of 1863, p. 186.] 

AN ACT supplementary to an act entitled "an act disposing of curtain grants 
of land made to the Statu of Michigan for railroad purposes, by act of 
Congress, approved June third, sightoen hundred and fifty-six," approved 
February fourteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, and acts amenda- 
tory thereto. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enacts That the grant of lands conferred by the Board 
of Control upon the Peninsula railroad company, under 
authority of an act approved March fourth, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-one, and upon the re-located route 
authorized for military purposes by resolution of Con- 
gress, approved July fifth, eighteen hundred sixty- two, 
is hereby confirmed unto said Peninsula railroad com- 
pany : Provided, It shall construct the railroad referred 
to according to the requirements of the act and resolution 
of Congress herein referred to. 

Approved March 18, 1863. 



[Laws ofl8Q3,p. 360.] 

e the Amboy, Lansing "d Travers 
he rights of the Grand ii.ver Vallej 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That the Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay rail- 
road company be and it is hereby authorized and empow- 
ered to purchase and acquire all the rights, privileges and 
immunities of the Grand River Valley railroad company, 
and the latter company is hereby authorized to sell the 
same ; and by virtue of such purchase or acquisition the 
said Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay railroad com- 
pany shall be invested with all the rights, privileges and 
immunities owned by said Grand River Valley railroad 
company, and the rights, privileges and immunities con- 
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tained in the original act of incorporation of said Grand 
River Valley railroad company, and may locate and 
construct their line of railroad from the city of Lansing 
to the city of Jackson, over and upon the line of the 
Grand River Valley railroad company, or such other line 
as they may see fit, not materially varying from the said 
line of the Grand River Valley railroad company, and 
shall be entitled to the same rights, on constructing their 
road upon said lino, as if it had "been originally located 
thereon. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of said railroad company, 
in case they accept the provisions of this act to locate the 
line of their railroad from Jackson to Lansing on or 
before the first day of December next, and file the neces- 
sary maps required by sections five and six of said act, 
approved February fourteenth, eighteen hundred and 
fifty -seven. 

Approved March 20, 1863. 



AS ACT supplementary to lection nineteen of an act entitled " an act dispos- 
ing of certain grants of land made to the State of Michigan for railroad 
purposes, bj act of Congress, approved June third, eighteen hundred and 
nfty-ai*," approved February fourteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, 
and to an act approved January fifteenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-two 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That the time within which the corporation known 
as the Grand Rapids and Indiana railroad company was 
required to complete and put in good running order at 
least twenty continuous miles of its road, be and the 
same is hereby extended for the term of two years from 
and after the first day of January, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and sixty -four ; and that the time 
within which it was required to put in good running 
order at least twenty additional continuous miles of its 
road be and the same is hereby extended for the term of 
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one year from and after the first day of January, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-five. 
Approved February 5, 1864. 



[Act of June 7, 1864—13 U. S. Statutes at Large, 119.] 

AN ACT to amend an Act •ntilled " An act malting a Grant of alternate Sec- 
tioniof [the] l'ublie Lands to the State of Michigan lo aid in the Con- 
struction of certain Railroads in said State 1 , and for other pnrpoies. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Jiepresen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in Congress as- 
sembled, That the act entitled "An act making a grant 
of alternate sections of [the] publif, lands to flie State of 
Michigan to aid in the construction of certain railroads 
in said State, and for other purposes," he and the same 
is hereby, amended as follows, namely : Substitute for 
the words " and from Grand Rapids to some point on or 
near Traverse Bay," contained in the first section of said 
act, these words : And from Fort Wayne, in the State of 
Indiana, to a point on the southern boundary line of the 
State of Michigan, in the township of Sturgis, thence, 
by way of Grand Rapids, to some point on or near 
Traverse Bay. And the said act shall be, and is hereby, 
so amended as to substitute for the first clause of the first 
proviso in the first secsion thereof, so far as the same shall 
be applicable to the grant of lands made to aid in the 
construction of the railroad described by the forogoing 
amendment, these words : Provided, That the lands so 
to be selected shall in no case be further than twenty 
miles from the line of said road : Provided, further, 
That the ttmt epecified in the fourth section of the act 
hereby amended for the completion of said road shall 
not be extended. 

Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That the lands 
granted by the act amended by this act, and also by the 
provisions of this act, to aid in the construction of the 
railroad described in the foregoing section, shall be dis- 
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posed of only in the following manner, that is to say, 
when the Governor of the State of Michigan shall certify 
to the Secretary of the Interior that ten consecutive miles 
of said road have been completed in a good and substan- 
tial manner as a first class railroad, indicating definitely 
where said completed section commences and where the 
same terminates, the said secretary shall cause patents to 
issue to said State for so much of said lands as are lo- 
cated opposite to, and coterminous with, said completed 
section of said road, and so from time to time for each 
completed section of ten miles of said road until the 
whole shall be completed. 
Approved June 7, 1864. 



. [Act of March 3, 1865— U. S. Statutes at Large, 530.] 

AN ACT to amend an act entitled " An act to amend an act entitled ' An act 
making a grant of alternate sections of public land to the State of Michi- 
gan, to aid in the construction of certain Railroads in slid State, and for 
other purposes.' " 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That section one of an act entitled "an act 
to amend an act entitled ' an act making a grant of alter- 
nate sections of public lands to the State of Michigan, to 
aid in the construction of certain railroads in said State, 
and for other purposes,' " which said amendatory act 
was approved June 7th, 1864, be, and the same is here- 
by amended, so as to make, the last proviso in said sec- 
tion read as follows, to wit : Provided, further, That the 
time specified in the fonrth section of the act hereby 
amended, for the completion of said road, shall be and 
the same is hereby extended 'eight years. 

Approved March 3, 1865. 
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[Law* of 1865, JJ.-B41.J 

AN ACT to confer an additional grant of public lands upon the Grand Rapids 
and Indiana railroad company. (See Laws of 1867, p. 17 ; extends time 
to complete twenty miles to January, 1888. and twenty till July, 1869.) 

Whereas, By an act of Congress, approved June 3d, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-six, a grant of public land 
was conferred upon the State of Michigan, from Grand 
Rapids to some point on or near Traverse Bay : And 
whereas. Said grant of lands was enlarged and extended 
from Fort Wayne, in the State of Indiana, via Sturgia 
township, to Grand Rapids, in the State of Michigan, by 
an act of Congress, approved June seventh, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-four; And whereas, Said original 
grant was conferred upon the Grand Rapids and Indiana 
railroad company, "by an act of the State Legislature, 
approved February fourteenth, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-seven : And whereas, The above mentioned exten- 
sion of said grant is made upon, and describes the line 
of road occupied by said company ; therefore 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That said enlarged and extended grant of public 
lands be and it is hereby conferred upon the Grand Rap- 
ids and Indiana railroad company, upon the same terms, 
and under the same restrictions and regulations, as are 
prescribed by the act of February fourteenth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-seven, and all subsequent acts relating 
thereto, so far as they are now in force. 

Approved March 10, 1865. 



[Laws of 1865, p. 267.] 

■nagon railroad company to 

.... ., .and grant to the L'Anie and 

Ontonagon railroad company, »nd to facilitate the construction of «aH 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That the Marquette and Ontonagon railroad com- 
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pany are hereby Authorized to transfer to the L' Anse and 
Ontonagon railroad company, and the latter company 
are authorized to acquire and hold the interest of the 
former company, in such part or portion of the Ontona- 
gon end or division of the grant of lands which was 
conferred upon said first named company by virtue of 
the act number one hundred and sixteen, of the laws of 
eighteen hundred and sixty-three, approved March sev- 
enteenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, as the said 
companies may mutually agree, shall be transferred from 
one to the other of said rompanies ; and when such 
transfer of said interest has been bo made, the said L'Anse 
and Ontonagon railroad company shall have and enjoy 
all the right, powers and" privileges appertaining thereto 
under the several acts of Congress, and of the Legisla- 
ture of this State, granting said lands to aid in tlin con-' 
struction of the Marquette and Ontonagon railroad ; and 
the said L'Anse and Ontonagon railroad company shall 
be subject to all the restrictions and requirements legally 
imposed by the acceptance of said interest in said grant. 

Sec. 2. The L'Anse and Ontonagon railroad company 
are authorized to commence the first section of their road 
at L'Anse or Keweenaw bay, and the said company, and 
also the Marquette and Ontonagon railroad company, 
shall have the right to charge, collect, and receive fares 
for passengers upon said roads, the former at the rate of 
eight cents per mile, and the latter at the rate of six cents 
per mile, for the term of ten years after any section of 
twenty miles of either of said roads shall be put in run- 
ning order. ' , 

Sec. 3. The Marquette and Ontonagon railroad com- 
pany, and the L'Anse and Ontonagon railroad company, 
shall also, for the term of ten years from and after the 
passage of this act, have and enjoy the same exemption 
from taxation which was given to the railroad companies 
in the Upper Peninsula, by the act of eighteen hundred 
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and fifty-seven, disposing of certain land grants, ap- 
proved February fourteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
seven, as amended by the act for the relief of certain 
railroads in the Upper Peninsula, approved February 
seventeenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 11, 1865. 



[Laws of 1805, p. 522.] 

AN ACT to enable the Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Railroad Company, or 
any other railroad company, to make certain contracts, and to acquire cer- 
tain rights now held by the Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Rail road 
Company. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That it shall be lawful for the Jackson, Lans- 
ing and Saginaw Railroad Company, or any other rail- 
road company, to enter into an arrangement with the 
Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Railroad Company, 
for the location of its line of railroad from Lansing, by 
way of the city of Owosso, to Saginaw, upon the line of 
said Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Railroad, and 
for the construction of the same on said line ; and in case 
the said Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Railroad Com- 
pany, or any other railroad company, shall make such 
arrangement, and shall locate the line of its railroad, 
substantially on said line, (the said line being subject to 
alteration, as provided by law,) then upon filing in the 
office of the Secretary of State, a copy of the agreement 
between the said companies, containing said arrange- 
ment, duly certified by the president and secretary of 
said respective companies, or of either of them, then said 
Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Railroad Company, or 
any other railroad company, shall become entitled, in 
accordance with said arrangement, to receive, take, hold, 
sell and disposed of, the lands granted to the State of 
Michigan by an act of Congress, approved Jnne third. 



STATE LEGISLATION. 233 

eighteen hundred and fifty-six, for railroad purposes, 
and any other lands that may be hereafter granted by 
Congress, to aid in the construction of said line of rail- 
road, in the same case, in like quantities, and in the ' 
same manner, as the said Amboy, Lansing and Tra- 
verse Bay Railroad Company might hare done under 
existing laws, if such road from Owosso to Saginaw had 
been constructed by it, and the right of said Amboy, 
Lansing and Traverse Bay Railroad Company to such 
lands, so far as the portion of its road from Owosso to 
Saginaw is concerned, shall cease upon the filing of said 
copy of said agreement in the office of the Secretary of 
State. 

Sec. 2. And it may and shall be lawful for the said 
Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Railroad Company, or 
any other railroad company, to purchase at private, pub- 
lic, or judicial sale, the railroad and property of any 
other railroad company that may be made to form a 
part of its said line of road from Lansing to Saginaw, or 
be useful in the construction of the same ; and for this 
purpose may make all contracts deemed by the board 
of directors of said company, meet and proper to carry 
out the object of this section ; and may for the purpose 
of obtaining means to make such purchase, as well as to 
obtain the means for constructing and operating its said 
road, mortgage its line of railroad, or any part thereof, 
and the property, rights and franchises owned at the , 

time of giving said mortgage, or to which it may become 
subsequently entitled. 

Sec. 3. It shall also be competent and lawful for the 
Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw railroad company to 
enter into any contract or arrangement with any body 
corporate within or without this State, for the purchase 
or use of rolling stock for the transaction of its business, 
or to lease its road, and also to procure aid in the nego- 
tiation and sale of its bonds, and to add to their value, 
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whether it be by guaranteeing them, or by agreement to 
purchase them, or in any other form which may be 
deemed expedient, and every such contract shall be valid 
and binding upon both contracting parties. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 18, 1865. 



[Laws of 1865, p. 669.] 

lercn of office and confirm the paw 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That the-board of control of railroads, created by 
the provisions of section eight of act number one hun- 
dred and twenty-six, of the session laws of eighteen 
hundred and fifty-seven, being an act disposing of cer- 
tain grants' of land made to the State of Michigan for 
railroad purposes, by act of Congress, approved June 
third, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, be and they are 
hereby continued and perpetuated, until abolished by act 
of the Legislature. 

Sec. 2. The term of office of the commissioners, con- 
stituting said board of control, shall be four years from 
the date of their appointment, (unless appointed to fill a 
vacancy,) and the terra of office of the present commis- 
sioners shall terminate and expire at the time of the 
approval by the Governor of this act. 

Sec. 3. At the expiration of said term as established 
by this act, six commissioners shall be nominated by 
the Governor and confirmed by the Senate, who, with the 
Governor, shall constitute said board of control, whose 
duty it shall be to manage and dispose of all lands 
appropriated for the construction of railroads as pro- 
vided in act number one hundred and twenty-six, of 
session laws of eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, and all 
acts amendatory thereto, and to do any and all other acts 
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necessary and proper respecting the construction of said 
railroads, which shall be prescribed by law ; the Gov- 
ernor shall be ex-officio the president of said board, and 
any vacancies that may occur between the sessions of the 
Legislature, by death, 1 esignation or otherwise, shall be 
filled by the Governor until the first meeting of the 
Legislature after such vacancy shall occur. 

Sec. 4. The commissioners shall receive four dollars 
per day and necessary expenses for each day that they 
shall be actually employed in the duties of their office ; 
the amount of such allowance and expenses shall be 
apportioned among the different companies in such a 
manner as the board shall deem equitable, and shall be 
paid by the several companies, from time to time, as the 
board may direct ; and all acts of the said board of con- 
trol, in the exercise of the general powers of transfer, 
supervision and control, heretofore conferred by law, are 
hereby ratified and confirmed. 

Sec. 5. All acts and part of acts contravening the 
provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Approved March 21, 1865. 



{Act of February 17, 1865—13 IT. S. Statutes at Large,509. ] 



A RESOLUTION M extend the time for the reversion to the United States or 
the lauds granted by Congress to aid in the construction of a railroad 
from 1'ere Marquette to Flint, and for the completion of laid road. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America, in Conor ess assembled, 
That the time specified in the fourth section of the act of 
Congress, approved June 3d, 1856, entitled "An act 
making a grant of alternate sections of the public land 
to the State of Michigan, to aid in the construction of 
certain railroads in said State, and for other purposes," 
for the reversion to the United States of the lands granted 
by said act to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
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Pere Marquette to Flint, and for the completion of said 
road, be and the same is hereby extended for the term at 
five years. 

Approved February 17, IS&Ty. 



[Act of Feb. 8, 18B9— 11 If. S. Statutes at Large, i 



Be it enacted by the Senate and House of fiepresen- 
tatices of the United States of America, in Congrw 
assembled, That the right of way through and privilege 
of constructing depots and workshops on the public 
lands of the United States lying in the county of St Clair. 
State of Michigan, commonly called the Fort Graticrt 
military reservation, be, and the same is hereby granted 
to any railroad company or companies which may con- 
struct a railroad or railroads from the city of Detroit, or 
any other place in said State, to or near the village of 
Port Huron, in said State : Provided,, That in the ophi- 
ion of the President of the United States such grants 
grants be not injurious to the purposes of public defend 
and that the location of said buildings on, and such road 
or roads as to position and width through said reserva- 
tion and the price of the land to be so occupied, bein£ 
first determined by the Secretary of War, be approved 
by the President : And provided further, That if tit!* 
price of such grant or grants be not paid within thirl; 
days after the approval of the President^ or if either of 
said roads shall not be completed within three years, w 
if, at any time after its completion, it shall be discon- 
tinued, the grant shall cease and determine as to sncli 
road:' And provided further, That all the buildings to 
be erected upon said reservation shall be of wood, and if 
at any time it should be deemed expedient by the com- 
manding officer of Fort Gratiot, or by any other higher 
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military authority, to destroy such buildings by fire or 
otherwise, no claims shall be made against the United 
States for damages. 

Approved February 8, 1859, 



lActofJuly 3, 1806— U. S. Statutes at Larffe,186o-G,78.~\ 

AS ACT to extend the time for the Berorsion to tho United States of the 
Lands granted by Conxraai to aid in the Construction of a Railroad from 
Amboy, by Hillsdale and Lansing, to some point on or near Traverse Bay, 
in the State of Michigan, and for the completion of said road. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
assembled, That the time limited by the fourth section 
of an act entitled "An act making a grant of alternate 
sections of the public lands to the State of Michigan, to 
aid iu the construction of certain railroads in said State, 
and for other purposes," approved June third, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-sis, for the completion of the railroad 
from Amboy, by Hillsdals and Lansing, to some point 
on or near Traverse Bay, shall be, and hereby is,'revived 
and extended for the period of seven years, from and 
after the third day of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-six ; and that said grants shall continue and 
remain in full force and effect for and during that period, 
as if it had been so provided in said fourth section of said 
act of Jane three, eighteen hundred and fifty-six : Pro- 
vided, That the Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Rail- 
road Company, a corporation organized under the laws 
of the State of Michigan, shall forfeit all right to said 
grant, or any part thereof which it may now have, or 
which may hereafter be conferred upon it by the Leg- 
islature of the State of Michigan, if and whenever the 
said company shall fail, in whole or in part, fully and 
completely to perform any of the following conditions, 
that is to say : First, to clear, grub and grade twenty 
consecutive miles of the road bed of said road between 
Owosso and Saginaw City, so that the same shall be in 
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readiness for the ties and iron by the first day of Febru- 
ary, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven ; Second, to fnlly 
complete said road from Owosso to Saginaw City, so that 
the same shall be in readings for the running of trains by 
the first day of November, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
seven ; Third, to fully complete, in like manner, twenty 
miles of said road in each and every year after the said 
first day of November, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, 
and to fully complete the entire road hy the time limited 
by this act : And provided, further, That in case of 
failure of said Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Hail- 
road Company to perform any of the above conditions 
by the respective times limited therefor, the Legislature 
of the State of Michigan may, at its first session after any 
such failure, confer the said grant upon some other rail- 
road corporation or corporations, upon such terms and 
conditions as the legislature may see fit, to carry out the 
purposes of the said act of Jane three, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-six, and when so conferred, such corporation or 
corporations shall be entitled to have and enjoy all of 
the said grant, which shall not then have been lawfully 
disposed of, to the same extent and in the same manner 
and for the same purposes, as if the same had been 
originally conferred upon such corporation ,or corpora- 
tions. And any such railroad corporation or corpora- 
tions, whether now organized or hereafter to be organized, 
upon which said grant may "be so conferred in whole or 
in part, may receive the same without prejudice to any 
land grant, or other rights or franchises previously 
acquired. But in no case shall such corporation or cor- 
porations be entitled to receive more than ten sections of 
land to the mile, for that portion of said road which may 
be consolidated in accordance with the provisions of this 
act : And provided further, That if the Legislature shall 
in any such case of failure, so confer said grant as above 
provided, then the said lands, or so much thereof as 
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shall then remain not lawfully disposed of, shall be sub- 
ject to the disposal and future control of said legislature, 
as provided in section three of said act of June three, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-six, until the expiration of the 
time limited by this act. But in case the said legislature 
shall, in such case, fail to so confer said grant, then the 
said lands shall revert to the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Flint and 
Pere Marquette Railroad Company may change the 
western terminus' of its road to some point on Lake 
Michigan, at or south of Grand Traverse Bay ; and any 
railroad corporations, having a right to the respective 
land grants specified in the said act of June three, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-si^, located in the lower penin- 
sula of the State of Michigan, may unite and contract 
with each other, or with any other railroad corporation 
or corporations, for the construction and operation of a 
single line of road for any portion of their routes, with- 
out prejudice to any land grants, or other rights of 
franchises previously acquired. . And any and all snch 
corporations are hereby authorized to change the loca- 
tion of their lines of road, so far as may be necessary for 
the purpose of such consolidation, but not so as to 
change their respective termini otherwise than is 
authorized by this act. And whenever any change of 
terminus or location of line is made, as provided for in 
this act, the corporation or corporations making such 
change, shall file in the General Land Office, new maps 
definitely showing snch ehange and the new line of road 
adopted : Provided, That the road mentioned in the 
first section of this act shall run on the west side of 
Saginaw River, and that the principal depot shall be * 
located in the northern portion of the plat of Saginaw 
City, so as best to accommodate the cities of Saginaw 
and East Saginaw. 

Sec. 3. And be it futher enacted, That the lands 
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granted by the said act of Jane three, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-six, to aid in the construction of the railroad 
described in the first section of this act, shall be dis- 
posed of only in the following manner, that is to say ; 
when the governor of the Stale of Michigan shall certify 
to the Secretary of the Interior that ten or more consecu- 
tive miles of said road have been completed in a good 
and substantial manner, as a first-class railroad, stating 
definitely the commencement and termination of each 
completed portion of said road, and the corporation or 
corporations so entitled to lands on account thereof, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall cause patents for lands for 
sncli completed portion of said road to be issued to said 
corporation or corporations : Provided, That none of 
said lands shall be acquired or so patented for any por- 
tion of said road so completed south of the intersection 
of said road with the Detroit and Milwaukee Railway, 
until the whole of said road north of said intersection 
shall have been completed, and the lands therfor pat- 
ented, as aforesaid : And provided further, That the 
road mentioned in the first section of this act shall be 
and remain a public highway for the use of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, and shall transport, free from 
toll or other charges, all property, troops and munitions 
of war belonging to the same. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all laws and 
parts of laws inconsistent with the provisions of this act 
are hereby repealed. 

Approved July 3, 1866. 



[Laws of 18Q7, p. IX.] 

AN ACT tu confirm the title of the Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Railroad 
Company, to the property, rights and franchisei acquired by it of the Am- 
boy, Laming and Traverse Bay Kailroad Company. 

Whereas, By the provisions of an act of the 
Legislature of the State of Michigan, approved March 
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eighteenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, entitled 
"An act to enable the Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw 
Railroad. Company to make certain contracts, and to 
acquire certain rights now held by the Amboy, Lansing 
and Traverse Bay Railroad Company," the said Jackson, 
Lansing and Saginaw Railroad Company was, among 
other things, authorized to obtain of said Amboy, Lan- 
sing and Traverse Bay Railroad Company, the right to 
bo much of the land grant made by act of Congress, 
entitled " An act making a grant of alternate sections of 
the public lands, to tlie State' of Michigan, to aid in the 
construction of certain railroads in said State, and for 
other purposes, approved June third, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-six, as is applicable to aid in the construction 
of its line of railroad, and any other lands thereafter 
granted by Congress, applicable to the same purpose ; 

And whereas, By an act of Congress, approved July 
third, eighteen hundred and sixty-six, entitled "An act 
to extend the time for the reversion to the -United States 
of the lands granted by Congress to aid in the construc- 
tion of a railroad from Amboy, by Hillsdale and Lan- 
sing, to some point on or near Traverse Bay, in the State 
of Michigan, and for the completion of said road," said 
grant is extended for the period of seven years from and 
after the third day of Jane, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-six ; 

And whereas, Also the said Jackson, Lansing and 
Saginaw Railroad Company has made an arrangement 
with the Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Railroad 
Company, whereby it has, as contemplated in said act of 
the Legislature, approved March eighteenth, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-five, located the line of its railroad 
from Lansing northward, substantially on the line of 
said Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Railroad, and 
has acquired the line of said Amboy, Lansing and 
Traverse Bay Railroad Company north of Lansing, and 
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all rights, privileges and franchises thereunto pertaining, 
and has received from said last named company,' an 
assignment of so much of said land grant as is applica- 
ble to aid in the construction of said line of railroad, 
north of Owosso, and is now actively engaged in the con- 
struction of its line of road between Owosso and Saginaw 
Bay ; therefore 

Section 1. The People of the Slate of Michigan 
enact, That the right of said Jackson, Lansing and Sag- 
inaw Railroad Company, in and to so much of said land 
grant made by said act of Congress, approved June 
third, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, and renewed and 
extended by said act of Congress, approved July third, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-six, as is applicable to aid 
in the construction of said line of railroad from Amboy* 
by Hillsdale and Lansing, to some point on or near 
Traverse Bay, as is situated north of the line of the 
Detroit and Milwaukee Railway at Owosso, be and here- 
by is confirmed. And so much of the lands included in 
said grant as may be acquired, taken and sold, on th« 
completion of said railroad from Owosso to some point 
on or near Traverse Bay, according to the provision of 
the act of Congress, approved July third, eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-six, and all the rights, powers, privileges 
and franchises that are, or may be granted and conferred 
in pursuance of said act of Congress, or either of them 
thereunto belonging, or in any way pertaining, are and 
shall be deemed and held as conferred upon, granted to, 
and vested in the said Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw 
Railroad Company, subject to all the conditions, restric- 
tions and obligations imposed by said acts of Congress ; 
and said company may obtain patents for said granted 
lands, and take, hold and dispose of the same in the 
manner, in the quantities, and on the terms and con- 
ditions prescribed in the said act of Congress, of July 
third, eighteen hundred and sixty -six, and may do and 



STATE LEGISLATION. 

perform all the acts and things in reference to said rail- 
road line and said land grant, authorized to be done by 
said act, and on the terms and conditions therein 
prescribed, and receive, take and enjoy the advantages 
arising therefrom. And whenever the said company 
shall have completed any portion of said railroad, not 
less than ten consecutive miles, in the manner required 
by said act of Congress, the Governor of this State shall 
certify such fact to the Secretary of the Interior, and the 
said company shall be entitled to receive patents for 
lands the same as if said grant had been originally con- 
ferred upon it by name : Provided, Said company has 
not, at the time of such completion, forfeited its right to 
said lands by a failure to complete any of the several 
portions of its road, as specified in the next section. 

Sec. 2. The said Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw 
Railroad Company shall forfeit all right to all of said 
lands to which it shall not have acquired a patent, or a 
right to a patent, from the United States, by the con- 
struction of some portion of its railroad, if and when- 
ever it shall fail, in whole or in part, fully and 
completely, to keep and perform the following condi- 
tions, viz : 

First To complete its said line of railroad from 
Owobbo to Saginaw City, bo that the same shall be in 
readiness for the running of trains, within one year from 
the passage of this act. 

Second. To complete in like manner, twenty miles of 
its line of railroad each and every year thereafter, and 
the entire road north of Owosso by the time limited by 
said act of Congress, of July third, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-six. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved February 7, 1867. 
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[Laws of 1867, p. 17.] 

AN ACT supplementary to section nineteen, of an act entitled " An act 
disposing of certain grants of land made to the State of Michigan, for 
railroad purposes, by an act of Congress approved June third, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-six," approved February fourteenth, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-seven, and to an act approved February fifth, eighteen handled 
and siity-four, and also to an act entitled " An act to confer an additional 
grant of public lands upon tbe Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad Com- 
pany," approved March tenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-five. 

Section 1. The People of the State of MicJiigan 
enaet, That the time which the corporation known as the 
Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad Company was 
required to complete and put in good running order, at 
least twenty continuous miles of its road, be and the 
same is hereby extended for the term of one year from 
and after the first day of January, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven ; and that the 
time within which it was required to put in good running 
order at least twenty additional miles of its road, be and 
the same is extended until the first day of July, one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine. 

Approved February 13, 1867. 



[Laws of 1867, p. 82.] 

AN ACT to confirm tbe title of the Northern Central Michigan Railroad 
Company to the property, right and franc' ses acquired by it of tbe 
Amboy, Lansing and Travene Bay Railroad (J.unpany. 

Whereas, The Northern Central Michigan Railroad 
Company was organized on the tenth day of November, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-six, in pursuance of the laws of this State ; 

And whereas, Said company has acquired all the 
right of the Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Railroad 
Company, to that portion of said road south of Michigan 
avenue, in the city of Lansing, to Amboy, including the 
lands granted by the act of Congress, entitled " An act 
making a grant of alternate sections of public lands to 
the State of Michigan," approved June third, eighteen 
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hundred and fifty-six, applicable to aid in the construc- 
tion of its line of railroad ; therefore, 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That the right of the Northern Central Michigan 
Railroad Company, in and to so much of said land 
grant, made by said act of Congress, approved Jnne 
third, eighteen hundred and sixty-six, as is applicable 
to aid in the construction of said line of railroad from 
Amboy, by Hillsdale and Lansing, to some point on or 
near Traverse Bay, as is situated south of Michigan 
avenue, in the city of Lansing, be and hereby is con- 
firmed ; and so much of the lands, included in said 
grant as may be acquired, taken and sold on the com- 
pletion of said railroad from Lansing to Amboy, accord- 
ing to the provisions of the act of Congress, approved 
July third, eighteen hundred and sixty-six, and all the 
rights, powers, privileges and franchises that are or may 
be granted or conferred in pursuance of said aot of Con- 
gress, or either of them thereunto belonging, or in any 
way pertaining, are and shall be deemed and held as 
confirmed upon, granted to and vested in the said 
Northern Central Michigan Railroad Company, subject 
to ail the conditions, restrictions and obligations imposed 
by said act of Congress ; and Baid company may obtain 
patents for said granted lands, and take, hold and dis- 
pose of the same, in the manner, in the quantities and 
on the terms and conditions prescribed in the said act of 
Congress of July third, eighteen hundred and sixty -six, 
and may do and perform all the acts and things, in 
reference to said railroad line and said land grant, 
authorized to be done by said act, and on the terms and 
conditions therein prescribed, and receive, take and 
enjoy the advantages arising therefrom. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 15, 1867. 
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[Resolution of May 20, 1868. 
large, 252.] 



Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That a failure to grade twenty miles of the 
road within two years of the passage of the act entitled 
" An act to extend the time for the completion of certain 
railroads to which land grants have been made in the 
States of Michigan and Wisconsin," approved on the 
third day of March, Anno Domini, eighteen hundred 
and Bixty-five, and twenty miles additional thereof in 
each year thereafter, as required by said act, shall not 
cause any forfeiture or reversion to the United States of 
any lands granted to the said States, or either of them, 
to aid in the construction of the railroads described : 
Provided, That said railroad companies, or either of 
them, shall fully complete their said railroads in the 
manner required by law on or before the thirty-first 
December, Anno Domini, eighteen hundred and seventy- 
two, at which time a failure shall forfeit the lands to the 
United States : Provided, That the provisions of this 
section shall apply only to the chartered and projected 
line of railway from the «ity of Fond du Lac, in the 
State of Wisconsin, northerly to Esconaba, in the State 
of Michigan, and the chartered and projected line of 
railway from Marquette, in the State of Michigan, 
westerly, to Ontonagon, in the same State ; And provided 
further, That if the said Marqnette and Ontonagon Rail- 
road Company, in the State of Michigan, shall not have 
completed according to law ten additional miles of their 
railroad, on or before the first day of January, Anno 
Domini, eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, and shall not 
in like manner complete ten milea of said railroad in 
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each and every year thereafter, than it shall be lawful 
for the Legislature of the said State of Michigan to 
declare the grant of lands to said company to be for- 
feited, and to confer the said grant of lands upon some 
. other company in the same manner as if the said grant 
was now for the first time made to the said State of 
Michigan. 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office be, and he hereby 
is, authorized and directed to cause a patent, in due form 
of law, to be issued to the Chicago and Northwestern 
Railway Company, in pursuance of 1 a resolution passed 
by Congress, granting the same to the State of Wis- 
consin, approved April twenty-five, Anno Domini, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and act of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Wisconsin, approved June sixteen, 
Anno Domini, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, granting 
the same to said company for eighty acres of land of the 
Fort Howard Military Reserve, as the same was sur- 
veyed and approved by said commissioner on the 
eleventh day of June, Anno Domini, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-four. 
Approved May 20, 1868. 



{Laws of 1867, p. 65.] 

AM ACT to provide for tha transfer of the right, title, ind interest of [ha- 
state in and to certain lands granted by Congress to aid in the construc- 
tion of a railroad from Grand Rapids to Traverse Bay. 

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan 
enact, That the right, title, and interest of the State of 
Michigan in and to so much of the lands granted by the 
United States to aid in the construction of a railroad 
from Grand Rapids to Traverse Bay, under an act of the 
Congress of the United States, approved June third, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-six, and the act amendatory 
thereof, approved June seventh, eighteen hundred and 
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sixty-four, as are situated opposite to and coterminous 
with that portion of the Grand Rapids and Indiana, rail- 
road already completed, which commences at a point 
thirteen hundred feet south of Bridge street, in the city 
of Grand Rapids, Kent county, Michigan, and termin- 
ates in the village of Cedar Springs, in said county of 
Kent, for which a certificate has been issued by the gov- 
ernor of the State to the Secretary of the Interior, be and 
hereby is fully vested and confirmed in the said Grand 
Rapids and Indiana Railroad Company and assigns, as 
fully and effectually, to all intents and purposes, as if 
patents had been issued by the State, and deliyered to 
said company therefor. 

Sec. 3. When, and as soon as said Grand Rapids and 
Indiana Railroad Company shall complete, in accord- 
ance with the laws of this State and of the United States, 
twenty continuous miles of the said railroad north from 
the northern terminus of their said road at Cedar Springs, 
provided the same shall be fully completed as aforesaid, 
on or before the first day of July, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-nine, in accordance with the provisions of act num- 
ber fourteen, of the session laws of eighteen hundred and 
sixty-seven, and the governor of the State shall duly cer- 
tify to the completion thereof to the Secretary of the In- 
terior, the right, title, and interest of the State of Michi- 
gan, in and to so much, and all and singular of the said 
granted lands as are situated opposite and coterminous 
with such additional section of twenty miles of railroad, 
applicable thereto by the acts of Congress, shall there- 
upon be vested and confirmed to the said Grand Rapids 
and Indiana Railroad Company and its assigns, in like 
manner and with like effect as in the preceding section 
provided. 

Sec. 8. When, and as soon as said Grand Rapids and 
Indiana Railroad Company shall liave completed twenty 
-other continuous miles of their said railroad north from 
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the northern terminus of their said road, in the last pre- 
ceceding section mentioned, and so that the northern 
extremity of the said railroad shall be forty continuous 
miles north from Cedar Springs, in the county of Kent, 
provided that the same be fully completed, as aforesaid, 
by the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and Beventy-one, and the governor of the State shall cer- 
tify the same to the Secretary of the Intei ior as aforesaid, 
the right, tittle, and interest of the State of Michigan, in 
and to so much and all and singular the said granted 
lands, as are situate opposite to, and coterminous with 
such additional twenty continuous miles of completed 
railroad, as are applicable thereto by the acts of Con- 
gress, shall thereupon be vested and confirmed in the 
said Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad Company and 
assigns, in like manner, and with like effect as hereinbe- 
fore provided. 

Sec. 4. Whenever the said Grand Rapids and Indi- 
ana Railroad Company shall thereafter complete a sec- 
tion of twenty continuous miles of their said railroad, 
north from the last mentioned twenty miles, until the 
said road shall be fully completed to the proposed north- 
ern terminus of said railroad, provided said company 
shall fully complete at least twenty continuous miles of 
said railroad north, as aforesaid, in each year, from and 
after the said first day of January, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-one, and the same shall be duly certified by the 
governor to the Secretary of the Interior, the right, title, 
and interest of the State of Michigan, in and to so much 
and all and singular of the said granted lands as are situ- 
ated opposite to and coterminous with each such addi- 
tional twenty continuous miles of railroad, applicable 
thereto by acts of Congress, shall therupon be vested and 
confirmed in the said Grand Rapids and Indiana Rail- 
road Company and assigns, in like manner and with like 
effect as hereinbefore provided. 
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Sec. 5. The said Grand Rapids and Indiana Rail- 
road Company, receiving said grant of lands, and the 
title of the State therein, shall at all times afford equal 
facilities for the transportation of freight and passengers 
with each and every railroad connecting or intersecting 
therewith, without discrimination in favor of or against 
any or all of said railroads. 

Sec. 6. In case the said Grand Rapids and Indiana 
Railroad Company shall fail to complete the twenty 
miles north from Cedar Springs, in compliance with the 
provisions of section two, on or "before the first day of 
July, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, or 
shall thereafter fail to complete the next successive 
twenty miles north by the first day of Jannary, eigh- 
teen hundred and seventy-one, or shall from time to 
time thereafter fail [to] complete the twenty contmnons 
miles of railroad, as hereinbefore provided, such failure 
shall cause and be a forfeiture to the State of all the 
rights and interests of said railroad company in and to 
so much of Baid lands heretofore granted to it condi- 
tionally, the title to which shall not have been confirmed 
in or earned by such company according to the provi- 
sions of this act. The board of control of this State 
shall, in case of such forfeiture, without delay, confer 
the lands so forfeited, as aforesaid, upon such other 
railroad company as in the opinion of said board shall 
be able to comply with the terms of said grant ; but said 
lands shall not be conferred upon any company unless 
such company shall also build the portion of the present 
line of road of the Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad 
Company between the city of Grand Rapids and Sturgis, 
or refund to the municipalities on the line of such road, 
as now located, the full amount of aid heretofore ren- 
dered by them in the construction of that portion of said 
road, with the interest theron, nor unless such company 
shall also afford the same facilities for the transportation 
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of freight and passengers, on connecting and intersecting 
lines of railroads, as are herein provided for the Grand 
Rapids and Indiana Railroad Company ; and it is hereby 
made the duty of said board to act at once, in case of 
forfeiture as aforesaid, and in case of forfeiture, to 
require the railroad company to whom such lands may 
be transferred to construct its railroad as rapidly as pos- 
sible, so as to conform as nearly as in the judgment of 
said board may be practicable to the spirit of this act. 

Sec. 7. This act shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 17, 1869. 



[Laws o/1860, p. 411.] 

JOINT RESOLUTION to forf.it the lands granted to the Mar- 
quette and Ontonagon Railroad Company, and to confer the 
said grant of lands upon some other company. 

Whereas, By an act of Congress, entitled "An act 
making a grant of alternate sections of the public lands 
to the State of Michigan, to aid in the construction of 
certain railroads in said State, and for other purposes," 
approved June third, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, a 
grant of land of six sections for each mile of road, was 
made by the general government to the State of Michi- 
gan, to aid in the construction of certain railroads, and 
among others, of a railroad from Marquette to Ontona- 
gon, by which act it was provided if any such railroads 
should not be completed within ten years, no further 
sale of lands should be made, and the lands unsold 
should revert to the United States ; 

And Whereas, All the lands, franchises, rights, pow- 
ers and privileges which have been or may be granted 
or conferred, in pursuance of said act of Congress, and 
of the several acts amendatory thereto, to aid in the con- 
struction of said railroad from Marquette to Ontonagon, 
have been granted to and vested in the Marquette and 
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Ontonagon Railroad Company, a "body corporate in the 
State of Michigan, by act of the Legislature of said 
State, approved March 17, 1863, by which act such 
railroad company was required to complete twenty con- 
tinuous miles of its railroad within two years from the 
first day of July then next ensuing, and twenty, miles a 
year thereafter until the remainder was completed ; 

And whereas. By act of Congress, entitled "An act 
extending the time for the completion of the Marquette 
and Ontocagan Railroad," approved June eighteenth, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-four, the time limited for 
the completion of said railroad was extended five years 
beyond the time fixed for its completion by said act of 
Congress, of June third, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, 
provided the State of Michigan should have the same 
control over said grant of lands extended which was 
given said State under said original act of Congress, 
and said State might prescribe the time within which the 
several sections of said road should be completed ; 

And whereas, By act of Congress, entitled "An act 
to extend the time for the completion of certain rail- 
roads to which land grants have been made in the . 
States of Michigan and Wisconsin," approved March 
third, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, four additional 
sections of land for each mile of road was made to the 
State of Michigan, to aid in the construction of certain 
railroads in the State of Michigan, and among others, 
.for the use and benefit of the Marquette and Ontonagon 
Railroad, provided that none of the additional lands 
granted by such act for that portion of the Marquette 
and Ontonagon Railroad Company then completed, 
should be certified to the State of Michigan by the 
terms thereof, until the said railroad should be com- 
pleted from a point twenty miles west of Marquette to 
Ontonagon. And it was also enacted by said law of 
Congress that said Marquette and Ontonagon Railroad 
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Company should grade in a good and substantial man- 
ner, ready for the ties, twenty miles of its road within 
two years, and twenty miles additional thereof in each 
year thereafter : Provided, That if said company should 
fail to do so, the land granted to such company should 
revert to the United States ; 

And whereas, Said Marquette and Ontonagon Rail- 
road Company having failed to comply with the require- 
ments of the several acts of Congress, and having failed 
to grade twenty miles of its railroad within two years, 
and twenty miles of its road each year thereafter, and 
having graded or constructed but twenty miles of its 
road in all, and the lands granted to aid in the construc- 
tion of said railroad having become forfeited to the 
United States : 

And whereas, The Congress of. the United States by 
joint resolution, entitled " Joint resolution concerning 
certain lands granted to railroad companies in the States 
of Michigan and Wisconsin," approved May twentieth, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-eight : Resolved, That the 
failure to grade twenty miles of the roads within two 
years of the passage of the act entitled ''An act to 
extend the time for the completion of certain railroads 
to which land grants have ""been made in the States of 
Michgan and Wisconsin," approved March third, eigh- 
teen hundred and sixty -five, and twenty miles additional 
thereof in each year thereafter, as required by said act, 
should not cause any forfeiture or reversion to the 
United States, of any lands granted to the said States, or 
either of them, to aid in the construction of the railroads 
described : Provided, That said companies, or either of 
them, should fully complete their said railroads in the 
manner required by law, on or before December thirty- 
first, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, at which time 
a failure should forfeit the lands to the United States ; 
And provided, That the provisions of such sections 
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should apply only to certain projected lines of railway, 
among which was the chartered and projected line of 
railway from Marquette, in the State of Michigan, to 
Ontonagon, in the Bame State : And provided further, 
That if the said Marquette and Ontonagon Railroad Com- 
pany, in the State of Michigan, should not have com- 
pleted, according to law, ten additional miles of their 
railroad on or before the first day of January, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-nine, and should not in like manner 
complete ten. miles of said railroad in each year there- 
after, then it should be lawful for the Legislature of the 
State of Michigan to declare the grant of lands upon 
some other company, in the same manner as if the said 
grant was then for the first time made to the said State 
of Michigan ; 

And whereas, The said Marquette and Ontonagon- 
Railroad Company have failed to complete the ten addi- 
tional miles of their said railroad, as provided in said 
joint resolution of Congress, or to complete any portion 
thereof, and the Legislature of the State of Michigan, in 
consequence of the failure of said Marquette and Onton- 
agon Railroad Company, is lawfully authorized to de- 
clare the grant of lands to said company to be forfeited, 
and to confer the said grant of lands upon some other 
company, in the same manner as if the said grant of 
lands was for the first time made to said State of Michi- 
gan by said joint resolution of Congress ; 

And whereas, It is the duty of the legislature to de- 
mand the completion of said railroad, and to declare 
the grant of land to said Marquette and Ontonagon Rail- 
road Company forfeited, if the purposes of such grant 
as mentioned in said joint resolution of Congress, are 
not carried out by said company ; therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the State of Michigan, That if the said Mar- 
quette and Ontonagon Railroad Company shall fail to 
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fully construct and complete, according to law, fifteen 
additional and continuous miles of its railroad, com- 
mencing at the village of Ontonagon, on or before the 
first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy, the grant of lands to said Marquette and Onton- 
agon Railroad Company shall thereupon be and become 
forfeited. 

And be it further resolved, That if the said Mar- 
quette and Ontonagon Railroad Company shall fail to 
construct and complete ten additional miles of its rail- 
road each year after the first day of January, eighteen 
hundred and seventy, and to fully complete such rail- 
road within the time, and in the manner required by 
said joint resolution of Congress, the ? rant of land to 
such company shall also be and become forfeited. 

And be it further resolved, That no additional lands 
shall in any event or for any cause, be granted or 
patented to or conferred upon said Marquette and On- 
tonagon Railroad Company, for any work hereafter 
done upon said road, or the construction of any part 
thereof, unless the said railroad company shall folly 
construct and complete, according to law, the fifteen 
additional and continuous miles of such railroad, com- 
mencing at the village of Ontonagon, on or before the 
said first day of January, eighteen hundred and seventy. 
And be it further resolved, That if the said Mar- 
quette and Ontonagon Railroad Company, shall not 
within thirty days hereafter, accept the terms and con- 
ditions of this joint resolution, and declare its intention 
to comply with the terms thereof in the construction of 
such road, which acceptance and declaration shall be 
embodied in a written instrument, signed by the presi- 
dent, and attested by the secretary and corporate seal 
of said company, and shall also file such written instru- 
ment of acceptance and declaration in the office of the 
Secretary of State within said thirty days, the land 
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grants to said Marquette and Ontonagon Railroad Com- 
pany shall thereupon be and become forfeited. 

And be it further resolved, That in the event of the 
lands granted to the said Marquette and Ontonagon 
Railroad Company, to aid in the construction of such 
railroad, becoming forfeited, as provided by said joint 
resolution ot Congress, and in pursuance of this joint 
resolution, the railroad board of control of this State 
is hereby authorized and empowered to confer su«;h 
grants of land upon some other company, which shall 
first give security satisfactory to said board of control, 
to construct and complete said railroad according to law; 
and immediately thereafter said board of control shall 
file a certificate in writing, of their action in the premises, 
in the office of the Secretary of State, whereupon said 
grants of land shall be and become confirmed in and to 
said company, and said company thereupon, by virtue 
of this joint resolution, shall be subject to all the obli- 
gations, restrictions and requirements, and have and 
enjoy the same rights, privileges and immunities belong- 
ing to said Marquette and Ontonagon Railroad Com- 
pany. 

And be it further resolved, That said other company 
upon which the said lands may be conferred, shall in 
such case construct and complete such railroad accord- 
ing to the requirements of this joint resolution. 

This joint resolution shall take immediate effect. 

Approved March 30, 1869. 
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